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The following pages intended, 
under the difguife of an artlefs Hiftory, 
to illuftrate the Advantages of Consist- 
ency, Fortitude^ and the Domestick 
Virtues i and to cxpofe to ridicule, 
Caprice, affected Sensibilitv, and 
an IDLE censorious Humour; are moil 
refpeftfully infcribed to 

Ti« HON. Mm. COCKAYNE; 

by one who has been long honoured by 
her fricndfhip, who fmccrely admires 
the maternal and conjugal duties exeoi- 
plified in her condudj and who wilhcsr 
by her example^ (q recommend them 
to others. 
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INTRODUCTION, 

I 

.... 

AT RS. Prudentia Hdmefpim 19 mSaktlj 
obliged to the ^orld, for the fi^vatirabk rtotpmm 
it gave to her tale of Maria WiU&ieM^ or d)e 
Advantagea of Education ^ ixrhicb Mnotc tk»i^ 
anfwered her highell expeflationa. 

The World in reply thanks Mrs* Prudentia 
for her politcncfs; but afTurcs her,, it never neara 
cither of her or her Maria* * ^ ^ 

• . • ■ ' ' ' : 'i 

Mrs. Prudeotia in her rejotmktobfnrreay tint 
(be* mufl: define i^hut 'tho& expc^^tnms. mkicU 
8hewasnot romantic enough , to iii^%inc^.ckat 
» little novel ifluintg from) a general repo^oryr^ 
unfapported by pufF, unpatronifed by friexuJSf. 
9nd even unacknowledged by its author, could 
file iato cekbrity., • Tbtr< wm .befides^lbme 
iatrinfick reafons why ii Aiould not fucceed, ac*^ 
cording to the common acceptdtiiQHi o£ithai word;,. 
It had nofplendour of. language, no Ipcal defp-ip-? 
tion» nothing of the marvellous, or the.enigraa. 

A 6 tical. 
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tical, no fudden elevation, an4 no aftonifiiing 
depreiSon* It merely fpoke of human life as it 
is, and fo fimple was the ftory, that at the outfet 
an attentive reader muft have foreboded the ca- 
laftrophe. Indeed it required fome attention from 
the reader, vehich in works of this kind is alsa 
a' fauR : for not ambitious of daazling the ima« 
gination, and of inflaming the paffions, it uni- 
formly puTfned its aim pf meliorating the tem^ 
per and the affe&ions^ 

No pecuniary adtantages, nor the applaufc of 
ffae million could be expeded from a work like 
this. At^. to die former, Mrs.. Prudentia is haps> 
pily toa rki' to wifli for any. Left the word; 
fkh (honid cr«ftie the idea of a Nabob's fortune^ 
. Jbe explaina by frying, that flie poflefles a clear 
annuity (^ one huftdred pounds per annum, and 
that file calb herfclf very wealthy, becaufe it is 
adequate to all her 



The ge^ral approbation would not have been 
foffictent; for the generality of ^ readers do not 
judge by the rules by whieh flie wifbes to be 
tried. The iHnited circulation of Maria Wilffams 

has 
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has affovded her the gratification (he defiredr SKe 
has heard^ without fearing aiiy unplied flatter^! . 
the merit of the work aflerted by thofe, who 
wondered who could be the. author. Many ladies 
who» by confcientioufly difcharging the duties of 
the maternal charaAer^ may be prefumed to be 
judges of what is beft adapted for the perufal o{ 

yx>ttth9 have commended k^, as a work from 
which much real inftrudion may be derivecL 

The author's higheft expectations prefumed 
upoQ.no further applaufei. 

She has refumed the pen with a fimilar inten* 
tion-. Happy, if while (he is inftru^Hng her fcx 
how to avoid yielding to imaginary forrows, (he 
can, for a moment,^ banifli from her dejected 
heart, the pretTure of rfj/ calamity, to which it 
is her duty to fubmit j or forget the friend whofe 
approbation was the incentive, and reward^of her 
former labours. 

Some further apology may be judged necefTary 
for introducing a Legendary Tale but (lightly 

conne^ied with the principal (lory. Were this 

work. 
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work to be tried bjr the rules of an epick| the 

author 16 fenfible that the epifode is confidcrablj 
^00 long : but (he hopes a trifle will not be mcs^- 
furcd upon the bed of Frocruftes. The example 
of the inimitable Goldfrnith, and many later 
writers, who have fuccefsfully interfperfed poetry 
with profe lii works of this nature, Excited a wiih 
'to gratify the publick talle by Gmilar Taricty, 
'And as moral improvement is the avowed end, 
defcriptive poetry was not thought fo imprejjivt 
•a« a connected tale, which infenfibly ran on to 
ft greater length than was at firft deiigncd. 
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CHAt'TER t 

i * t 

fbe fonifbrts of Retirement -^Rural l^le^ 
j^tmci i^ned by exaptfle. . ^ 

J\$ I profefs mjk]{ zn-tgoA^yk Kfill 
BOt be uochafr^fteriftkk to begift ^iih dat- 
ing the qualiBcatidfis I poiiefs, to execute 
with propriety the tafk I have unddtaken. 

I have 1^0 for feveraL^eani theiinhai^ 
bitant of a fihall madKdc-towAcalled Dan- 
bury!, HI the north of ^igland* As my. 
^uity is regularly paid^ and my &mily 
conlUla qf only Riyfelf, a female fervant, 
^pd ao oM tabby-caC) I liave hue little 
donieiUeK care to togsge my attehcioa 
and anxiety. Naw» as I :am of a vtry. 
adive temper> my fntod naturally ft^pa^ 
idiroad, and occupies itfeif in the concerns 
of my neiglibows. Befides the peculiar 

adyan« 
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advantages of my fituation, I enjoy Ibmr 
inherent qualiiies, which I flatter myfelf 
render me a very excellent goflip. • I have 
a retentive memory^ a quick imagination^ 
flroDg curiofityj and keen perception. 
Thefe faculties enable me not only to 
retain what I hear^ but to conned the 
day-dreams of my own mindi to draw 
conclufions from fhialt prenrrifes ; in fhorr; 
to tell what other people think, as weU 
as wbat. they do. Other xtrcumftances 
aHb cbnfpire to render my pretenfions xxk 
the above charader jndifpiitable. 
. As Danbciry poflefleS' the adyantagcv 
of an healthy fituation, dry ftAV^ and plea* 
fant environs, it has- long been diftiir^ 
guilhed for the genteel conne£Hons whicb 
it affords. Many fingle ladies^, like myfelf^. 
have choien it for their refidence, and we 
have eftabliflied a very agreeable fociety,. 
which meets three tinnesa weekr toxom- 
municate the ebfervatiens which' the levity 
of youth, the vaiiity of oftentatjon, or the 
meannefs of avarice have fuggefted* Our 
remarks have all the acumen which ex- 

perience 



A GOSSIP'S STORV. - 3 

pcfience and penetration can fupply, and 
as we exhibit models of prudence in our 
own condudl, it is a rule with us to Ihev/ 
no mercy to others. 

I will not attempt to conceal the ccn- 
furcs which the objefts of our animadvcr- 
fion, in return, afFcft to throw upon us. I 
am not ignorant that we are termed the 
Jcandalous club, and that fpleen, malevo- 
kncc> and difappointment are faid to be 
the . idols, on wbofe altars we facrifice 
every reputation which comes within our 
reach: Ferfedlioii bdoags to no human 
inftitution, and I will own that ibnrtetimea 
we may be wrong. The reader muft know 
chat I am uncommonly good humoured 
and tender hearted $ whether therefore my 
diflfent from my lady afibciatesi proceeds 
altogether from a redundance of *^ the 
milk of human kindnefs*' in my difpofi^ 
rion> or from too great fcveriiy in theirsi 
. time muft determine. 

Amongft the agreeable appendages to 
Danbury, its vicinity to Stannadine muft 
be enumerated. This elegant manfion 

waft 
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was built by a rcfpcaablc gcntlcmair, 
whofe family falling into decay, it has 
fincc become the cafual Tefidcncc of fcvc- 
ral genteel people j and has thus been 
inftrumental in promotingouramufements, 
not only by its pleafmg eniibelliflimenti 
and delightful walks, but by the quick 
fucceffion of its inhabitants, who fupply 
a never-failing fourcc of obfervaiion and 
anecdote. I am not going to detail the 
commodious apartments in the houfe, or 
to defcribe the grounds, beautiful as they 
are by nature, ind highly cultivated by 
art. A mereiiovice in landfcape defig- 
nation, I confine niyfclf to the delirication 
of the lights and (hades of human cha- 
wdcrv and as I conceive the hiftory of 
the Dudley family may afford inftrudion 
as well as amufement to the younger part 
ef the female world, I Ihall dedicate my 
prcfent hiftory to theif concerns, hinting 
at the fame time, that it is not abfolutely 
impoffible, but that I may at ibme future 
period again treat the publick with fomc 
other delicacy, drawo from the ample 
ftores I poffcft. 

No 
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No iboner was the arrival of Mr, 
Dudley and his daughter at St^nnadine 
announced, than our focicty imaiediately 
met, to determine on; the propriety of 
yifitingthe Grangers. Tjjiis'is a prelinni- 
nary etiquette we iiave refolved never to 
omit in future, fince by a negledt of cir- 
(CumfpeAioh, we bad .been betrayed into 
an-ii)timacy wi(h the laft inhabitants of 
the jmanlion, whom >ve unfortunately dif- 
covered had aooafl^ed a' fortptje by keeping 
a flop-fhop in M^appin§. The univerfal 
Contempt with which we f'*^^'*^ .^'^'••^ 

ViiCa Aft. hafJ^ dieir .roeari origifu had 
indeed b^o the 0auie pf .^riving Acm 
t[f>m ih^ niigbbOMrhoo^a but as we were 
?1J gSSplfwpmen bpf i^ we could not eafily 
^Sftcotf^ the ftcrcf roqrtiflcft^ioa we hiul 
ca^p^riep^^. -. 

Wc refolved th*«fei« upan the prriftnt 
occafion to be Tery eti^iTifpect, and ex- 
amined in full council all the intelligence 
which our refpe&ive Mollies and Hetties 
liad been able to pt-ocure from Mr. Dud- 
ley's fervaAtSy who had arrived sUxHit a 

fort- 
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fortnight before to prepare for his recep- 
tion. Little^ I am ibrry to fay^ could be 
difcovercd. He was juft conne from the 
Weft-Indies, and had hired mpft of his 
houfehold in London, it was however 
guefTed that he was rich, and his eftablifb- 
fnent was upon an expenfive plan. 

It was at length deternnrned that we 
fhpuld depute two ladies of our body, in 
the charadler of infpedors, tb inform us 
whether the Dudleys were vifitable beings 
or not. Mrs. Medium the Vicar'^s lady, 

m^ Mlfs Cardamum the daughter of aa 
enminent medical gentleman^'iiDi^^k^cf 
for the miportant truft. Their abilities 
were indHptttable^ asi Mrs. Medium had 
been for many years an humble friend to 
a lad^ of quality, and Mifs Cardamuni' 
conftantly accompanied her -^apa lefvery^ 
fiiitihier to Scarborough, it^was impoflfible 
they iC^ul^bc implied u^n-in the grand 
aw^kles of fa&ionable appearancei and in***: 
trinfick gentility. 

. It being ncccflary, not only to form a 
tight notion of the Dudleys, but alTo to ini-: 

prcfs 
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prefs them with an high idea of us, we de- 
terminedj though the walk was but half a 
mile, and the morning inviting, that Mr. 
Cardamum's carriage ihould be got ready 
for the occalion, and the foot- boy had 
orders to tie on his vifiting queue, brirfh 
his livery, and trim up old Bolus the 
favourite chair-horfe. The reins alfb 
were blacked for the occafion, and all 
the ornaments of the buggy (I niean the 
capriole) furbi(hed to the brightnefs of 
filver. Mifs Cardamum, drefled in an 
elegant new riding habit, was driver ; and 
Mrs« Medium, in honour of the embafly, 
nvas attired in the rith brocade Lady Sera- 
phina gave her on her ntiptiak/afid to 
take off fi-om the antiquity of its appear- 
ance, {he put on a modern hat with three 
upright feathers. They ftopped at my 
doqr, and kindly .promi&d to give me 
the firft inceUigence of their return. The 
fair: Belle gave the lalh a fmart twirl, and 
Bolus fet ofiF on a good round trot. Little 
Joe on Mr* Cardamum's poney» with 
his. ftick hekl perpendiculatj (as was the 

falhion 
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falhioa amongft the lacquies at Scarbo- 
rough bift feafon^) followed the carriage 
as fafl: as poflible. 

The refult of the vifit was: communis 
Gated ia die afternoon^ but unhappil/- 
tfae Udies did not agree in their verdif^, 
Mifs Cardftittum would not aflent to Mrs. 
Medium's: determin^iofiy that MiisBud*^ 
Jey ^as handfome aod well dreBedj and 
the fair fpinfter's opinion concerning the 
elegance of ihe fqrniture^ and the iMtU 
lence of the cakes and chocolate^ . was 
as warml]^ difputed by the experienced 
m^tcolT< The points in. whiqh they agreed 
did , not : tend, to infpi^e us with' any ^ery 
high: idea, 0f ihe ftraogers. They deter-^ 
mined Mife. Dudley to be z/iy fiarful 
tbingi Mr. Dudley^ on the contrar^^ had 
a n^O: idtimidating : k)ok^. which Teemed 
t^ «ri|icrtfe every woFd> and to ? remark 
every adbion; A fitde incklen^ was cited 
to confirm tbis obffirr stibm Over the 
chtainey was the portrait of aiady/ >;^hich^ 
wjien Mrs. Mcdittin admired, and ob« 
ferved how much it put her in ntiad of 

II one 
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one in Lady Seraphina*s faloon^ Mifs 
Dudley (aid with a figh inr a low voice> 
as if to prevent further inquiry^ thatii 
uras intended for her oiother.' . She then 
dole atin^id coofu fed glance at her father, 
who withdrew to the window evidetatly 
difcompoied. The conclufion which my 
friends drew from this was, that he had 
been a fevere hufband, and that his 
daughter would, if Ihd durft, have re- 
proached him for his unkindnefs. I ven* 
tured to hint that the faft admitted a coji* 
trapy inference, but I wasprefTed faftroogly 
with arguments drawn from Mr. Dudley^s 
flern manner, and from the reftrarn't which 
the poor girl vifibly fufFered,^ that I ^ was 
forced to give up my opinion. 

After much difcuBion it was at laft 
agreed, that though they promiied to add 
but little CO the pleafures of Danbury; 
yet a& they certainly were gentlefolks, 
lived in.Ayle, and intended coniihg to 
our afl^oibly, we oiigtit as well vifit them* 
Aod we.vifited'Chemiaccordingly^ 
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CHAP. II. 

the Author Jhevos that Jhe fiudies climax^ 
or gradation of charaSler^ 

As it is the duty of all authors to 
relieve their reader's curiolity as foon as 
is confident with their plans> I (hall de- 
dicate this chapter to introdu£lory anec- 
dotes of the Dudley famil]f>; after having 
made a few preliminary obfervations. 

.The fpirit of penetration or the ability 
to difcover people's charaAers by a cur^ 
fory glance, though arrogated by almofl: 
every body, is in reality poflefled bjc.. 
very few* Nothing can be more incricaj|[e 
than the human heart, and the difcrimi^ 
nating (hades which ferve to mark varia^- 
tion of charafter, are generally too minuteV 
and conjfufed to write diftio£i traits upon \ 

_ * 

the countenance. £ven words and actions 
are often deceitful guides* People fre- 
quendy ftep out of thenifelves. The 
man of fenfe has his weak moments, the 

woman 
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wfowin of irefleftioii on foiTie ' occafiom 
d^s incooiidenitely.:i Now thaugh.&ich 
^eviacioas. furoifti very agroeablc s^m$k» 
menc to (he; ceniJE^uHi^i the idle^ aod'^iiio 
maiet^^^flti : nnpniS blit thfe . tfcot^Icfa 
part 19^ iM^tift^vwiUr 1^15 ibefe i^^ 
defe^m any oth^r light than as a^caTu^l 
departure frofn the rea) chata<^cr« . ^ 
MJL^?apfef^(it HiS^ixife trt.^nt.tbis faid 

/ptm.pf jpen^r;aj:ian:,,4)!MJ iQf. tbcf v^orJicfc 
1^ J ain QonyifiCfdic is^^u^iue of.jiiaQ|r 
ifef^pps^ilfr, ; ir«ftcn tpa^b?$ :U| ipljchjok 
highly of the 4^i>WQrthyi and meys^ly Of 
tfau^ mericpr^ipvs. It n^kes 'US arrogatit 
and l£l&i9piflif>$Mf^. orejf<p?afpo^W)tQ 

;h(S<.<frf-(weSNA(:fiQt|<>0« -i^Wlihs^we «4eiptecli 

. }taffia3.ttie{!|rt)^&.o|{^iftI\e^}QCrekfea 

the alluremj:jN^tDfjic<i«^«n, fwbftfitlw 

^ >iwg«o»pq«, ^PiRfi^cnef yi^g^nf .t»ft- 

fi»»|s»i. ?f?^ fK«fn^.<]«^fi0i) «l«jd«it «• 
; xrtW" '• B > young 
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iroubg minds. Hafipy ate thqr if ich£)f 
beo6nrie ie6 precipitate ki <h«ir judge* 
mtum, bthee the confequenceis oJF their 
effots trs iacal to tlwu' peace i 
' NtichcriMi^fl. MedMift'aor Kti6>t:«^« 
Amtum hii tht ii^agy 'tff fovf^ or ihhi*> 
|Mtkli«je ^ plead in iexettfe for Ae erro- 
neous conchifioiii ^fhc^ iMd drat^m. Tlie 
laifiei Meife itfriVed ift yttM Of finaMrtty, 
aM liad t*di in 4tie< ^eb^fe of thdrli<ii8a 
«t ieaft «t)e ^boitfifnd timet mlhikctil 
Hvt Xhikt am pMpk who nevet-'wUllde^ 
rtve Mlvancag^ froiA fhi paR> Mrho iki« 
irif^ in tS* art of fel^ex<^ie, and dictieta. 
IHiAid «0 iHrihk ikeiMAihi«s iiI«Ny« ti^, 
!l»<l^)>lliie VhKii- «W6 jMrieitin <»f %oMiA 

iMiiHi^ 40 itiKitr ^g|hbo«»^ keic^ht I 

ai > i«foriiRiig «rr<tfr6 kt hmtty thay b^ 
MlWMd loftek kbi^ fbr^inp\&^u^i 
■ ^ To. (d!Mi(ifc '«vhO jl^Air JkrttitoiAg o^ 
tlKit&pfer^cites'to'aivihg HHotht fi^fbHce, 
ftNiQg isimik itMSa ^mOk Miifet^ 
AMe Wtf ««Br l|ift iff^ df m^KoMcfor, 
tiddeMSriiys diiBdeoit will 4ti|ftear fifee 

8 ' mij% 
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folly ; and the referve c^ pofite pradesce 
may be denominated pride. All cotpmoil 
Obfervers^ chough they love the titnftoft 
mtnutenefs in a ftory, are fond of difi 
cuffing abftraft qualicies in a eompeodioui 
manner 1 and T have known an ^* Oh, Ma« 
dam^ it was fo lboKfli»'* or «' She b fil 
ill-^natwed,^ or " Was not that extrava« 
gaht/' w ^ He is jfo proiud/' Aeeidedljr 
fink a dharafter ihto ftipreme^trootetnptt 
ev«n in the tiort period whik ^ fpeakef ^ 
Iras il^iig a *hand at quadrtHe. Indeed^ 
«Mltifiye df t^rrdrs ih poiftt *oF dreft oj^ 
Mfitfffions of cerettioniods 'totttts, pfidej 
iH^hutnbut-, fd&yp atid extravagance fteih 
(6incfhiae^I htinnfan Victsj at leffl: id 
the vocabnlaty iff DanbuVy . One rfcafoii 
for this itf ay be thaft pride and fH-'hu*ouf 
wdHAd tar fecilihgs^ WMle the folly iitid 
eatklm^ticcof bur hel^bbixrs ate im^^ 
pHtd "tomtiHtiietfcs t!o tfur trt^ good fc^ 
itfid ttfefetibn. ^ 
To rttorti to *e Btidteys^^ 
Mr. Dtidhy polfellbd ih an emhieirA 
degree At attiiti td the htsA nhdtfae 

B a heart. — 
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bcart. Qleflfed wich the cariy advantage 
pf a iibcral. education^ be united the cha-: 
raficr of the true Gentleman to the no 
lefs. refpCiSlablc name of the geoeroua 
confcieDtious merchant. Having paflfed 
thiQu^ many yiciOkudes of Jife, be had 
^rped how.to/orm a temperate judge- 
ment, and by twly appreciating its plea* 
fures an4 its pa^pt^ he knew hew to reduce 
his dcfircs to that Hio<^erate ftandard^ 
livbich is moft likely to produce content. . 
In the death of an anrviable wife he hid 
experienced a feverer blow than all the 
former Ihocks of fortune could inflidt. 
Two daughters were the offspring of ait 
union, which, while it lafted, produced 
as much happinefs as zny fublunary con- 
nection could afford. Mrs. Alderfon, the 
mother of Mrs. Dudley, took the youngeft 
chikl immediately upon her daughter's 
death, with a declared intention of adopt- 
ing her for her own, and making her 
heirefs to all her fortune. Louifa, the 
eld^iTf accompanied her father to Barbadoes, 
where he had a confiderable eiiate, for th«. 
, improve- 



^ 
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rmprovemenrof which Tie judged His pre- 

fcnce abfolutcly neceffary. ' 

A mind like Mr, Dudley's, awakened 

to ail ihe'imprcffibrts of duty both to his 

Maker and his- fellow-creatures, muTl be 

fijppolcd ta have > poflcfled * fufficienl 

ftrcngth to overconne the extreme indul- 

^gencc of hopelefs grief. Though he 

, lburid.it impoflible to forget that he once. 

was moft happy, he aiiqaiefced with patient 

refignatiofi in the limited enjoyments 

which his (ituation allowed, and ftifling 

. in his bread the f<;elings of widowed love, 

endeavoured to llip|)ly its place wtch ihb 

wxtous tendernefs of the paterna) cha- 

jQiftcr. Loutfay who from her eirlieft 

m 

years difcovered a dtfpofitioh to improve 
both in moral and mental excellence, 
liftened with attention to her father's prci. 
eepts, illuftrated at times by the painful 
yet pleafing dcfeription' of what her 
mother was^ Inftruflions thus enforced 
by example, funk with double weight 
into her retentive mindj and' flfie early 
nurfcd the laudable i ambition of copying 

B 3 thofc 



t6 A GOSSIP'S STO&y. 

. tbofe anftiaUe virtues^ of which her de* ! 
parted mother and living iatber exhibited ] 
foch fine models* 

As fhe was at the age of fixteen when 
(be loft her mother, Mr. Dudley's narra- 
tives were ftrengrhened by her own recol* 
leAion, She had befides the advantage 
of having commenced her edqcati^n undef 
j^'feoiatecye, and confcqMntly oCacqwrHig 
ibofe/oft touches of lefiMd elegaoc^ 
which the moft experien€e4 nn^c inftnift 
tot cannot jComnniiaic4te« 

While Loiuifa thus ifoie into wedBDHi 
under her father'* care» in a clineuice ia 
which the luxumnt bounty of Ntiuri^ 
and the fierce contention of the elepfif nl$i 
by producing frequent reverfes of forjunei 
alternately excite diSipation and dennaDd 
fortitudes Marianne experienced undkf 
ber Grandmother^ all the fond indulgence 
of doating love. If ever the excefles of 
cendernefs are pardonable, they might 
be in Mrs. Alderfoa's circumftances. She 
had 1;^ an amiable and only daughterly 
enchanting as a companion^ and e^tinaabl? 

as 
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m z friihd> whoTc kattf tffi>r4«l lier 
fbe greattit delight^ whofe <;MdQ^ Md 
ebarxdcr reflcded hooout upon herfelft 
It was notuval to^ view tiie child w^liicll 
ber dsaoghcer had bequeathed lier> wttll 
m afib&ion rtfiog €o agoniiiiig fenfibiiity^ 
to coofider it aa a pledge from an ifiha* 
Utaitf: of aoofiher worlds a celique faatdiccl 
boat i^gnMPC> a. boiid of jtfltoii: berveeii 
her&lf . and. the glorified fplrie of i icatjiao* 
mortal iiMKber« JLa6 firm tfa^n Mri 
Dudlc}f!9 ihoi^ not lefa atisacl)ed botli to 
the linog aad the dead> :Sxe jrcgarded'hcr 
Mamaiic aa poflc^g a kiiid>o£ h^daarf 
flai»tQ'perfeAiian» aad almoft fnpfcM 
that the necefl3q^ of ciddura waa Ibpeifeded 
%j the foperxor excellence of the paitenc 

The charadbtra of the Tfwmg ladles will 
'htfoWy developed In the enfuing'fages^ 
^lit unwiUing to.eltiit aof ibing triMt 
enOom has rendcrefl ioccefibry 10 wi^iiera 
of my ela&y I wiUr fay fooiethiog of their 
pfrJboa) atoraftioasw > 

»4 ? LovUafa 
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^--Louifa's .figure was tali apd .degant^ 
bei^ef^s expreflfed. intelligence mdi^gc* 
Alleys iir^^fty. JHer featoire^ivfrrt more 
j|gf/teab|l6 tbao;be>imfcl^ ja6d i^ier .manner; 
|{)QUgh-i£t general ratherplacidly re&rYtd 
fhtn obtriiHve oi* fpa^ klir>g4 was (requtnriy 
amnRated by the lively igcaccs .of Ijsoath: 
Keti>eveQ fn thoij^^igajrcc/.^kMMQnhiasr iid 
mirth ihdioiced an informed; we^ne^attfl 
mad^ (Thooghihtr edttcstion hadextendtL 
ed 'to particulars <bod. ufually attended^ to 
byifemales» there was nothing in Ipr^.boA^ 
yeiiitibn to fftcQite ' the. lappi^iusiiriofii 
which gentkilMQ; arf^ apt to: escsroain' df 
learoed. ladiiOfS*: Scier\c&ih^her miglniiie 
fconipAftd -to. a.. light ^ placed behind ra 
yeilt)f ga'DZf^ whioh> without *iD|ung/iinf if 
apparent, fheds a fofcened radiancex)vec 
to«h?fyj4;b^w*4wg?Aj46U-;F^: ./i 51 r 
«^/.'3^Hl liKliotiidaiirnibisaut^ in^'itt .fofceff 
d^dtoogf&teitwe At^A, Ma^htieDudte^ 
muft have ap^anrd bociimanoiilji attfM' 
tiyc- Her ' . features. - were ifcyhned twi^b 
delicate fymmecry, hexbj^ictttssa fiuaiib!iq 
(tafi^tlity^ and the t^wtiful cranfparency 

of 
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of her complexion feemcd defigncd to 
convey to the admiring beholder every 
varying fentiment of her mind. Her 
looks cxprcfled what indeed Ae was, 
tremblingly alive to all the (after pf4Dions» 
Though the gentle timidity of^ her tem-i 
per bad preferved her from the ufual 
eiFeAs of early indulgence, it fender^d^hcr 
peculiarly unfit- to cn<:bunter evenr thofe 
common calamities humanity muft endure; 
Her natural good health had hitherto prei 
fe^-vcd her from • bodily fiifFermgs ^ and 
Mrs. Alderfon had never permitted hef 
to know a forrow which couW either be 
alleviated or removed, 

A little* time previous to the return of' 
Ifer father and.fifter fro fn the Weftllndiesi 
her Grandmother's deaths rendered her 
poflcfleci of a *!fortuoe pf fifty thoufand 
pounds, of wh)ch> thiOugltoniy nineteen,* 
it was that Lady's dyiftg requeftjftie (hould 
W the uncoAtr^led mfiftfefs. Thu*rf 
bleffed' with youth, ^ health, bfeauty, and 
affluence, what wai waiting to - render 
her felicity complete? I-^doubt not but 

B 5 the 
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ibe younger par( of my readers are ioclined 
CO think ikac I ihall defcribe her aa /^ 
luq>py. 

Mr» Dudley, though he had con&nted 
from unc^^ptionable motives to the fepa^ 
ration :of hia ^hildren^ ever lamented th6 
circumftsH)c^ 9$ liliiely to check the expaoo' 
fioo of thi fttial and fifterly affedbos* 
About the time of Mrs. Alderfon's laft 
iUne(Sy difcoOTaged by the terrible devaf^ 
tatioQS of a hurricane, be abandoned the 
fchennes of improvement he had projefte^^-. 
upon bis eftates^and returning with Louifa^ 
into England, offered himfelf to Marianne 
as her natural guarcKan and prote&ofr 
That young lady*s heart was f6o (uU of 
fenfibility not to be affected by the manly 
cendcrnefs of a father, and the affectionate 
f ndearmenu of a fiftcr, from whom flie 
l^ad been fo k>ag (eparaitd* $he readilf 
accepted their invitation to refide witly 
them, an.d it was with a view to htt 
proper accommodation that Mr« Dudkji 
engaged the fpaciout manfion at which 

in my preceding ch^o* I announced hia 

arrival. 
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M\& Mar]^d# wa» not preftni 
when my (iigacious neighbours decided 
«p6ii the cha)*a(9:ers ^f the Dtidleys^ 
k«ving detcnnioed . w (jpcKd sl^ kff9 weefe^ 
with aa tntunatecirieiid^ pvefv^fMs lb he^ 
defign of fn^ng her «bod«' mder the j^^ 

tqjrHal roof. 

» " ' ■ . 

CHAP. 11^ 

d jhfi^akcr $/ modern /AfcipHMty: 

' haraduces a delicak dij^ffion^ which is 

left tofome brighter genius to dttermiftei 

From thkexcurfiw view- of cha^ 
fafi;crs abovcr dtc geoaral teftti I return^ 
with the deKgbt o£ sw bbd flying tocher 
iioft^ to. conntion life,, and the dttr ibcif tyr 
in widob r i^DKiid myi bottft. 

I ibppofe it wa& ftoiiv pepcel 
Che wluiJeJpmt of fennak 
i«Mp when unfupporml by tile preiMer 
0f gentfon^en^v tbar thtr antient mfChoto^ 
gifU Gonftandy* grouped* Copi^ with^iho^ 
GraceiSs and intfodliced- Apolte imo^^ tho^ 
«i»2l» of ike MUfefe^ XhoMgh'tbo eooi^ 

i^6> |^ifoa» 
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parifoi) will not perhaps apply itt all paita^^^ 
wejadi^s of, Danhury bad our convcrfa^ 
dons enlivened :iby /the prefcnce of a 
Cupid ajkl an Apollo too> in the per** 
fi;>ns.Qf Captain Target, amiliiia oiHcer> 
6rfl: ^OjuQn tQ^a Baronet, a gentlennan of 
unquedionable honour; and of Mr..Alfopi 
the heir of an eminent Attorney, who* 
having amaffed a coniiderable fortune by 
^ufinefs, educated his fon. in wha^ be 
efteemed the diftinguifhing mgrk of a 
gcntleaian, Idljmefs. v . .^ 

Againft thefe Beaux the fair Cardannum' 
planted all the artiJkry of love. She long 
9go> od exaniioing her own hear^upon 
the grand. quQilion>. had determined niari^ 
riage to be e&ociaJ to her happinefs ; bua 
on advancing to the nestipotnt int debate^ 
who (hould be the nnan, (he found herfelf 
totally unfible. to decidr, and ^her hearO 
grander ed , firf>m. one to the other as local 
circunaftances dir.e&ed. Every one knQw^i 
lliat the pariQi* church in the councry^ 
sinrwer& the end of places of pqblick reform 
in London^ by giving faflxionaljle pepplq^ 
f. ■. . oppor- 
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epp6rteQkie9 9f r]f>bcfiiQg » whim'> niaking 
ericical oblt^rvations^^ or attra6ting the 
actencion )Qf the other fex. I have often 
few mj Mt (firi^nd's eyes, even in the 
nt^ft'pdCh^rtiekr parts of Mr. Medium'^ 
^iTcourfe^Wlvailden from the Captain's hati^ 
yfbfn dc^Qpj^ed with the military plumes 
to* Mr. Alibp'5> fervants* in their tie^ 
liveries^ and. pitted the. peFplexitiet 
IKfhich a^t^ted her gentle bofbm. If 
IJMaiily^^ {Qti^rfiilal fkddrefsjf knpwiedge of 
tbe worIdi4 ind. -w infinitude of fmali 
lalk^ recommended the raccompliflieci 
Target ;. na lefs did the charms of youths 
lijealth,, andrgrt^ docilitytof'tetj^pier plead 
in. favour of the rich^ Alfpp^ Withput 
pretending, tq that pepetracion I decried 
in j^ former chapter, it was eafy tq di(^^ 
coyer th^prefent ftateof^her heart sas^ 
it .was 4n -ipyariabl^ rule^tONfpe^k.pf the^ 
fyvouffite qf the. week in/.terma of. ftudied^ 
9Qntemp[torijnar^edcenfv/'iC^« Whilcbecf 
aflfedioos<reboMpdfid*fr9ni|pi^^ gsqtl«im{fi|i f 
tp the .<^hf r, , I was.eafjji but when for 
fevcral dayjiiitoggjhH ifc^jcalkwl.ipf .tjie^ 
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conceited feppiA iairt Target gave fairn* 
felfj or of the pooreft of all poor creatures^ 
Alfop, I trembled for her peace of mind.^ 

The rivals cominued to live togetJier 
in term» of perfeA intimacy. ]» nmft Aip« 
pofe they were ignorant of the ftorma theji^ 
excifie^ in the breaft of beauty ; for bad 
vhey known die* ftate of the lady's hearty 
could modern friendfhip have been proof 
t4 the temptation of fecuring (o invaluable 
» prise i 1 am confirmed in my opinion' 
fty refleAing, that excrenie humilitf and 
fcperabundaot diffidence are the unhappy 
iiilings of tlie prefene race of young men* 
They thiok too meanly of chemfelves and 
«oo exaltedly of us, to dare to afpire to 
the poffefBon of tKe> excellence they zn 
diftance adore; and though condefeendfng. 
Aveecnefs and eafy aceefs are na lela the 
diaraifteriftick of the preftnt race of 
ttetutiesy. their worshippers are (b apt 
fo^confider them as inexorable divtmtiey 
father than aa placable mortalsi dfathope«* 
te& of fiicce6 they retire from their aleart' 
m- the dumb' filcMC o£ dcij^rw 



But I will conlider the cafe in aqother 
poinc of viewy. and propofe a^ quitftioA 
vfh'ich I hx>pe fbme fifter novelift wiM> 
difcuis^ as it is an estremcly delicate point 
of honour, and wlU bear andplifying thretugl^ 
^l leaft fifty pages. Suppofing the g^/i* 
t]ennen aAualiy perteived the ftace of the 
lady's hearty could they confidently witk 
iJ-iend(bip and g^neroiicy make any efibrtt 
to (ecure it encirely to themfelwsi Wat 
it not inftnicefy more congenial to thole 
refmcd principles and^ delicate diftinfbionsj, 
invented by feveral French wri^rs,> and 
adopted by our own, 'to leoveher emirelf 
to herftify and aeiiher to* da any thing, 
tranfcendently piaife- worthy, op ta laf 
any thing eminently cle?er, to influence 
)ier dectft)nf! I cannot determine thi$« 
point, but will* proceed ta the narrative 
way to ftate> that ceruinlf neither of thenar 
was guikjF of the crime of endeavouring; 
1^ detain the angel which dnis hovei^ 
between theoii 

It would hav^ been ftr $»)eoifiii in^ good^ 
feeedims^ iC Ca^^tam TiljIgjH and- Mr« 

Alfop^ 



A}fop..had omicc^d to pay their devoirs 
R> the Dudley family. The Captain only 
Vaiced to know whether the cellars wert 
ivell ftocked^ and the table hofpitably 
iUpplied^itopropofe to his friend a morn- 
ing, wjilk to Stannadine. Mr. Alfop 
readily acquiefced in the propofal^ though 
fi-om dif^cren^ motives^ Happy as he 
.^as in many refpefls^. he was tormented 
by the attacks of a cruel invincible enemy> 
whb, in fpite of all his effortSj haunted 
^11 his waking hours« This enemy was 
Time*. Such is the ftrange intricacy of 
human affairs. It was originally beftowed 
by Providence as an efiimable blefling^ 
an improveable talent, the fource of pre^ 
fent enjoyment and future felicity. 
.. Full of the hcroick defign of killing 
this roonfler, my heroes iallied forthj 
and were received by Mr. Dudley with 
politenefs and attention. . Captain Targec 
i:eadi)y fell into.conyerfation \ they, talk^ 
of the Weft- Indies, its important com-» 
fliercial* advantages ^nd natural beauties; 
the miliury. gentleman . enliveoing the 

■ " dif- 
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difcourfc with anecdotes of- feveral gal- 
.bnt o(fi<|erS) ' with whom *he l)ecame ac^ 
^quainced'dsriitgthefiHnliieren^ampmehts. 
: Mr.nArlfup Mras fileift, tofttefih^lattti^'the 
fofmof Mr.Dodfcy'S Buikli^, arffl Wohh 
'dering if chey were more fa(bidM;b)ii tlian 
.his own.. • . ^ ' ' 

. A^ fc iWas^ the merchaiH*s ciiftiWi ta 
-banrfli m Mo<sH^ pofflble tfife littli^ rulek 
?whiih(i BriqtJdtie ' tkiriiee^fl^ily^ pf^dribes^ 
tbe^;ftrtffl^rsf,* though it w4s a firffi vif?r^ 
XQnfentcd.tOiftay dinner^and Mr. DudfcjV^ 
to eoiploy |)arit JcAxtit <lfiomingy ' kfd theiA 
iheii&unof bid pfeAr(>9e*^roimd)^ poineing^ 
JMtjSqitCiUttle ifltiftfoTemedts'he'prppordl 
tn jfmkie. \ Ta.€be<b Gaptki^ Target al^ 
/limQcijAut}) warm approbi^tion^ while thfc 
imodc&Alfdp;,: though; he ,c<jually uitdbTi^ 
^0d/ and; ia(lf»}r«d MmiDudley'a taWi. 
5^Dtf|>te^j hijftftK: wji^ifbe harmleis lepii- 
rf^ts.«(rf5*feya(ljy plewju tsaftly clcvea 

h- Frpiw , tbCi^ fc[rtib,bt«t tbey returircd tSI' 
tHe.j}r#\^i|)g-ildM>i;b ^Jn^h/stew^MifsDodle)' 
receive^ theat with, the fjliite^fiiC-vrekdnif 

afldr 
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aod the Uu(l^ of dclicac jr» Captaifn Tar«* 
^t powt4foff^ a voUejr of c^mpUKBema, 
but could he ba¥f aieifwlod co.aoy tbuig 
bi)t the foufid af his^wnvoiw^ be might 
have perceived chat the My ta whom^ 
i)^ wei^addrc0fd> knew how. to cfttmatr 
her own worth too wcl]» to be ekvared 
hjf eafml at,teiHip9t or |«ipcfikraK praiie* 
Mc^ AUpp not ba»e ^ iwoi m his exk 
|td9KK^ <9[»ii,tem:<4 Unfttf utth. fikwc 
admimitipib a«v«r oac^ lyiibdrawiag li» 
C]r«$ ffjpqa MUa. Jhiikj, lilt the fistmaot 
^^inwied thfPH 19 the diaiDg-raMU 

If Capiab Tirgcc bad beeo modewie 
In k\s appcobatioa befere^ ibo pK&ot 
fteoewoMU have thrown him ittioe^- 
iUfiea^ l&vcry thing was exceUeac } hfe 
tit voraeiouftyi, met witb all his Civourite 
iKlhes, wiAi wiao peculiarly adapted l;^ 
hU tafte^ a«d ac the conohifion of hli v\fk 
he entreated Mr. Quctfey to sdlow hitik 
the honour of confidering him in the'li^t 
ff an intimate;. Mr. AJ&p's boW ufged 
^e fame tequeft, |q which Mr. Du(Hcy 
polite^ aiented. 

On 
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On their return borne, Mr. AHbpi wh^ 
had pondered upon the events of ike d«7». 
vtichout being able to fliape the chaos of 
fas$ own mind into any determined fbrm> 
lefolved to found hia friend's rWopinion^ 
that they nnight at ksft h^ve the bappineft 
of agreeing in the £inne ftory. A prudent 
fchemci 2^ the more neoefl^ry, as the 
jMoQce Off preieneeof die applau4ed peiw 
ibnia ftequendy produced ^ wide difibrence 
in the Capmin'a.fentimi»ta, F»(]iflg htm 
however fincere upoa the preienc occafion^ 
he cooKncoaed » warm admirer, of the 
fvn^ «l Sumnadirv^ and blroiciUy re# 
ibhing Qo duknd the caofo of injuredl 
mmt% calkd upoa Mift. Cardamvoi the 
ae;it marking with ^ exprefk deOga of 
letUng her ^ha.t hie re^y fhought Mr. 
(Uicllry 4 v«ry gf}fiA f(»t of maD» tod hk 
^^^ghter ? Fetv AgffetWtf young lady ^ 
afi(Ung 8is 9 cl^ijQh^r^ thAt Captaia T^^Stt 
f{»i4 ib too* 

Whovcver coofidesi how ri^ it ia to> 
i^fpqtr any opiMon which a lady haa a4- 
vmicq4» or btkW' higUy wfkoMmgt^it is te^ 

GOCQ* 
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icponipeftd the features of another in the 
pri^feni:^ of a fiflfr belle, may form a 
iaiiit ideaqf Mifs Gardamunn's refentmenr, 
heightened by the painful fenciments which . 
)ove >od jealoufy excited. She darted 
on Mr. Alfupi'% look of fiery indignation^ 
which oo recolledion flie turned intothe 
Smilt of . ikrcaftical. comcnnpt,. complin 
xi>endng him upon his /uperior (bare of 
difcernment. Then turning to fome ladies 
who were prefent» fiic expatiated upon 
jriie merits of ypung Mr. Inkle the new 
draper^ declared he was not only weH 
hrtd^ but bsindfomr> and fo re%eAfuliy 
civil in his deportttient^ that (he Ihould 
not at all wonder ae his marrying a 
' wonoan of fqperior education and large 
fortune.. Amongft S^r. Inkle's merits^ 
4iis never eontrlididing. any body was 
pointe4 otjt wkk A)^h mai'ked encomiums^ 
A^t pQM ^ipt Aifop, though not very 
acute in his feelings^ could not bucobfervb 
iu)wi highly' hff 'had£ofrended ; and feeling 
his(2otirag«iunequal to the tafkof endear 
^Mmring^CflLfDidga^e ^er releatmcntv coti- 
•;r**?. fufedly 
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fufedly withdrew. As he was not at the 
card affembly that evenings I prefumc he 
ijpentit alone in all the agonies of dtftreft;^ 
Happily ourfex is of too gentle a nature 
to fuffer our refeotments to* be as laftitog 
as they are violent. Mifs Cardannum met 
both gentlemen in her walk next morning, 
dnd couftefied with her ufual afFabilicy: 
nay, her kind confideration led her dill 
forther, for anxious to prevent any iU 
confequences arifing from her late enco* 
mium on Mr. Inkle, flbe took care to tell 
her companion Mifs Dorothea Medium,. 
loud enough for the gentlemen to hear, 
that though the man was very well in his 
fliop> and behaved civil to his cuffomers, 
it ^ould be very wrong to treat him in^ tha 
fame manner as one would genteelpeoplei* 
for tradesfolks were, very apt to' [give 
diemfelves airs, if genteel people took 
not!icebf them* 
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CHAP. IV. 

Conf^tining what ma^ hi termid a literary 
' turiqfity^ being an entrati /rem the 
Jourmal e/ an eU maid. 

dIjGFORE the charader of the elder 
pafrt of the Dudley family could be de* 
cided upon in a fatisfaftory manner^ a 
new ftar arofe in the horizon. I almoft 
doubt whether the firft appearance of 
Helen at the Court of Priaon <?Keited more 
leonder and furpriie annongft ihe Trojan 
hdies, than did the lovely Marianne Dud* 
Ifcy^ when in the fujl blaw of natur«A 
cliarmsy aided by a)l the. graceful appen^ 
dages which tajtefu] art CQvH^ be(lowy*-i- 
ihe burft upon u3 At Qur monthly a0embly 
ih full iplendof. So i^icpnteftable was' 
ifer dauh to thepraife of beauty» that evejit 
the invidious were hOrried into applauft#. 
Mifs Cardaoium was the firft who recover- 
ed from the general cpnllernation. She 
ventured to obferve that though her fea- 
tures were very regularj (he thought they 

were 
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were nthcr deficient in expreflion.' 'Mrs. 
Medium purfued the bint, and lamented 
^tAvant of a certain dignity of manner and 
look, of which Lady Seraphina was im« 
rhenfely fond, adding, «< Now dierc^s my 
]l>otothea, thoogh a phiti gfrl, (hold up 
your ^read my dear,) ifae has more of that 
cum of countenance Which her poor dear 
Ladylhip To n^uch admired." 

l%e incdftitode df ^ublick opinion 
has beeh txempllified by liidories of de- 
graded heroes arnd pi^rfecuted patriots. 
I chcfofe to illuftrate it l^y an inft^nce from 
common' life. Ai it Was ve^y ha;furai 

for tnquiry to ht 'b\iij 5<^out ah objeift 

Aat fo ftroftgly aVVfeftfc(J^atce'nfi Mtt Ibott 
Afcdvtred Miriinne's''' mdepentferrt fbr-; 
tune, iluniodr'on di'iS didcafidn 'a&ed ito 
her tiflnd way, iircirlidug ic' t6 'tk teatt 

eue liuhdftd thoi^fio^ p^uncltsi f^t ehe 

ftiSiiiy-edngued jgbddiirs ilwajrs ieiltafg^e's 
Aie'pb'ffef&ons bi'tU]^&lihf^ 1h ^i((kmi 
^ropoiticsd as M dl(iJioillie&' (tii tH^fMOA 

«tr the vti6>reutra(!Se. 
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W« were Jikewifc told that Mr- Dudley, 
and Louifa were almoft dependent upocr 
Marianne, who, likie tnoft favourites q£ 
fprcunei^ was capricious^ vain, and haughty^ 
aad returned their. kind foHcitfudcto^pJ^af^ 
vAih whimfical indifference. ^No, fooneij 
did we. knpw that the former objcdls of 
our diflike were lefs happy than we fup- 
pofed, than all their good iq[u^lities' bqcl^ 
]fl a flood ^porx us, and we.alierna^eiy 
piti\ed and adn>ircd the modeft, tlujjfcn-- 
fible, and affable L^ouifa. 

. Thefc tender fentimepts were coAfirm^d 
by frejh news from Stanna^inc.^ John 
^fce:?rrand-pr).aii, hac| t^l4 ?!ffy^^:^ ^^^?^! 
Pffi^e, that a finq geiwlcma^iwa^ f.^P^^.^^ 
as a fuitor to. thcj ypungcr i^jfs^,... ^very^ 
lady in Ij^bur^^wafijijQw.pulLpJF.patiencc^ 
that (iucl^,^a.jlijtlevcbijtty face. Ihoul^ .bc( 
prcfe.rred to her eUer, fifter :., it,fupji%,(J^ 
feveral pathetic diiTertations on tt)e jbad 
^afte, an^ n^erseMr^,^tprjiper of .f^en*^ajn^ 

our fociety the goldcji d^s pf yosgth* 
when female merit, uniels ' ODuinately 
^*^ lent 
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bent ^n a fuiglc ftace, was Aire of prb« 
curiog the regard of the other fex. Mrs» 
£leanor Singleton and myfclf enlarged 
upon the difficulty we had to avoid being 
aftually worried into maiCrinnoQy, in fpice* 
of our avowed declarations to the contrary. 
I have often lamented the fituation of 
many good ladies^ who like myfelf ntiay 
be faid almolit to, fubfift upon news, and 
are often forced to devour very unwhole- 
fome aliment. . The events which really 
happen ia a fiAaU neighbourhcod, are not 
fufiicieht to furnifli. the fupplies conveN 
fation eternally requires, without the aid 
of fidlion. I have often, though encum- 
bered, with ray umbrella and pattens, car- 
ried a piece of intelligence round the 
town in the morning, which in the even- 
ing I was'again forced to ftep out and con- 
trad ift. An cxtrafi: from my weekly 
jcHirnal will' prove this obfervatioh* 

♦ • • 

MONDAY. 

Mri'Pclham is come to Stannadine~- 

, They will (Ikm be married, for the man- 

tua-maker went over this morning, doubt7 

VOL. I. c left 
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le(s to receive orders about wedding* 
clothes. Memorandum. Mifs Carda* 
mum fays they will have the clothes from 
a London warehouie, and that the groom 
went to town yefterday about them. 

TUESDAY, 

Not quite certain which of the ladies 
Mr. Pelham addrefles. He was ieen 
waljdng this morning with Mils Dudley. 

WEDNESDAY. 

Mils Marianne has pofitively refufed 
him — She may be a long time before (he 
has another offer. 

THURSDAY. 

It is very odd, if he is refufed, that he 
ftill ftays at Scannadine. Perhaps he in- 
tends to offer himfelf to Louifa. 

FRIDAY. 

We have all been miftaken. The 
Houftkeeper told my butcher when he 
went there for orders, that Mr. Pelham 
is not come as a lover, but only as an 
old friend of the family. 

Finally^ 
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Finally, after Mr. Pelham's perfon and 
character bad run throvgh all the changes 
of handfome and ugly, young and old, 
rich and poor, aniiable and dii^reeable^ 
we fent him back to his own liabitation 
on Saturday. Now, though we could not 
difcover the myftery, there really was 
fomething in Mr. Pelham's vilit. 

Ever fince Marianne's arrival at her 
father^s, Mifs Dudley perceived an un« 
ufual gravity in her air and nnanner ; and 
with true fifterly afFedion as well as deli- 
cacy, endeavoured to encourage her to 
reveal the caufe by a Toothing tendernefs 
of behaviour, rather than by a P]0^ti^ 
curiofity, which indeed never defixVes, 
and fe4dom pofleflfcs confidence. The 
timid Marianne at length, ventured to 
unbofom herfelf to her (ifter, by owning 
that during her vi(it at Lady Milton's, fhe 
had received declarations of love from 
Mr. Pelham, her Ladyfhip's nephew, 
a gentleman of handfome fortune and un^ 
blemiihed character. 

c 2 Louifa 
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Lonifa congratulated her upon fo re- 
ipedbable a conqueft^ and cxprefled the 
traofport (he would feel at feeing her 
placed under the proceSion of a worthy 
hufband; but added^ that probably (he was 
ttot yet able to judge^ whether Mr. Pelham 
feally poflefled the requifices that were 
efiential to her ideas of happinefs. 

Marianne's uncertainty upon this fubjeft 
did not arife from an^^ doubt ' fhe enter- 
tained refpefting the gentleman's merits, 
or the poffibility of her approving htm» 
She was fearful left Mtfs Milton's affec-. 
lions fhould have beenr engaged by her 
^4u(in, in which cafe (he would die a thou- 
land deaths before fht would be the caufe 
ef blading the tender bloflbm of her 
Eliza's latent love. She had not indeed 
any grounds for this fufpicion^ but the 
friendfhip which fubSfted between the 
ladies was of a romantick kind> and con- 
iequently was too refined in its hopes 
and fears to be adapted to ordinary capa* 
cities. 5 p 

l4)uifa 
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Louifa >vas not cafuift enough to de- 
termine the intricate qOeftion, whether 
Marianne ought to rejedl Mf. Pelham, 
on the poflibility that Mifs Milton niighc 
be in love with him. Knowing no other 
rules of adlion than the plain laws o( 
equity and honour, how could (he decide 
onTi point, which I may fay was finely ob- 
fcured by furrounding difHcultics i Had 
flie pleaded for Mr. Pelbam, Marianne 
had a variety of inftances of high h^roick 
virtue to produce^ not drawn indeed from 
aftual obfervation of life« but from her 
favourite ftudies. She had long beea 
an attentivereaderof nnemoirsand adven- 
tures^ and had tranfplanted into her gen- 
tle bofom all the foft feelings and highly 
refined fenfibilities of the rcfpcftivc 
heroines. 

After feveral days of cruel perplexity, 
in which (he at length refolved to facri- 
fice love (for flie doubted not her owa 
regard for Mr. Pelham) upon the altar 
of friendlhipi a fervant arrived with a 
packet from Lady Milton. The firft 

c 3 letter 
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letter addreflcd to Mr. Dudley I (hall 
crMfcribe* 

' Sim, 
' Though many years have intervened, 
fince your departure from England ter- 
minated an acquaintance from which I 
received the fincereft pleafure^ I do not 
doubt your recognifing the writing of 
an old friend with joy. The warm 
efteem which your excellent wife ever 
exprefled for me and my late fifter 
Pelham, and the happy hours we pafled 
together in early life, induces me to 
urge my prefent requeft with an air of 
confidence. The many excellencies 
of your younger daughter have made 
a deep imprellion upon my nephew's 
heart; I flatter myfelf. Sir, that upon 
enquiry you will find both his morals 
and fortune unexceptionable. Should 
he be fo fortunate as to obtain the ap- 
probation of the younjg lady and your- 
felf, I cannot exprefs the tranfport I 
(hall feel at receiving the child of my 
moft valued friend into my family. My 

' daughter, 
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daughter^ who loves her Marianne with 
more than a (ifter's fondnefs, is in rap- 
tures at difcovering her coufin's attach* 
ment, and laments bittely that a dif- 
order in her eyes prevents her from 
addreifing her dear correfpondent upon 
the fubjeft. Mr. Pelham writes by the 
fame conveyance. Allow me. Sir, to 
hope that his propofals will be as ajgree*^ 
able to you, as the fweet objeiSt of his 
affedtions is to us, and that you will fis 
an early day for the viGt he requefts per- 
miflion to make. With refpedful com- 
pliments to yourfelf and Mifs Dudley, 
with whom I hope foon to renew a per- 
fonal acquaintance, and kindeft love to 
my dear niece eleA, (pardon the free- 
dom of that expreffion,) 1 remain, 

' Dear Sir, 

* Yours affeftionately, 

• £• MILTON/ 



C4 



^x A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

CHAP. V. 

Femali irrefolution may ffoaed fr$m too 
much as well as from tec Utile refinement. 

A MIND difpofcd co enjoy all the 
ntgreeable circumftances this ^orld affords, 
would have confider^d the letter with 
Mrhich I concluded my laft chapter a3 a 
pleafant events at lead a$ an indilputable 
proof that the Miltons aftoaily defired 
the propofed .alliance. . But Marianne 
Dudley wa»^ too refined to be tbu^ eafily 
Satisfied. She doubted not that her Lady- 
fbip Itatedi as far as ihe knew, the real 
caufe of Eliza's diftrefling filence, but 
CQuld delicacy, while labouring under the 
pangs of hop^lefs love, dp ^herwiff tbaa 
endeavour to conceal its tortures, under 
the aflTumed air of indilpofition ? No, it 
was too evident ; Eliza was certainly in 
lowe. 

Such were the reflexions which agitated 
her bofoni, when her father with a faiiling 
air delivered the letter for her perufal. 

Louifa 
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Louifa had informed him on his confulring 
her about their contents, that (he believed 
her fitter was not indifferent to Mr. Pel- 
ham's merits ; how then could he account 
for the ttrong diftr^fs vilible in Marianne's 
countenance: ihe however, recollefting 
that her for rows were of too delicate a 
nature for her father to underftand, 
thought it right, if poffible, to keep them 
from his obfervation, and hurried out of 
the room juft in time to conceal a flood 
of tears. 

Mr. Dudley turned to Louifa to explain 
this extraordinary circiimftance, who per-^ 
haps thinlyng her fitter a little whimfical, 
difguifed her knowledge of the real caafe, 
and pleaded the perplexing terrors an 
ingenuous and refle£|ing mind mutt feel 
at the idea of intrufting its happinefs to 
a ftranger's care,. She took an oppor- 
tunity of following Marianne to her 
dreffing-room as foon as (he could, and 
found her juft recovered from a profountl 
reverie. A happy and heroical thotrght 
bad occurred. By receiving Mr. Pet- 

05* ham's 
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ham's addreflfes (he would be enabled to 
judge of the ftate of Mifs Milton's heart; 
and if by her pining defpair her latent 
love was confirnned, generous friendfhip 
might at any time renounce its own hap- 
pinefs, and even at the altar refign the 
expeftant bridegroom, who, if unwilling 
to accept the fubftituted charmer, would 
be no hero. 

She communicated this plan toLouifa, 
who, happy that a treaty fo agreeable to 
her father might at any rate commence, 
informed him immediately of her (i(ter's 
acquiefcence. A letter of invitation was 
in conicquence dtfpatched, and the happjF 
lover (bon appeared at Stannadine. 

If an open, ingenuous countenance^ 
manly fenfe, and eafy accommodating 
manners may allowably infpire the be- 
holders with a fort of intuitive efteem $ 
Mr. Pelham, who poflfeiTed ail thefe advan- 
tages, had a claim to the warm affedion 
with which Mr, and Mifs Dudley received 
him. They felicitated each other on the 
agreeable profpeifl which the propofed 

acquaint- 
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acquaintance offered ; and forgetting that 
the tie of relationfhip was not yet con- 
firmed, received him with all the kindnels 
of a brother and Ton. He brought Mari- 
anne a letcer from Mtfs Milton, dictated 
with fuch apparent eafe and heartfelt 
fatisfaftion, that even her fertile imagina- 
tion could fcarcely dart any frefh doubts 
on that head. 

Yet (he was not happy. She now began 
to be apprehenfive that Mr. Pclham was 
not the kind of charafter with whom (he 
could enjoy that perfe6t and uninterrupted 
felicity which (he was certain the union 
of two kindred minds afforded. In the 
firft place, he feemcd nmich more gay and 
lively than was confiftent with the pain- 
ful fufpence in which court(hip ought to 
keep the lover's heart. His manner was 
unembarraffed, which was wrong ; he was 
comfortable in her abfence ; her prefence 
indeed (eemed to give him fatisfadion^ 
but not of the tranfporting kind (he ex- 
peAed. He maintained his own opinions 
in converfatioHj and though he treated 

c 6 bcr 
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her with rcfpcd, yet not witii defercgc^. 
In his addre0e$ as ) lover, be fell far (hort 
of chat kneeling ecftatiq tendernei^ 
that reftlefs folicicudc, that profound vc- 
^ neracion, in (horr^ thofe thoufand name^ 
lefs refinements, which fome call ab(ur^ 
dicies and Ibme delicacieSj but by which 
men, who really love, afpire to gain th^ 
woman of their heart. Confequentljr 
might (he- not fear that his atta<chment 
was not of a kind to render their future 
lives a ftate of paradiHacal blifs ? 

If my readers (uppofe that the lady'^ 
faftidioufncfs arofe from vanity, arrogance^ 
or fpleen, they miftake the character I 
mean to delineate. It was long ago ob« 
fcrved that the virtues lie between two 
oppofite vices ; thus is all our attention 
awakened to keep the ftraight path of rec- 
titude, as the lead deviation leads us into 
one of the extremes. From ovcr-ftrained 
humility, from gentlenefs which had en- 
creafed to timidity, and from fcnfibility 
indqlged till it became a weaknefs, from 
t^iefe caufe§ I fay,* and from a wrong efti- 

riiatc 
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mate of lifej the errors and forrows of 
M^rianae Dudley are to be derived. 

In her character I wi(h to exhibit tha 
portrait of f^n amiable aad Ligenuou9 
cqiind, folicico^is to excel, and defirous to 
be happy, but dellituce of natural vigvour 
or acquired ftabilicy ; forming to itfelf 
9 roms^ntick ftandard, to which nothing 
human ever attained 1 perplexed by ima- 
ginary difficulties ', finking under fancied 
evils; deftroying its own peace by the 
very means which it cakes to fecure it; 
and ading with a degree of folly beneath 
the commpn levels through' its defire of 
s^fpiring above the ufual limits; of female 
excellence* 

Left aA qbjeftion (hould be ft^rted, that 
the exhibition of fuc:h a character may be 
of diflfcrvice to the general caufe of mo- 
rality, I ihaH urge my reafoos for main- 
tftioAog a contrary opiniqn. I have looked 
on life with de^p attentton, ^nd forefcc 
t\o evils likely to enXue from impreffing 
upon the minds of youths as fooh and aa 
deeply 9A poQiWft, juft motions of the 

journey 
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journey chcy are «bo\it to cake, and juft 
opinions of their fellow-travellers. I am 
perluaded that the imaginary duties which 
the extreme of modern refinement pre* 
fcribes, are never pra£tifed but at the ex- 
pence of thofe folid virtues, whofe fupe- 
rior excellence has ftood the teft of ages. 
I conceive that the rules prefcribed to us 
as foetal and accountable beings, are fully 
fufficient to exercife ^11 our induftry while 
in this tranGtory ftate. I wifli to afk the 
fair enthuQafts who indulge in all the ex- 
travagance of heroick generofity, roman. 
tick love, and exuberant iriendfhip* 
whether they really fuppofe it poffible to 
improve upon the model which Chrift- 
ianity (our beft comfort in this world and 
fure guide to the next) prefents for our 
imitation. If not, I would tell them, 
that fimpie but ineftioiable code prefents 
no puzzling queftion to tear the divided 
heart by contrary duties. It fpeaks of 
life as a mutable fcene, and it admonifhes 
us to enjoy its bleffings with moderation, 
and to endure its evils with patience. It 

tells 
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tells us that man is as variable as the 
world he inhabits^ that imperfedions 
mingle with the virtues of the beft ; and 
by the fine idea of a date of warfare, urges 
us to conftant circumfpe£tion and un- 
wearied attention. From this mixture of 
good and evil it direds our purfuit after 
the former, by teaching us to curb our 
pallions, and to fnoderate our defires \ to 
expeft with diffidence, enjoy with gratis 
tude, and refign with fubmiffion. It com- 
mands us, confcious of our own failings, 
to be indulgent to the errors of others. 
Upon the bafis of mutual wants, general 
imperfe£tion, and univerlal kindred, it 
builds the fair ftrudture of candour and 
benevolence. 

And do tbefe, writers whofe works 
generally fall into tlie hands of the younger 
part of the fofter fex, indeid fuppofe that 
they fcrve the inteiefts of this divine in- 
ftitution, when they excite the dangerous 
cxcefs of the paffions, by reprefenting 
the violence of love, grief, defpair, and 
jeaioufy^ not only as amiable frailties^ 

bu£ 
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but as commendable qualities ? Ou^it 
fuicide ever to be introduced by a Chrift- 
ian author^, but as a brand of infamy^ to 
inark chara^ers peculiarly deteftable ? 
Should the love of a man to a married 
woman ever be foftened into an innocent 
attachment, or defcribed as a tender weak- 
nefs which he cannot conquer , confequently 
rather as the error of nature and neceflity^ 
than of choice i Why is the young mind 
kd to form hopes which cannot be realized^ 
and thus^ by barbing the ihafts of difap* 
pointment, to add to the already ample 
ftock of human calamities ? In youth we 
ftart upon a race, in which the difficulties 
of the way generally increafe as we draw 
nearer to the goal; and inftead of ftrength* 
cning the refolution, and bracing up the 
foul for the conteft, modern writers gene- 
rally teach us to (brink at the firfl (hock 
of evil; to melt in tender foftnefs at woes 
of our own creating, and thus to turn 
with difguft from life before the fun of 
ouF cxiftencc has advanced ta its me- 
ridian, . , • 

Thcfc 
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Thefe romantick notions indeed gene- 
rally leave us on our journey; but what 
is the confequence ? Repeated difappoint- 
ments four the temper, we grow querulous 
complainers, difagreeable *to others and 
burcbeofome to ourfelves; and at laft, 
HOC unfrequently do we arraign the wif- 
dom of Providence for not having ren^ 
dered this world a pcrfed, inftead of a 
probationary ftate; for not having given 
us the felicity it never pronrufedj or for 
having inQf^aoced in ui defires which we 
ougHt CO fubdue, (ince our Creator meanc 
cb^ii rather as trials of fortitude than aa 
fowcos of gracificacioo. 

CHAP. VI. 

fke Author endtavours i9 gei rid of tbi 
/mous bumoUr wkick eontaminaud tbi 
laft chapter. . 

X O thofe who have had the courage 
to follow me through the ferious conclufioo 
of the lail chapter^ no apologies for its 

con- 
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tents will I hope be necelTary ; and I am 
certain all my well-bred readers will 
exercile their ufual privilege of ikipping 
over the unintercfting page. For their 
fakes^ therefore^ I (hall immediately relume 
the narrative^ premifing, to conciliate 
their regard, that though I live in retire- 
ment, I know too much of the manners 
of the world, ever to expcft even momen- 
tary attention to a moral reproof, when 
it attacks a reigning foible. And indeed^ 
fince youth and affluence generally proteft 
their pofleflbrs from many real calamities^ 
and as a certain portion of forrow feems 
neceflary in the compofition of human 
affairs; it would perhaps be cruel to per- 
fuade the gay world to forget the many 
pretty little fubjeAs of complaint, and 
all the agreeable viciflitudes which the 
fairy regions of imaginary diftrefs amply 
iiipply. 

In returning to my hiftory I (hall illuf- 
trate this pofition. Can the calm fatis- 
faftion a young woman, who thinks and 
zQl% in a common way^ would receive 

from 
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from the addrefles of fuch a lover as Mr« 
Pelham> be half (b enchanting as th^ fweet 
perturbations^ the delightful emotions, 
which a fuperior turn of fentiment excited 
in Marianne's breaft ?- Now elevated by 
the hope that he would refine into an 
Orondates, now agonized by the idea 
that he had nothing of true fendbility in 
his compoiition. From her early child- 
hood fhe had maintained a voluminous 
correfpondence with Mils Milton; but 
on the prefent occafion fhe was deprived 
of all the confolation which pouring ou( 
her foul to her Eliza would have afTordedf 
by that young lady's warm efteem for 
her coufin. Mifs Dudley's fincere afFec* 
tion and acknowledged prudence pointed 
her out as a proper confidante, but un« 
fortunately (he wanted the grand requi* 
fite, for Louifa had (b little fentiment, 
that (he was more inclined to laugh at 
her fifter.'s apprehenfions, than ta pour 
balm into the wound. Marianne was there- 
fore compelled to confine her forrows 
almoft wholly to her own bofoau 

On 
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On the contrary, Mr. Pclham was fo 
thoroughly fatijfied with his reception that . 
he impaiientJy wjfhcd for an alliance with a 
family truly eftinnablc in all its branches. 
The romantick turn of his fair miftrefs did 
not indeed efcape his penetration^ and he 
once dared to rally her upon* the fubjeft; 
but perceiving it onlj^encreafcd the feriouf- 
nefs of her features, he carefully avoided 
again introducing it.* He had delicacy 
enough to be tender of the failings of the 
wonnan whom be loved, and enough of 
Jove CO be convinced, that the fweetnefs of 
Jher trnnper and the goodnefs of her heart 
would conquer the little errors whic|i a 
ronianfick prdpenfity had engrafted upon 
Jbtr inexperienced mind $ at leaft would 
prevent them from ever giving pain to 
an afFedionate huiband. He hoped a 
little commerce with the world, to which 
&e was almoft a firanger, would divert 
•her thoughts from their prefent train, 
and he janticipated the agreeable profp^ft 
of her laughing in a few years at her 
former eathoftafm. 

Soon 
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Soon afcer he kfc Stannadine he was 
invited to .Milton Hall, to join in the 
fcftivities which were intended to welcome 
the return of her Ladylhrp's only fon 
from the Indies i where he had refided 
leveral years in a military ftation, and 
amafled a fortune fuflicient to reftore that 
ancient family to the rcfpeftability it for- 
merly poflcfled. At this happy meeting, 
Mr, Pelham's agreeable profpefts were 
difcufled amongft other .^mily topicks. 
He fpokc of the merits of Mr, and Mift 
' Dudley in fuch warm ternrw of rccommen- 
datioD, that Sir William Mrlton*s impa- 
tience to be introduced to thefc cftimablc 
charaftcrs, could not confine its defire 
of gratification till after his coufin's nup- 
tials. The privileges allowed to an ac- 
cepted lover, feemed to juftify a requeft 
to accompany him on his next vifit to 
the Dudleys^ and Mr. Pclham, not a little' 
proud of his Marianne's attraftions, had 
no objedion to ihtrodtice her to his 
friend. 

Nature 
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Nature indeed had been far lels liberal 
to Sir William than to the other gentleman. 
To judge by his countenance^ a gloooiy 
fufpicious foul feemed to lour from under 
his dark bent eye-brows^ and the air of 
confcious hauteur, which accompanied 
all his affcions, rendered even his conde- 
fcenfions painful and mortifying. He 
had been too long accuftomed to the fer- 
vile adulation of, the eaft, to recolle£t 
that freeborn Britons are feldom inclined 
to admit the clainis of wealth and arro« 
gance, if men poflfefs no fuperior title to 
refped and efteem. So ftriking was his 
appearance, that even the candid Louifa 
told her fifter, that, if Mr. Pelham's coun- 
tenance had been as unpleaGngi Ihe would 
have confidered her apprehenfions of fu* 
ture unhappinefs to have been rationah 

But though Miis Dudley drew thcfe 
unfavourable conclufions from Sir Wil- 
liam's manner, he faw in her's an en* 
chanting grace which enforced his appro- 
bation. Never did eafy fweetnefs of tem- 
per, modeft fenfe, poli(hed affability, 

^ and 
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tod ftrift propiety of exprcflion and be*. 
havioiir> appear more amiable than in the 
worthjT Louifa. Thefe were the qualities 
which he mod defired in a companion 
for life, and conceiving the propofaU he 
had it in his power to make too, ample 
to admit of hefitationj he foon requefted 
a private conference with Mr. Dudley, 
and afked his permiflion to addrefs his 
elder daughter. 

The fond father would have rejoiced^ 
if the man who afpired to the juftly 
efteemed darlii^ of his heart had been 
more apparently amiable. He anfwered 
with hefitation. His daughter's choice 
was free, and he (hould limit his inter- 
ference to the character of an advi&r ; . but 
he added, the liberality of Sir William's 
propofals required at leaft franknefs on 
his. part. It might be expefled fronri his 
ftyle of living, that Louifa's fortune would 
prove adequate to the expe^ations Sir 
William Milton rnight juftly pretend to. 
Jt was unhappily the reverfe. Indeed on 
declining the mercantile bufihefs, he ima« 

gined 
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gined he had iecurcd an handfonie income^ 
but the dierftmSion of that part of Barba* 
does in which his eftate lay, together with 
the doubtful credit of a great mercaotile 
houfe, in whoie concerns he had from 
motiiws of prirate friendfhip rafUjr 
embarked all hit peribnal property^ ren«> 
dered his daughter's fortune at beft but 
problematical I and he feared he. could 
rate her value at litde more than a mind, 
which would not be deftituoe of €omforts> 
even %n depreCTed circomftanccs. 

Sif William* was more gratified than 
difappointed at this difcovcry. The. idea 
of laying a wife under an* obligation was 
racher flattering to his pridej and fince 
his own fortune was too large to confine 
his views in. plans of expenditure, he was^ 
defirous of marrying a woman who having 
no claim of her own to afBuct}ce> might 
enjoy the wealth to which he gave her a 
title, with exultation af>d gratitude. He 
told Mr. Dudley, that/thanks to fortune 
and his' own exertions, he bad no reafori 
to confider pecuniary conveniences. Mifa 

Dudley 
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EHidky was the woman he Ihould prcfcir 
to all others^ and he even wifiied her to 
bring him nothing more than bsr merit 
and her afFe£tions« 

Tkere was £ueh a«i ait of gerierpfity in 
the above dedaradonjrthat Mr. Dudiejr 
condemned hinrifelf for haying yielded to 
erroneous and uncharitable prepofleflTions. 
He promifcd CO. introduce him to his 
daughter, as an admirer whofe pretcn* 
iions met his ' a|^robation ; and then 
retired to confider of the mod: likely means 
€0 render his mediation fucce&ful. He 
recoUefted that wheh they difcufled the 
chara£):ers of their vifita^ts the preceding 
evening, Louila had fpokeii of Sir WiU 
Ham in terms of fuch ftrong dila{^oba» 
tion, and drawn a parallel between hin^ 
and Mr. Peflham fo manifeftly to Sir 
William's difadvantage, that Mr, Dudley 
thought proper gently to check her 
warthtb, as rat4ier indicative of the n^« 
nels of a precipitaite conclofion,: than of 
the difpaffionate, qandid judgment he 
wilhed her to. form. She pekJed with 

roh. u D placid 
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placid fubmiffion to his reproofs, and al* 
jowed the force of the extenuating circum^ 
ftailces he urged in Sir William's behalf; 
but, refleding upon thecircumftance^ Mr« 
Dudley thought he perceived her acquis 
efcence had rather^ proceeded from defei- 
fence than &om conviction. 

CHAP. vn. 

'^ Extremely duU. 

]S/Ir. Dudley haftened to Louifa's 
apartment, impatient to difcqfs the im- 
portant fubjed which occupied iiis atten- 
tion. He intended to ftate with emphafis 
and ^recifion the reafons which induced 
him to accede to Sir William's offers, 
and to exert his own infiuence over Louifa's 
mind to enfure their fuccefs; but ere he had 
proceeded far, the young lady's apprehen* 
iioas took the alarm. She funk upon {ler 
knees, and clafping her father's haads# 
with eyes fwimming in tears, and looks 
fiill of anxiety and confternation, ex- 

.claixz>ed| 
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claimed^ " My dearcft Sir, do not marry 
ine to Sir William Milton." 

To give pain to that bofom which had 
been the faithful repofitory of his fccreti 
and forrows; to afflid the dutiful and 
amiable child, to whofe love and fym-^ 
pathy he had ever fled as a refuge from 
injury, and a cure for dif^ppoinctnent; 
was more than Mr. Dudley's refdutioit 
could fupport. He tenderly raifed hcri - 
aflured her of his unremitting tendernefs; 
and hurried out of the room to give vent 
to the expreflion of that concern his fwell^ 
ing heart could fcarcely rqCain. . 

When alone, and removed from the in- 
fluence of her powerful tears, he rccol- 
leded that till flie was in pofieflion pf the 
whole argument, her decifion could not 
be juft. The fentiments refpeding filial 
confidence which (he had always enter** 
tained> the known propriety of her con* 
dud. and the calm command ihe had 
ever poffefTed over her affedlions, left him 
no room to fuppofe that her diflike to 
Sir William proceeded from the addrefles 

D 2 of 
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of a preferred, though unacknowledged 
lover. He at leaft determined to make 
another attempt, and fearing again to 
cxpofe his reibkidon to the influence of 
her foft diHrefs, had recourfe to his pen, 
and wrote the following letter : 

* TO MISS DUDLEY. 

^However lively my dear child's re- 
lu£kance to read this addrefs may be, it 
cannot exceed what I feel, while by 
writing it I difcharge a certain, though 
painful duty« Let a finrular inducement 
^rgt you, my Louifa, to weigh my ar- 
guments with attention. When you 
have done this, with all the temper and 
confideration of which you are miftrels, 
I give you my word that your anfwer 
fliaU be deciQve. The fubjeA in dif- 
cufTion (hall never more be revived, if 
you perfift in your refufaL 

* Have I too highly rated your confi- 
dence in me,' by fuppoGng that you are 
adually free from the impale of a prior 
attachment, and confequently at liberty 
to govern your heart by the !^f&ates 

15 ' *of 
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' of your judgment ? If, my love, from 

* exuberant delicacy or extreme timidity, 

< you have concealed from me a fecret 

* of fuch importance, this is the moment 
^ of difcovery. To urge you in favour 

< of Sir William, while you feel a pre-* 
c ference for another, would at once be 

* cruel and unjuft. Fear no upbraidings 

* from a father : my arms are open to em* 
' brace you, my heart confirms your 
' pardon, and my bed advice and afiiftance 

* are ready any way in which you ihaU 
^ require their exertion^ bui till you aflfurc 
' me to the contrary, I will fappofe. y09 

* abfolutely difengaged. 

« Did all men fee you with. my partial 
' eyeSj I fhould iiave a propofal to asn^ 
^ nounce, at lead as unexcef>tionable ai 
' that which awaits the acceptance^ of 
f your happy filler. I do not fcruple to 
' own tiiat neither the perfon or manners 

* of Sir William Milton are conciliatingi 
« His virtues appear to be of the ftem 

< rather thaiv of the amiable caft, and I 

< ftiould conceive, that like our firft King 

D 3 * Charles, 
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^ Charles, he would foil the glofs of gene- 
' rofity by an ungracious nnethod of be- 
' ftowing fevours. But when the heart 



* is right, candour will excufe the reft. 

* Were you lefs happy in the prudent 

* gcntlenefs of your own temper, I would 

* not recommend an union with one who 

* will probably claim indulgence. I depend 
' upon the influence of your fweetnefs, to 
Vfoften his afperity, or at leaft to enable 

* you to fupport its effefts with patience 

* and chearfulnefs. You have too much 
•good fcnfc to expcft perfeAion either 
^ia character or fituation, and though an 
^ accommodating temper is effential to 

* happinefs in moft marriages^ 1 think my 

* Louifa might be happy if her hufband 
' poflefled it but in an inferior degree. 

• I build my hopes on the juft fenfc he 

* has of your merits. He gcncroufly fup- 

* pofes them an ample equivalent for all 

* the advantages wealth can beftow. How 

* flattering is this opinion to a doating 

* father ! How fatisfaftory, when he 

* refleAs that his darling child's virtues 

* are 



A GO'SSIP*S SfTORY- 6j 

arc of a caft that will bear the fcruti- 
niziog eye of inquiry ! That they will 
realize the expeftations of love, and 
elevate it into efteeoi ! Am I too fan- 
guine in fuppofmg that a man, who can 
make the liberal offers he has done, 
will be influenced by the fwcet and can- 
did partner lie has purchafcd with his 
liberty and his fortune? 
* You are, I know, above pecuniary 
motivesi on this head, however, I fhall 
introduce niyfelf. Unwilling tc difturb 
yout peace, I have as much as poflible 
diminiflied my fears for the fccurity of 
the fleer, in which the little property 
I could prcferve from the wreck of my 
fortunes in the Weft-Indies, is embarked. 
I have alfo ,wbolly concealed my doubtsy 
which are now almoft.certainties, refped- 
ing the refponfibility of the Meflieurs 
Tonnereaus. Sir William knows on* 
what a doubtful contingence your fortune 
depends, and I never ftiall forget the 
air of pleafure bis countenance aflfumed 
at the difcovery j as if he till then doubted 

D 4 , * the 



66 A GOSSIP^S STORY. 

« the validity of his prctenfions to you. 

* Confider, my child, if my apprehenfions 
« are juft (and I aflbre you I did not lightly 

* entertain them) how I am to fupporc 
' the thought that my rafh and fatal con- 

* fidencc has reduced you to penury* 

* You will, I know, endure adverfity with 

* dignity and patience, but every fmile 
' in which you meekly drcft your coun-- 

* rcnance to receive me, will be a dagger 
« in my confcious heart, 

* To you, who have been bred in aiflu- 

* ence, the perplexities of a limited for- 

* tune are inconceivable while at a dif* 
' tancej but when experienced they will 
' be mod poignantly felt. I knew them, 

* my child, in my early years. My est- 
« cellcnt father poflcffcd every defirablc 
^ blefTing except a competence. He was, 
« you know, a Clergyman, living upon 
« fmall preferment. His numerous family 

< was at once his delight and his perplexity, 
^ the fource of all his pleafures^ and the 
« objeft of all his fears. Even his firm 

< pbilofophick mind and fteady confidence 
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Mn Heaven, fame(iaie» yielded ta tlt<^ 
^ diftrefies which the nunaerous waots of 
^ his children occafioned^ and tl^e fear of 
^ leaving his dnvoft sKlored wifici^ aind hit 
' orphans deftitutej to« tte meccj of 
^ the worMt g^ew as hu health declined 
^ aknoft iofupiiiofcabte^ 

^ From fuch pangs^ my Louifa, I would 
^ (ecure you^ by ao union with a worthy^ 
^ chough perhaps not an highly amiable 
< man. PeriqttalconRdek^ations are beneath 
^ your accemtioA. Z>ei&<£l m ch^i^Stel' i$ €he 
' unavoidable lot of humamty* If you 
' have diicovcred no reafons for difappro- 
^ batioflb. ftr^nger ihM tha& you ftated 

^ eogagitd, I trad" yottr affefttoasiimy fail 

< Uughfi t^ gf«MtU<ktf»fl(kw in dMohiEftnel 
« which judg(ae(i£ pvefctftei* If :yalH^ 
^ rq^gOaniee is ftiH infurooountablif dd 
^ «o( a^4 tQ^ ypw perplexity by the api^c^ 

< bffnfi^iftof 09^ di^fibafanew The realbtid; 
! whkh ibfiooiiord. my cJbiid ar« at teftft 
^ efrtiticd t[| m^ ,Te^>0a:. Whethet 1 
* pofiHla ft cottage or a pabee^r my Loiilfi^ 

D 5 * is: 
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^ is moft welcome to the comforts it 

* affords. The companton of my pro- 
'■ fperityihall teach me tofupport adverfity : 

* her happinefs not her aggraDdifement 
« is the wifb of her 

^ Moft affedionate father^ 

* RiCHAKD Dudley.* 

CHAP. VIII. 

> 

,/tn attempt at novelty. Louifa relulfantfy 
fonfents to admit the addrejfes of a rich 
yeung taronet^ 

' JMiSS Dudley had fcarcely recovered 
from the involuntary ibock, which the 
firft intimation^ of Sir William Milton's 
attachmcitt had occafioned, when her 
father's letter arrived • She had perfuaded 
herfelf that either entreaty or fortitude 
might prevent the dreaded tie. The con- 
tents of the letter would at leaft have con- 
Tinced her^ thatfomething could be urged 
in juftification of Mr. Dudley's wiflies ; 
but the fentiments of }ove and confidence 
» : • with 
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mt}i which it was replete^ forcibly appeal^ 
ing to her hearty and calling forth the 
minted fentiments of filial piety and 
(Irong reludlance/ too much agitated her 
mind to allow her to reafon. She fat a 
few nnoments trembling and filent^ and 
then burfl: into tears. 

Marianne^ who at that moment entered 
the drefling-room> was fhocked at her 
fifier's pale and agitated countenance. 
She flew towards her: ** You are ill, my 
dear Louifa, for Heaven^s fake, fpeak.*' 
Mils Dudley faintly attempted to fmile; 
<* My diforder," faid Ibe, " is nothing 
but an apprebenfive- mind; you have 
a'cfeim to my confidence; Sir William 
Milton hits made propofails rcfpedling nhe 
to my father, ' which I am grieved to fay 
he approves.'* 

" Ah, my love," exclaimed Marianne^ 
" how fimikr'Js our fate! I have en- 
dured too much not -to pity youj but 
what are your refoives ?" « If poffiblcj 
to cibmply with my father's wiflies,'* re- 
turned: Ij0uifa;::« 'Heroick girl! Thc^ 

D 6 refolutiom 
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itfbluUon i» wortfcy of yourfelf. I haTe 
ac la(l brought my miod to the fame deter* 
minatton.. Hearts like ours, my Louifa, 
can nerer kndw felicity but in the con« 
verfe of a kindred foul ; yet though our 
future lives cnuft pafs in ooe fad joyle^ 
tenour, it will be a fupport in our ftifier-^ 
ings, to refleft thac we have complied 
wirh the patd'nal injundioo. This thought 
will be a balm to all our woes, and v^iH ac 
laft render the bed of death eafy. I fiiave 
lonft aj|o given up every hope^ except 
Vi'hat i derive from your affection. My 
Mer in blood and now alfo in afflidion/* 

Louifii was too ferioufly difeompoiird 
ta anfwer tbjs ^iddrefs in any other way 
than by a tender preflyre of her ^nd> 
She beggjsd to be alone. '^ I muft,*^ iaid 
Ibe, ^* be prompt in my reply ^, as it will 
bedecifive^I ought to deliberatie/' Mari- 
anne cxprefled how deeply &kt felt kft 
htxi i^id wididrew. . . 

Louifa now exerting tU her natural (w^ 
titude, again perufed her father's letiet^ 
«' Shall I/' faid Ihet «< ihrink from a duty^ 

when 
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when encouraged bjr escdmple ab well w 
precept?" 

To her father's inqiurjr refpe^ing » 
pre-engagement^ flic (nnckd fhe could 
gtifc a clear .and {uah£tarj n^;acive» 
She had not entirely efcapcd the addreflM 
of lowers, but neither their aflSduities nor 
their offers crer excited more than a 
nnonnentary attention; Hovsf then could 
fhe espiain the vibience of her averfioti 
ta Sir William? and yet the more flie 
probed her heart, the nfiore feii(ible flie 
was of her reiudanee* 

Her fadier's obiervaicionr ii> thtfucceed* 
ing pdragfiapb, refpeding the feperiov 
mttic of W hazier fiftir'^ tbiftr, brdugire 
Mr; PeUion^ bcford her eyt^ tn all' that 
fifbng l^bc of contraft m whibh htt UtiCf 
had Q^tn ezbibiced hioir Her imagina*- 
tidn winged by the wi(h, that he> infteadof 
^ Wilkami had beeii the U vep Mii^ Dud- 
ley propofedy did not €t&\ppeim\'(tomit» 

m 

cMGut^BM flight, tor recolkiA char \»ifflb^s^ 
are the weak reforc of a querolous, im- 
pafitened milid^ Het Ibol w» above 

envy, 
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envy* and though the brightnefs of Marr« 
anne's profpeds fcemcd to deepen the 
gloom of. her own, (he perceived her 
fifter was not in reialtty. happier. By her/ 
the real . excellej)K:res bf Mr. PeihamV 
cooduft were bverlooked> while fhe con- 
tinued in fanciful purfuic after an tmagi- 
narj^ undefined good. Louifa again en- 
deavoured to avoid the fault (he faw. in 
her fifter, and to make the beft of her 
own lotf but .in endeavouring .to think, 
of Sir Williana, the idea, of Mr. Pelham 
again .returned. Her cheek gibwed, and 
perhaps for the firft time (he had caufe 
to arraign the reftitudc of her l^art. 
Decreived by the native .opennefs of her 
temper^, (he fuppo(cd fte was. only cuhi-. 
vatiog the friendlhip a fifter ought to feet . 
for a (ifter's lover> when her attention 
^as ri vetted to all Mr. Felham's words, 
aiid aAioQJB. , .Without her own^/contur*! 
rfnGe> or indeed knowledge:^ herthpug^ta ! 
during her hours of. retirement had been » 
chiefly appropriated to him. < Coovidion* 
ik(hed upon her foul^ and (be felt a 

moment^ 
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momentary humiliation. I fay momen^ 
tary, for no fooner did fee difcover the 
ftatc of hen heart, than (he determined 
that Sir William Milton fhould not owe 
his rejeftion to the preference (he fecrctly 
entertained for a gentleman^ - who would 
foon probably be her fitter's hufband* 
Marianne's whimfical irrefdlution afforded 
her neither hope nor juftification ; Mr* 
Petham's attachment was avowed, and 
his miftrefs mutt, if true to her own hap- 
pinefs, reward it. At leaft honour, delN 
cacy, fifterly love, all forbade her to 
indulge a paffion, which could only end 
in guilt or difappointment. 

On returning to the letter, her father^s 
fentiments confirmed her noble reiblution. 
He priai&d. her prudence; ougbc flie'Co 
difgrace his judgment? He fpoke of 
her as his deareft confblation; andihould 
Ihe add t^ has grkfs or his embarrafftnents ? 
What a it{!«ih^ort to be abTe to fupport 
ah unfortunate but almoft adored father \ 
Could love, even innocent happy love» 
fupply a more exalted blifs? 

Deter- 
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Determinedly wjtk all cbe laudable diffi^ 
deacc of an> ua|genuou8 mind, not to truft 
her rcfolutioa to the chance of an hourj 
ibe rci^p^yed to write ta her Either, and 
tA inform, htm of the acquief^ence wUb 
his wiihes. There are fove fecrets 
y^hkk ftarcelf admit of being difcloied 
fven to Qiirielvtis* Loui&'s was of chia 
nature^ Refol^d to eradicate an attach- 
ment it would have been criminal to av^w^ 
^ juc%cd it unneceflary to mention to 
her /atber the reafqn which moft forcibly 
determined her; fince virtue^ difcretioo^ 
wd felf-command tpld her it would not 
long exift. 

. * TO MR. DUDLIY« 

. ^ Dear and Honoored Father^ 
' 'Haw* you from my earJieft mfaoey 
^ to this moment ever given a ftronger 
^ proof of your aflbdion for me» than 

< the letter I now hold to my ifarobbiqg 

< beart i Yon bid ine> Sir^ he iinceres I 

* bav€ bathed ic with tears of veneratioRtf 
^ gratitude ^ and relu^ance* ^be laft waa 

* the leaft painful emotiofi* 

< I acknow* 
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* I acknowledge no prior attach ment> 
< and I truft I (hall be able to beftow my 
^ heart where your wifhes point* At leaft> 
' the gentleman whom your fuperior pe* 
^ netration is difpofed co favour^ may be 
' fure of acquiring my efteem. Be pleafed 
^ to inform Sir William Milton that I wilt 
' endeavour to defervc his generous pre- 
^ ference : our acquaintance has been lb 

* recent that he will not expeA me to 

* fay more. To you, my father, I will 

* own that the unbounded affluence he 

* poffeffes has to me no c^her charaii 

* than that it will enable me t(x reliere 
^ every atixto^ ca^fe which opprefiSis your 

* heart. You invhc me to partake of 
5 your cottage. Oh, for a fanftuary fafe 
^ from every misfortune in which I might 

* in(hriae you ! Louisa Dudley/ 

The agitation of Mifs Dudley's mind 
was too great to permit her to write with 
a fteady band. Mr. Dudley, upon re-» 
ceiving it, haftened to her apartments 
<M have,*' laid he, tenderly embracing 

hcr^ 
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her, '* received a letter which dbes- 
honour to your filial piety and virtue. 
The pleafure I received from it would 
have been unmixed, could 1 have for- 
gotten that what gave tranfport to wy 
heart, was perhaps the fource of bitter 
pangs to yours/* 

■ '* You have convinced my reafon, Sir/'' 
replied Louifa j ** and if I did not attempt 
to z6t according to its rules, I ffiould 
deferve contempt rather than pity. But 
does Sir William know my anfwer ? I 
truft be does^ not prefs an immediate in* 



tervicw/* 



" I have jivoidcd Sir WilHam," faid Mr. 
Dudley, " and for the prefent (halL Yeu 
have rather told me what you wi(h to 
do, than what you are able to perform. 
It is not necefiary that he fbotild be imme- 
drsttcly accepted, but^fter he is, it is highly 
important that he fhould hot be able to 
tax your conduft with levity or caprice. 
Recoiled yourfelf, my child': the fubjeft 
in debate refpects your future happinefs, 
yet it is iiot more important to yourfelf 

than; 
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than to me. If tl:^ pleas I have urged 
give you pain, forget them.'* 

" Your tendcrnefs,*^ faid Louifa, melt^ 
ing into tears, *^ is lefs pleating, as it innt- 
plies a want of that confidence in itij 
ftrength of mind, which I wifli to in- 
fpire. Have I, Sir, forfeited your 
efteem? I mean to be ingenuous; Sir 
William (hall know my errors and defefts* 
I will lell him at our firft interview, that> 
perhaps I can never return his difinterefted 
regard with warm attachnt^ent; but that 
he (hall po(rds my duty, efteem, and 
gratitude. If this declaration fatisfies 
him, I will be his/' 

" And (hall I prepare him, my love,** 
faid Mr. Dudley, " by telling him that 
at the apprehenfion of that interview you 
trembled, turned pale, and eagerly caught 
hold of my hand ? My dear child, you 
never appeared more deferving of my 
efteem than at this moment. But be not 
precipitate; if your reiblution is well 
founded, it will be the fame to-morrov? 
morning. We (hall, you know, have com« 

pany 
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pany to dinner -, refu^ your compofurey 
and judge of your lover's behaviour.^ 
Trivial circumftances fomecimes prove a 
true index to the hearty and may his be 
worthy of yours P* 

Mr. Dudley prefTed his daughter's hand 
between his, and withdrew, rightly judg-* 
ing that (he would be better enzbled to 
tranquillize her mind by reflection! than 
by a further difcuflloa of the painful 
fubje£t» 

CHAP. IX^ 
iif dnverfatim pie^j €omluded by afong. 

1 HE benignant filiile with which 
Mifs Dudley perfbrn^ed the honours of 
her father's, table this day, was not the 
fatisfaClory glow of a delighted heart, but 
the placid fweetnefs of a digniBed and 
benevolent mind. Politenefs and aitten? 
tion were fo habitual to her, that it was 
impoflfible for any of the guefts to com* 
plain of neglc6l, though her bofom was 
throbbing with fenfacions of the mod 

painful 



k GOSSIP'S STORY. 79 

painful nature. Determined to give the 
pleafure (he could not feel, (he fmothered 
her fighs with fuch care^ that even Mr. 
Dudley^s watchful tyc could not dffcover 
her Ibremtf to be only alltimed ; and he 
cosgraculated himielf that the alliance 
which promifed to fupport his tottering 
forcuhes, would alfo confirm his Louifa's 
happrnefs* 

The next i^iterefting figure in th^ 
groupe was Mr. Pelham, but as he really 
was as oriuch a;t eaje as he appearcfd, his 
merit muft rank below the miJd chter- 
fijlnefs of Mifs Dudley. His Kycly fcnfe 
and attentive good-humour, while it 
feemed only folicitous to call forth the 
various talents c^ the company, • enjoyed 
• the reverberation of the plcafore which 
be excited. Every body went away fatif- 
6ed| and per fuaded that, next themfelves^ 
Mr. Pelham was the moft amiable and 
beft-informed perfon of the party. Swift 
obierves, ^' th« the perfon whom all agree 
» pronounce deferviag of the &cond 

plaee^ 
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place> defcrvcs*in reality the firft;" I £haU 
not controvert thia. opinion. 

The fair Marianne was not (o univer- 
fally admired Aieer fhe had left her 
filler's drefling-roort), to divert the fym- 
pathifing pain: flic realiy felt» fhe had re- 
courfe to her ftudies. The novel felefied 
for the morning was of the mournful caft^ 
and after attending the heroine through 
four long volumes of fentimental mifery, 
the ideas of foft diftrefs were fo familiarized 

ft 

^to her mindj and fo heightened by Louifa's 
fufferings and her. own perplexities, that 
during the whole evening, fhe appeared 
more like the weeping April than the 
finiling May* 

Sir William Milton exhibited a dif* 
ferent caft of charafter. . On his entrance 
into the room, he caft an obferving glance 
from under his bent brows, on the 

A 

company, which, though it confided of 
all the genteel people of Danbury, he con- 
fidered to be utterly beneath his notice. 
Wrapping himfelf, therefore, in his own 
confcious importance, he fat filently 

enjoying 
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enjoying the fiiperiortty he fclc. A t inter- 
vals he threw his eyes upon Louifa, not 
to fee how much flie furpsifled the objeds 
around 4ier, but to wonder why jfhe would 
take pains to render. kerfelC/iqgi;eeable to 

JUcb people. , . • ' . ; . > ; 

I do f^ot h6}d' forth this conduifl as 
prudent. Few people are fo ftupld as 
not to perceive whfea they are defpifed^ 
and fewer yet rhave fufficicnt ferviiity to 
fubmit to conteiinfpt« .Thofe.who appear 
to do fo are guided, by iotcrefted motives, 
and it would lower the hauteur of arro- 
gance to rpiie&> that the inferiors on 
whorn they: excrcife their . ill-hwmou''^ 
cxpe6t,to be repaid for their for bear inc^. 
Wealth and iiank have many natufal a^« 
vantages; mankind only aflcs permiflion 
to applaud and to admire them. A nod 
from his Grace, a bqw from my Lord^ 
or' 4 fmile from the Squire,, are ^ .fort of 
checque drawn upeTn: OMr^iOwn. vanity, 
which we pundlually difcharge with ^ large 
quantity of comoKiftdaitian;. All my 
neighbours went determined to like the 

Nabob; 
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Nabob; yet eveaCaptain Target^ though 
he had reiblved to vific him at Milton* 
hall, returned without beit^ in raptures. 
To own tbt truth, every body. was too 
much piciQcd^ to oonfeTs their own pecu- 
liar difappointmentj but very kindly 
j»tted other people's ; and the unamiable 
defcription of Sir William's haughty re- 
fcrve concluded with, '* To be furc /ihoukl 
not fay fb, for be. was very civil to me^ bua 
[ <|uite rude to M n and Mrs. fuch-a<>one/' 
No fooner had the part^ broken up^ 
than Marianne began to pity Louifa ; ** I 
trembled for you^ my love, the whole 
day,'* faid fhe. ** How embarraffing } 
to be forced to, entertain ftvan^ers^ while 
your heart was torn with iuch cruel ap^ 
prehenfions." 

*« I could have wilhcd,*' replied Louifa, 
fmiling, ^* that you had been a little better 
able to aflKt me. I was concerned to 
fee you fo out of fpirits.'" 

" And did you oi>ferve it ? O you arc 
jufl: fuch a kind attentive friend as tny 
dear Grandmamma was ! B«it fympathy, 

the 
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the boaft of women> has no place in the 
bofom of men. You muft now acknow- 
ledge that I am right. If Mr.Pelham 
loved me> he never could have been fo 
cheerful and volatile while I was fo de- 
pre0ed.. Sir Williaai's behaviour was. 
ftrikingly different ; he hung upon your 
looks with the air of a man^ who only 
lived in your prefence. His filence too. 
and dcjeded air were highly expreflive 
of the anxious unaccepted lover. lodeed, 
Louifa, you will rule every movement 
of his foul." 

<< I had rather be lefs important to him, 
or elfe difcover fomething more amiable 
in his manners/' returned Louifa. <^ His 
fixed attention difconcerted me, but per- 
haps time may render him lefs alarming. 
However, as you arc become the pane- 
gyrtfl: of my admirer, let me fpeak in 
favour of yours." , 

*^ Giddy infenfible creature," replied 
Marianne. 

" How,** cried Louifa, " can you call 

him infenfible, who took this morning, 

TOL. I. ' E unknown 
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urikrrcAvn to any one, a walk' of fire miles 
to relieve a worthy family in diftrefs ? 
Hii TS cheerful' and agreeably anJirarect 
itideed, but did you ever fcc hii' rilMh 
offetid the lakvs of decorurfi,- 'pofttcneft, 
or hunfianity ? Withwliaf rcfpcck docs 
H* fpeak of ferious and facred fubjefts ? 
His behaviour to Mr. Medium to-day is 

m 

ii\ ^otnt. How gcneroufly.did he refdoe 
that diffident man from the frothy .jt(\:i of 
Captain Target? What coiffcqueAcc 
did he give him in theeyfe of fcvery one 
prefent, by the attentions he himfelf 
paid ? I truft I (hould not have b^eh ne- 
gligent, but ic vPouKl have been impbiBibte 
for rrte to overlook tftj 'dignity df thtf 
clerical charafter,- while fuch a Mentor 
was preftnt. ♦ How delicately did' he 
divert from Mifs Cardam'um the coinmon- 
place raillery upon old maids, at ihe i iftant 
too that Mr. Alfop was preparing a laugfi 
at the Captain's jbkes ? Every ont was 
delighted to fee the man of wit- ioAk irt- 
finitely more^ ridiculous, than^ thfe poor 
perfccutcd fpihfter/' 

«^My 
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" My heart wars not fufficiently at cafe 
to obfcrve them," anfwcrcd Marianne, 
half fmiling. ** But I am rejoiced to fcfe 
you could. . It certainly is a good omen 
for Sir William." 

** I do not doubt," returned Louifa, 
recollc6ttng herfelf, " but that I fhall« 
foon be able to difcover many latent good 
qualities in bim; and then my prefent re- 
ludtancc to his addrefles wiUdifappear." 
" Noe if you are.like me,'* fighed Ma- 
rianne, ^* Mine incrcafe every hour*f' : . 

" Then, for Heaven's fake, why not- 
immediately refufe Mr. Pclhfcm i?"- 

" Can you, who fet me fucha pattern' 
of heroifm, aik, or need 1 anfwer ? Filiai 
piety forbids." 1 • 

•« You certainly miftake my father,'*? 
returned Louifa ; " he leaves you abfo-* 
lutely free ; he does not even infloeacc 
you by giving his opinion." 

" And can you imagine me ignorant*! 
what that opinign is ?" faid MarianneJ^ 
" His eyes have told it me, every conr-' 
mcndation he u iters convinces nhe of 

t 2 his 
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his wlihes^ and to chofe wifhes I xievcce 
myfclf a facr ificc. I might even aflc you, 
why he (hould be fo folicicous to fee you 
married, and yet indifferent how I am 
difpofcdof?" 

Louifa, who recolleAed that her father 
did not wi(h to deprefs her fifler^s mind^ 
by difcovering the misfortunes which 
threatened him, knew not how to reply. 
Marianne, who mifconftrued her embar- 
ralTment, pafConately exclaimed, ''Speak, 
your filence is more diftradling than cer- 
tainty. If there be any reafon, it mud be 
that I have Itfs of his affections, and if 
fo, loft, undone Marianne !" ** You yhcld 
to a cauftlefs alarm,'* returned Louifa. 
•* Do, my dear girl, endeavour to conquer 
thele keen fenfibilities. Be affured you 
have a full (hare of my fatherV heart. 
Let me perfuade you to entruft to him 
all your troubles. His tendernefs will 
relieve, and his difcretion will dired you. 
He has all the delicacy you can wi(h for 
in a confident i he will encourage you by 
kis condefcenfion; and fupporc you by his 

firmnefs. 
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firmnefs. When you have opened your 
heart to him, you will no longer doubt 
his lively afFedion. Tell me, Marianrtr, 
will you take courage ? Shall I prepare 
him for the interview ?** 

After a little hcfitation Marianne con- 
fented, and retired to confider what her 
troubles and forrows really were. 

In the morning Mifs Dudley met her 
father in the library. Her fmiling afpcdt 
induced him' to tell her, that, encouraged 
by the unconftrained e^fc of her beha- 
viour yctterday, he had acquainted Sir 
William Milton with hfer determination ; 

• 

which he was the more folicitous to do, 
as he perceived the young Baronet hurt at 
being kept in fufpence. He concluded 
with faying, that the favour of an imme- 
diate introduftion had been requefted. 
Louifa had fufficient prefence of mind to 
avoid trembling, and again catching hold 
of her father's ann, fhe walked to the 
window, and in a few moments faid (he 
would retire to her drefling-room afr^er 
breakfaft, and would then fee Sir Williarii. 

E 3 She 
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. She now rccolledcd her fifter's^requeft, 
^nd ftated, as weU as (he .was able, the 
irfcfolution and. terror yrider which Mari- 
.ar>ne laboured. Mr. Dudley, who had 
long thought his younger daughter . one 
of the peculiar favourites of fortune, 
was aftonifhed to find that ihe alfo was 
fuffering undjer ** the penalty of Adam." 
He readily promifcd his affiftance,, but 
had Louifa been in a livelier humour, it ia 
poflTible th^y might have mutually laughed 
at the peculiar nature of the fair mourner's 
tmbarraflrncnt. 

I formerly ;gave a reafoa why I avoided 
dwelling uppn^;love fcencsj jand indeed 
.th^t which paiTcd between Mifs Dudley 
and Sir William was not very well calcu- / 
lated to do credit to the. dcfcriber. Thie 
gentleman was confequential, the lady 
was confufed. The Twain,, at the moment 
he declared his high fenfc of his miftrefs's 
excellencies, took care to place his own 
advantages in a flriking point of view ; 
and the nymph, when he took leave, 
could not help wifhipg that he might 

appear 
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appear to greater advantage at his next 
interview. 

Confidering it wrong in her jirelcnc 
fituation to indulge reflexions to his djf- 
advani;age, Mifs Dudley ftrovc to banifh 
them> by adapting the following ftanzas 
to her barpfichord : 

S Q N G. 

Til' Idaltan boy with froliek mienf 
And Cytkerea* changeful C2]}«eny 

To Hyn^en's fbrine advance f 
^ Sopp beckons to jiei: fairy Jkxadf 
With. tbeie die 6qaceff» .hand in hand, i 

Unite in feftal.dance* . 

IL 

Pleafure attune* her filver flicllf 
Qi evert during Joj^s to tellf 

Which mutual love fuppUes }' 
And ianguine youth, enwreath'd with flowers, 
Tranfported views the white-rob'd hours/ 
' That bright in "vifion rife. 

III. 

But not for me the joyful train 

^Bidfs Plcafure found that rapturM ftrain, 

.: For me ho Graces play^ ' 

.-.'.,. E 4 ^ TV 
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Th' Idalian boy bends not his bow. 
Nor does the torch of Hymen glow 
On me with gladfome ray. 

* IV. « : : 

Be firm, my heart, the conflid 4are, 
A father's grief, a father's care. 

Thy wifli'd aflent beguiles ; 
And, powerful Virtue ! be thou nigh. 
Chafe the fond dew-drop from my eye, 

And drefs my face in fmiles. 

V. 

Nor let me with defponding gloom 
Confine my profpe^s to the tomb. 

Or pine with mortal care ) 
When coafcience whifpers mental peace, 
Shall not the war of pafiioh oeafe ?• 

To guilt belongs defpatr« . 

C ri A P« X« 

Uumhly dedicated to the improvement of all 
fair Quixotes in beroi/m. 

JL^EST'the ifFeftion of my readers 
ihould be wholly cngroffed by the calm 
dignity with which Louifa reconciled her 
mind to whatever was unpleafant in her 
fituation^ I (hall dedicate this chapter to 
15 Mariannei 
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Marianne, ^ho was now immerfe;] in a 
ft a of troubles. 

She fo deeply pondered on the pro- 
bable conrequences of the interview wich^ 
her father, that her mind was rendered 
too weak to derive any benefit from it. 
She alternately threw herfelf upon the 
fopha, and reclined upon the bofom of 
her confidential maid Patty. She now 
feared (he (hould never fupport herfelf in 
the expected converfacion, and then again 
fortified her rcfolution with hartftiorn. 

Mr. Dudley, at his firft entrance 
into her drefling room, perceived his 
daughter's terrors, and endeavoured to 
divert them. He praifed the docility 
of a bull-finch, which, at her bidding, 
chanted the tune of ** Ma chere amie/' 
He next commended the elegant fancy, 
with which (he had decorated Mifs Mil- 
ton's portrait, by connefting it to her 
own by a broad blue ribband, on which 
the words, " The bond of friend (hip," 
were embroidered in filver foil. By thus 
leading her attention from the fubject, 

E 5 he 
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^he enabled her to recovef hcrfclfj and in 

a little time (he found courage to tell him, 

tha^t flie wiflicd to hav.c 'his opinion 

whether it would be innproper for her to 

idifmifs.Mr, Pelhacn. ■ 

Of that, Mr, Dudley anfwered, ibc 
.muft be the bed judge, as fhc knew what 
kind of encouragcanent fhe had givrn him* 
/ " None, upon her word," flie re- 
plied, " except permitting his vifits." 

" The difmiffion of a lover who has 
received only that mark of attention," 
refumed Mr. Dudley, ** is rather an cm- 
barrafllng affair j fince it proves that 
the- peifv^n you thought worthy, when at 
.a diftance, is not fo eligible upon a nearer 
vitw* Win you, my dear, flatc your 
objedions to Mr. Pelhanir** 

Marianne began her cuftomary com- 
plaints, *' Their fentiments did not coin* 
^cide^ their taftes were materially different,, 
there was no fimilitude of foul, nothing 
to form that ftrong tie of fympaihy which 
)'ou know,'' faid flie, " muft exift, or elfe 
'iherq can be no certain e>^pedation of 

fdicity/' 

« Per- 
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- , ^ fV<.iPerhaps> .my jo^'/* replied Mr. 
!J)ufllcy, .'' ypq will aUer your opinion 
'\vKbeniy0u .have beard .what. I am going tp 
tell youa I /have .not entirely depended 
upon Mr. Pelham's very prepoffefiing 
.couniwnrince, nor the amiable urbanity 
of his manners, in forming a favourable 
V opinion of his intrinfick worth. I haye 
.taken the liberty Lady Milton prdpofcdi 
and have made repeated enquiries refpeft- 
ing his xharadter. The refult is highly 
-fatisfadory. I am told that his morals 
are unexceptionable, and that his reputa- 
tion for probity and.goodncfs.ftaads very 
high. He is refpcdtfully treated by his 
fupcriors ; a proof that he is free from the 
contemptible jiocanncfs of fawning fer- 
.vility,.. His equals eftcem him, and he 
is idolized by his dependents*, I ^(hould 
.therefore think his benevolence and agree- 
able temper unqueftionable. In fine, I 
ani.jcold that he is. a kind mader, an in- 
dulgent landlbrd, an, obliging. neighbour, 
:md a^eady ^a^iive- friend." 
^ . E 6 <* Yet, 
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" Yet, Sir,*' faid Marianne, " you arc 
only dcfcribing what I (hould call a good 
fort of gcrfon. Thcfe arc merely common 
virtues. How deteftablc would he be if 
defticuce of them." 

." Take care, Marianne, bow you treat 
a good fort of man, as you term him, 
with contempt, or dtfpife the perfbn who 
'Confcientioiifly performs the ordinary 
duties of life. Providence has afccr- 
tained their value by their hourly recur- 
rence. A man's family is the theatre ' 
wherein he can exercife every laudable 
quality. If he fail to pradife them daily 
at home, he will never perform them 
gracefully before the eye of the world. 
Believe me, my child, the common virtues, 
as you ftile them, are mod eflTential parts 
of the human charaftcr. They do not 
indeed dazzle our fenfes; but they gladden 
our hearts by a mild uniform luftrc. To 
your queilion, what Mr. Pdham would 
be, if deftitute of them, 1 will .anfwer, 
that many men are, who. impofe. upon the 
world as the pofltffors.of fupcrior merit; 

and 



and w^ peciifiarly rfttraft' the 'aAlention 
of the fuperfibtal part of your fcx.'' 

** Do not fpcak with fcvcrity, my dear 
Sir,^ (aid Marianne, her eyes fwimming 
with tears. ** Your voice and took irtti- 
midate nne.*' - 

« My * voice and look then belie tny 
heart/' rejoined hei* father, " which at 
this moment overflows ir^ tcndcmefs for 
you. Proceed, my lovei have you any 
thing elfe to ftate?*' 

** Many things, my dearcft father. Yet 
turn afide your face. Sparc my bluflies. 
He is not, indeed he is not, the tender, 
rcfpeftful, fympathizing lover, which my 
heart tells me is neccffary for my future 
rcpofe. He does not love me, at leaft 
not with that ardent afitftion, that defer- 
ence, that affiduous timidity~-BijC you 
fmile. Sir/' 

** I did, my dear, to fee by what ai ftFIc 
romantiiek ftandard Toti eftimate- your 
lover V *ronh, - Have you dbferved fo 
tittle of real lifers iiot to {jerceive, that 
thcikifld of addfcfs you talk of, is chiefly 

praC- 



kind/tipon.ithe w(y»an|:wlfo^ per/on- qr 
•^fortune i$ th^ objedi of /heif (Jtfirr ?* You 
groift know th46timarfjage.,ctivtft5iyou of 
-all this aflbmcii .coafccnicrtce. . Law and 
cuftom leave the hufband iiri^ftttr of his 
own adioasj/^tod ih ^ ^rcrcain' degree 
.arbiter of his wife's/ Whe^jiicr ycHir 
4oVer wax la fentlmental fnivellcr, or an" 
artful dcSgp€!r,;:the mocjt maj^fty with 
which you were in vetted could riot co/i- 
tihue in the married ftate. The. fqnnttn- 
lick part of love quickly evaporac^s^ 
^nd the foonefl: with hinn >ho has been 
^he mod vifjonary \n his expeftationsv ' 
Think yourfelf -happy^ if the .'kneeling 
flavre^oes.not chang^iir\to,fiie.Tyrant,. ar^d 
compel you, in your tuf i3,,tq.end(iaf Q^^Uhqm: 
complaint, the .^vjiiip-fic^l indifference s>( 
caprice, or the fudden burftof petul^nce> 
DlQ"npt,let; nayiflrtg l€ftftre.4re^yi(?jLi6>but 
Iwft i9bf?r:\5e f,\^ Mr* P^lhb??ft'i5^ha- 
t^dipf:^ aifp^^is^Qf ^rpuch;gj;e^ef a;(nr 
fcquence to your /iHu^e peace,, rhjia»:}vis 
behaviour ^^Sjajoy^r,. Tbe.latter;4ift»^i$>« 
/^. , win 
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will foQn be laid afidcjj pp. the foraicrjou 
mud depend throMgh lifej anjd he Avho 
pradlifes the other r^lg.tive duties, »will 
feldom aft wrong in this more intimate 
and interefting ;conn€xion/' * 

«* But, Sir," fold Maymnne, ^' even in 
your circumfcribkd'ftnd lioniitcd idea of 
lave, feme portion of it is neccffary. 
Three years ago I pafled.the fummer with 
Mr. Felham at Lady Mikop's; if I reaJJy 
made aaiiiiprcrfribn upon his heart, would he 
have concealed his paffion. till my Grand- 
mamma's death bad afceriained my for- 
<une ? I then thought he appeared moft 
attentive to Mifs. Milton.'* 
I ^' If youy MariaoQC, acjeferious in this 

objedlion, your age affords the bcft 
anfwer. The eharadlier of a girl at fix- 
teenjs not fgfiici^ntly dciterglined, to 
jiWiSyr a prudent man t?o look forjvard to 
a permanent connexion. Nature ha's bi^ea 
jKberal to youc p§r^i -^nld lipenccive 
you are fond of imaking impKclTioiis . at 
^rft fightj yet would: you riot^wiih -your 
-lover to fay .with if uba, , 
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*' *'tU not a fet of feature?, or complexion, 

*' The tin£lure of the (kin, that I admire; 

" 'The virtuous Marcia towers above her (ex ?" 

Till you arc certain that the difcovery 
of fimilar pcrfedtion in your charadler, has 
not fecurcd to you Mr. Pclham's affcftion^ 
I ihould advife you not to think htm 
mercenary. Befides, rccolleft he was 
then a. minor, confequently he could not 
with propriety think of marriage; and 
an attempt to engage you in the many 
inconveniencies of a long entanglement, 
however confident with the narrow views 
of fclf-indulgence, has little pf the gene- 
rofity infeparablc from my idea of true 
love." 

Marianne alked, with fome degree of 
eagernefs, whether true Idve coukidif- 
cover any faults in the objedt of its affec- 
tions? 

Mr. Dudley was of opinion that k 
could, as well as true friendlhip, for as 
the objeft. of either of thofc paffions was 
a fallible being, it was a proof that wc 

indulged 
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* indulged ch6m to a bldmeaUc excefs, 
when they precluded us from the cxcrcife 
of rcaibn. "1 1 recoiled:/* coritinluedhe, 
<^ the ctrcunnftance to which I '^kre fiy 
you allude, and will only teH yott, that if 
you do not renounce^ ydur" rbniantirk 
notions before you have been- i wife a 
tweJve-mortth, I fhall think ^ittfy highly 
indeed of' ydiir hirfbind's polit^ncft, br 

• very meahly^f^i\it flnccrky oPMs ittach- 
mcnt to^ou*/^ 1 :1 . ; I 

** I fhall never be converted/ Sir," re- 
plied MaHailne' #Uh a^faim! fmste. ^^ Tfie 
-piAui*^ you HaVe driawn^of a married Bfe, 
•Ba4 'detei*hnrneU ttte ticver to chter into 
ir. My hcart'tdlsme that?fmyhaft)and 
were to onriit any of thofe thoufand deH« 
cate attentions, thofe pleaHng affiduities 
that won me to be his, defpair and deatfh 
rtiuft'be the conftqucnce.'^ 

** If you fpeak ftrioufly, my dear thild, 
I (hall advifc you by all means to adher^ 
to your rrfolution. Your motives for 
rejefting what I think a moft eligible 
offer, -prove thit you have cheriftied 

inftcad 
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^P^C^J . 9f,.%piiefledo|h<?(e , painful fefl- 

v?ieg*felf ft fikm^^i St w AncQ«9t¥»'ithe 

itorms^gf iifej", Jf yog feel yovrfajfinwhlc 

to rypp^c-a.iC9fu§l.u(>kii)flnerS) in which 

^PSi'fWP? t^e .^afi ,I?pS:op fl^are, or a cafual 

.,err.or ^flgi jr^i^h fil)erimindi,,on,.r.«i<i41cc- 

)«our.(pt)jefe5>f(5#ifti« «#fih,to.ii?aJcf ywv- 

felf happy with fewer blelfiags, as. you 

.9annpccncfl|UjAt.e|i[..t}ieir attendant fprrows. 

.llC.;e|l?rfpd^^R |9i^,isit9,.tbfi„fori»cr.: TJhe 

The ftrong tie of . -Tympftt^y ghea c^nnpt 

,*l*^ ''■F-^P'^^. - th^. '^^^■ifJalR attppyqqsi and 
pleafing. ^Qlduities p( .ijie lover fo r^fdy 
..a-ppe.aj ia.thc. hufjjand, that if thefe. cir- 
. <;umft.ances ^f//.rfeem cflential to .yxnur 
jpeaQC^-xlo. not t^PP"^^/' 5^^^ bappincrs to 
i . . 'the 
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the flendcr chance of finding** human 
phoenix, but <^onfine y6uf fenfibiliry fo 
the calmer enjoyments of ^friendlhip, 
A miftake there will neithe^ bis'foirri*- 
trievable, nor fo excruciating.*' 

Marianne only anfwercd with a deep 
figh, and Mr. Dudley, after coi^ijring 
her to give the whole argutncnt a fair 
dtlcuQIon) withdrew. '-^ 

CHAP. XT. * 

AJpecimen of ^n 'jipigaiVi'^o^inui Ma-* 
rianne apfiears, ffryarfpt^sprnts dfview. 



I 



MMEDIATELY after Mr.. Ditd- 
ley was gone, Mrs. Patty, enttred'thedref- 
fing-rooqn. From thccirpiimftancc of hav- 
ing attended heryoungl^dy from.her infao* 
cy, ihe intuginedherfelf intitledtogiv^eher 
opinion upon every occurreneej ^rtd by 
virtue of liftening had made herfelf cftiftrefs 
of fome part of the foregoing converCaUon. 
She was particularly fhockcd at the cruel 
advice given againft , matf imony i ' nor 

could 
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could flie have cndurtd greater confter- 
nacion, had her lady's lad prefenc been 
Tpoilied at the dyer's, or had any one 
afibred her that the buder had fent a billet- 
doux to the houfekeeper. Thofe, who 
confider how advantageous a. young lady's 
. love affairs are to an Abigail, the certai nty 
of poflefling all the old wardrobe, when 
the fair bride puts, on her nuptial para- 
phernalia, and the pofllbility of further 
prefents ; mud have hearts of adamant, 
if they do not excufe Mrs. Patty's paflion, 
and forgive her, though fhe (hould be a 
little illiberal to Mr. Dudley. 

** Oh, Patty," exclaimed Marianne, 
'«* I am not equal to the troubles I muft 
umlergo. I am reary of life." 
' ♦' A great deal too good for the people 
you are cen/arned with, Madam," replied 
Piatty. *' Oh no, I am a poor hclpleft, 
' weak, incoifififtent, creature." 

" But if I were you, Madam, I would 
not be Jo long. Mr. Frank tells me as 
how his mafter is quite refolved about it, 
and means to put the qutftion this very 

time i 
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time; and I know / (hould not argufy 
long. I never knew no good come of 
, jhilly-Jhally doings, Td have him at once/* 
** 1 never will/* faid Marianne, '* nor 
any one cLTe. I detcft the fcx. My 
father hais infpircd me with an abhorrence 
of all men." 

" Never did I hear of any thing fo 
barbarous,'* cried the indignant Patty. 
" I am fure you never (hould have {f:tvi 
him this morning, if I had thought what 
he was goiivg to fay. Juft as if it was 
not natural to be married, and as if people 
then could not be happy if they like. 
I am fure it is their own faults if they 
arrCt. Hate all men, indeed ! why the 
poor young gentleman will go mad. Pray, 
Ma'am, don't ufe fuch fad words any 
more, for you frighten me to death. 
But 1 know what our old gentleman would 
be at, I can fee as well as another.'* 

Marianne, who fat deeply muting upon 
what her father had urged, did not hear 

« 

one word of Patty's eloquence j but paf- 
fiOQately «cxclaimed, *• O my Grand- 
mamma, 
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mamma, if your fatal parjtiality had never 
diftinguifticd your unhappy child, I fhould 
have had no caufc lo doubt die fincerity 
of my lover's attachments. Fortune, 
tho« idol of mercenary fouls, I dcteft thy 
pageant incumbrance!" 

Mrs. Patty, who thought money a very 
good thing, and was feldom withheld from 
anfwering by not clearly comprehending 
her lady's meaning, readily replied, 
*' Why, certainly Ma^am, when people 
love one another, there is no need for 
money to make them happy, and to be 
fure, young Mr, Pelham is very rich, and 
you may not like to keep mu. h company. 
But then cannot you live quite reurcd, 
and do a great deal of good, and be zqfi/y 
generous to every body about you." 

" I repeat that I hare him, that I am 
determined againft him," exclaimed Ma- 
rianne. 

Patty, who thought it impoflible her 
rtiftrcfs fhould, of her own accord, hate 
fucha good-humoured looking gentleman, 
was out of all patience with Mr, Dudley; 

to 
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• to Whom fhe' nippSf<Jd thi^ cfeterminacion 
was owing,' and rc^folved to^ relieve herfclf 
from the burden of the fecret, which flie 
ha\3' fairiiftillf ' cdnce^lcd' -firi??-- hours; 
<« Sha'nfte wpdn tUtm,"' KM fhe, «* for 
a pi^rcef oF crafcy foJks, and Freaven for- 
give vrit for fpfaking raih, hire I cati tell 
why he does this. Why, Ma'am, I did 
ifot m^'art you' Ihould kngw any thing 
about 'it^ and to be fure I promifed 
Thbnfias nbt to fay a word^ but it is vfery 
true for all that. Your Papa has out- 
run the' cohftable I find, and as fure as 
you are alive wants you nover^ to' niarry, 
that you rtiay take care of him, aVid' /Z)^ 
Mits Louifa he is fo fond of. Thomas 
told me this very morniHg fhat things 
were in a fad poor way. His maft'er gets 
no -fleep, but is walking about his room, 
orelfe writing, afnd looking over accounrs. 
Arid he fo^nd a bit of^ an old letter, fo 
he is fure the'r'e y^\\i b'e a cfafh foon, 
B^ur I know if I Sfitr€ you, I never wo\ild* 
be nnadd a tool 'of, and all to pleafe a 
favourite After. i' " ' • -^^ . 

As 



!o6 GOSSIP'S STORY. 

As wife people often defeat their aims 
by too great caution, cunning alfo fre- 
quently overflioots the mark by too much 
craft. Patty's fpeech, inftead of awaken- 
ing the angry malevolent pafiions in the 
bofom of her gentle miftrefs> as (he de- 
figned it fhould, infpired the kindeft 
forrow for her unfortunate father; mingled 
with a regret too tender to be called envy, 
that his preference for Louifa was fo vifible. 
Her heart was really excellent, and fhe 
refolved not meanly to fupplanr, but 
heroically to emulate her fifter. Mifs 
Dudley's motive for encouraging Sir 
William was now apparentj and ftimulaied 
by her example, Marianne formed the 
rcfolution of never marrying, while her 
father's circumftances continued per- 
plexed, but to dedicate the fortune flic 
had juft quarrelled with to his fupport. 

The heart is never fo eafy a^ when 
fuftained by confcious redlitude, and 
though the romantick turn of this young 
lady's mind, taught her to overlook little 
duties, it impetuoufly urged her to per- 
form 
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form high afts of virtue. .To increafc 
the merit of the facrifice, (he refolvcd 
to conceal the motive, and after fevcrely 
chiding Patty, for her .impertinent invec- 
tives> ^ which (he, with the true adroitnefs 
of her profeffion^ cxcufed by exuberant 
<teclarations of regard for her deareft 
lady,) difpatched her to beg a fecond 
iptcrview vvith Mr. Dudley. 
. She miet him with a fmile, which 
be^ipg^ through her teara, befpoke the 
triumph of fortitude . in a feeling heart, 
and told him, Ihe had weighed his argu- 
ments, and felt deterniined againft mar- 
wage. 1 , 

Mr. Qudley begged her. to form no 
refolutions which might reftrain her judg-. 
nrtetft refpe^ing a future conncdion. 
A lover might appear better adapted to; 
her taftes but as Mr. Pelham had not 
ili^cienc infiuei>€e to induce her to change 
the fingle date, his difmiflion became 
unavoidable* 

Marianne told her father her motives 
would ever hold in force; " You will,'* 

vqt. I. F faid 
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fatd fhe, <^ be lefc without a compamon 
when Louifa marries Sir William. Alloir 
me CO iiH her place in your affeAion9» 
and to dedicate my life to you/* 

*' You will ever prefcrve your ov>» 
place/' faid Mr. Dudley, clafping her 
to his boibm, '« and I truft my beloved 
girls will only leave me to (ecare to them- 
fel ves more tender and affeftionacc friends^ 
whofe proteAion will continue wlien mine 
is terminated by the law of nature* Time, 
my Marianne^ wil}> I hope, diminilh that 
dangerous fufceptibility whiclv wars againft 
your peace> and then, like your fitter, 
ywt will increafe my happinefs, by giving 
me a Ton worthy of my tendereft afieAioni 
if deferving of you.** 

Marianne^s tranfport was unb^untftsd. 
Filial piety taught her to glory in the 
praile of fuch a father, while cOHibience 
increafcd her joy, by fuggefting the 
honeft pride of having dcferved it. The 
only tafk remaining, was to difmifs Mr«. 
Pelham politely, and Mr, Dudley reluc- 
tantly undertook the painful office. 

4 That 



That gentleman's mind was indeed 
prepared in fome degree for thia mortis 
fkation. He perceived the litde pro** 
greft he had made in his charmer's hearty 
and as his attachment rather increiafed 
than declined^ he felt the fevereft concern* 
Defirous of fecuring'a woman^ interefting 
even in her eccentricities^ he wo\^d m\\^ 
ingly have framed his addreiTes to her 
tafte ; but as it is very difficult for a man * 
of honour to adopt the chara6ler which 
he defpifes, or to fpcak a language foreign 
to his hearty his unfortunate attempts 
at fighing Strephon were fo remarkably 
v&fuccefsful^ that they only gave the idea 
of an ironical caricature; and convinced 
Marianne that he rather defigned to ridi^ 
cule than to flatter her opiaioui But^ 
though equally unhappy in his natural 
and affumed charafter^ he ftill kept linger* 
sng near her^ fefcinated by the hope 
which love fupplied, that time might 
work fome change if bis fortune. A hope 
which the favourable regard of Mr. and 
Mifs Dudley cerfftnly ftrengthened. 

9% The 
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' The regret he felt at berng dcfertcd by 
this poor fupporty was too fcvere to be 
fofeened by the warm exprellions of 
cftecm with which Mr. Dudley qualified 
ftts daughter's refufal. He repeatedly 
enquired if her determinations were pofi- 
tively fixed ; if entreaties might not pre- 
vail upon her at lead to poftpone his 
rejedlion; at length rccollefting himfelf, 
and fortifying his mind by the proud (or 
fhall I fay by the prudent) confi deration 
that marriage could promife little hap- 
pinefs, unlefs founded on the bafis of 
mutual regards he determined to fubmit 
to his fate. At taking leave of Stannadine 
he impreffed every one with grief for his 
departure^ except the perfon whofe appro- 
bation he had been moft folicitous to 
obtain. ' 



. « 
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CHAP. xir. 

Extremely ufeful to the author^ gf'omg 
her an opportunity of JiUing her book, 
tontrafting her cbardffers, and difplay-^ 
ing great critical acumen. 

1 HE mythologicQl fable of the 
combat between Herctiles and Antoeus^ 
may allude to the pertinacity with which 
the human mind reverts to its Hrft defigns«> 
When our plans are thwarted and difcop- 
certed, the moment of apparent defeat Js 
that in which we mod zealoufly form the 
projed of a frefh attack. My clafllcal 
readers will thank me for this allufion^ if 
it be only applied to a waiting-maid. 

In Ihort, the redoubtable Patty, though 
one offer of marriage was abfolutely nega- 
tivedj was dill refolved to defeat hep 
mafter-'s fuppofcd delign, of fortuning 
Mifs Dudley with her lady's property^ 
and thinking numerous lovers muft at 
lead unfettle her intention of living in 

>r 3 " blcffed 
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^< bleflcd finglcncfs/' (he began to debate 
upon the ways and means of railing her an 
arnny of admirers. 

The world is ever fo gcoeroufly inclined 
Co refcue a rich beauty front the vile 
durance in which (he is kept by an ava- 
ticiousi tyrannical^ or capricious father^ 
that Patcy had only to tdl her poor 
iniftre(s's hard fate> in order to fuccetd. 
Even Dajibury was not without Xdnncwhac 
of the chivalrous fpirit^ and two Knights-i 
errant iffued forth to refcue the caf^ive 
Damfel. I choofe to fpeak according to 
the reaJ intentions of the parties, for 
oftenGbly it was only one Knight^ and an 
attendant Efquire. 

Captain Target encouraged Mr. Alfbp 
to Riake pfopofalsj promifing to fecond 
hioi with all the powers of his addrefs 
and eloquence; whicbj to fay truths he 
meant to employ to his own advantage^ 
i£ occa(ion 6flbred. Let tho(e who cen-^ 
fure this as a breach of friendihip^ confider 
the fafcination of youtb> wealthy and 

beauty^ 
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beauty) nd they m\\, »t Ieaft» allow tbac 
ihe Captain did not a£t an uncommon par^ 
As it wa$ very material to. the fuccefe 
of their projeds^ that Mr. Dudley ihould 
not be appriacd of them, referve in his 
|>relence became indifpenfably necefiary i 
and Mr. Alfisp depending upon his friefid 
for txplanatioDj was not fufficiendy 
pointed in his devoirs to Marianne^ t9 
enable her to difcover, whether the fre* 
q«ency of ihefe gentlemen's vifits wai 
tMriegtotlie attraAion of her own cbarmst 
tf tbe good arrangement of her £ither^ 
Mble, There was fomething fp unique 
HI them bathj that witfaimt any Ihare of 
coquetry it was allowable to indulge a 
laugh at their expeiice $ and Louiia often 
diverted h^r mind from the gloom of her 

own profpefts^ by rallying her fifter upoa 

• 

her conqueft^ not only of young meona 
and tuuo), but alfo of the veteran <bn of 
Mars. Except the amufement which 
they aiForded the ladies^ their prefence 
added little to the pleafures of Scannadine* 
To a man like Mr. Dudley, poflefled of 

F 4 refources 
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refources in his own mtndj what is com-* 
monl;r called a good neighbour is rather 
a formidable charafter 3 and Sir William 
Milton^ now aimoft an inmate in the 
family, never fpent an hour with our 
Danbury beaux, without difcovering (bme 
new quality to excite contempt. Neither 
of my friends were Ikilful in making dif* 
coveries of the mortifying .kind$ Mr* 
Alfop knew no other criterion by n^hich 
to difcover diflike> than the blunt ex-- 
preflion of " Sir^ I do not want your 
corhpany/' and the Captain wias perfiiaded 
that Mr« Pudley enjoyed his long military 
details^ and that his happy» eafy, unen- 
cumbered, attentive manner had quite 
conquered the Baronet's referve; becaufe 
he often condefcended to laugh at his 
jefts; but Captain Target was not bleiled 
with the cleared penetration. 

Converfation is a delicacy of that peculiar 
nature, that to preferve all its agreeable 
pungency, many uncommon ingredients 
are neceflary. Mr. Dudley often felt 
diftrefled how to amufe his gvefts, and 

one 
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one evening, to prevent the rifing yawn, 
.without having recourie to the fanoenefs 
of cards, he propofcd the perufal of a 
Legendary Tale, which had afforded him 
entertainnient a few days before. , l^ari^ 
annc (econded the motion, declaring her- 
felf an enthufiaftick admirer of poetry. 
Her echo Alfop repeated her words, with 
the addition that he loved it fo much, 
that he always ufcd to. read the pretty 
things in the, papers to his papa and his 
aunt Peggy i and the Captain enjoyed 
tales and ftories to his heart. It was at 
firft propofcd that Lbuifa fhould be orator, 
but fhe, with graceful diffidence, defired 
leave to propofe an abler fubftitutc, and 
delivered the manufcript to Sir William, 
with a fmile which almoft divcfted his 
countenance of its ufual aufterity. 

As my narrative is not now at a very 
interefting period, I am inclined to hope 
my critical readers will allow me the Gof- 
fip's privilege of digrcffion. I will pro- 
mife them, that my poetical epifode (hall 
be as conducive to forward my main pipe, 

F 5 as 



u6 A GOSSIP^S STORY. 

a$ iccondar7 charaders and flowery illuf- 
trations are^ in the moft approved pro* 
dudions of my contemporaries. Befides 
the iifual advantage of filUng my volumes, 
thoie, who choofe to ikip over adventi- 
tious matter, will at one glance know 
where to begio again* The moral may 
recommend it to the few, who ftill love 
to fee tiobility clad in the refpeftable robe 
of virtue i and eminent rank defcribed in 
iKtifon with dignified fentimtnts and gene^ 

I0U9 ftftiOAS. 






RODOLPHO, EARL OF NORFOLK j 

■ 

A 

LEGENDARY TALE. 

fsssBssssm 

Wifdom and Foitupt fionbadiis togMher, 

If that the former do but What it ciiii» 

No chance can fliake it* . Sa a xf r t a a t • 

PART L 

X, WAS at the lioar when treimtg's pall 
Hangs liglitly <m die vale* 
The fbngfters ef the ^rove were mute, 
HttfliM was each ruder gale : 

The weary fwain had fought tlie path 

Which toward the hamkt gpes, 
To take His hard-ear&'d £tt^^ laeal^^f:"' 

And fnatch his fhort repofe : 

When by die tufted oaks that throw 

Long jQiadows o'er the mead* 
The brave iU-&ted Edgar led 

His much o'er-wearied fteed. 



lisM wds hts buckler, deeply bruU'd 
The cuirafs On his breall ; 
And many a hoftile blow had f»ll'xi 
Upon bis batter'd creft. 

r 6 Affliaion^ 
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Affliction o'er his graceful form - * 
A foft attra^lon threw. 

As damafk rofes feem more fweet 

When wafh'd hj morning dew. 

As fad he mus'd on pleafures paft, 

On ^rofies that annoy^ 
And every bitter ill that taints 

The cup of human joy 7 

Sudden a tumult in the wood 
; His flartled ear alarms* 
The fhriek of terror and furprize^ 
The clang of hoftilc anns. 

Nor did the generous Edgar doubt 

Hisfttccour to beilow. 
His heart, tho* full of fliarp diftrefs> 

Still fek aaother's woe. 

Now, near the fpot, he vicw*d a fcene 
Which might the brave affright, ^ * 

Six ruffians joinM in murderous league - 
Againft one gaUant Knight ; 

« 

That, Knight with inbced courage wann'd 

Full on th' affailants b<M^ ; 
A faithful fervaut at his feet . , 

Lay bati'd in mortal gore, ' 

Refiftlefs 
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Refiftlefs as the lightning's flaft> ! 

His faulchion Edgar drew ; 
Nor does, the dreaded bolt of Heavea 

Defcend'^ith aim more true. 

Two quicklj fdll ; the ftranger Eiiight . 

Th' unhopM*for fuccour bleft ; 
New vigour nerv'd his. finewy arm. 

And fortify'd his bread. 

Sharp:was the confiidi ! dire the fcene ! . 

But Heaven is virtue's, guard ; 
By arduous conBi€t ptoves its vraetJi 

To juftify. reward. >: . : 

AU lifeleTs feU ; the lefcu'd Knight 
Surveyed them on the ground ; ' ' 

A^(lui«W''them welly an outlaw'dband' 
For defp'rate deeds rtncim'd* 

And n«w he fiiatch'd brave Edgar^^hand 
With fraiik and comteotis mien ; 

•• How dear/' he cried^ " I prize my life. 
Hereafter ihall be ften. 

No low-borA peafant haft ti^ou fiivld^ - '^ 
No bafe unthankful churl ; ' - • 

Rodolpho is my name, a^'Knight^ ^ - " '^ 
And now o£ I^forfolky EarlV /• 

But 



fiO A aOSSIP'JS, STOHY. 

But let a^to mf caftb liafie» 

In yonder -rale it lies ; ^ 
Andio, to fpeed oor tardy ileps. 

Night's deeper ibaides arife/* 

Tbej Jk£t the m»d.<it>wn'd hills, and Arift 

The winding vak ^xplor'd $ 
And hfre a train with lighted brands 

Came forth to nacet their lord* 



Tcftures of rich cloth of gold 
Shone glittenug in the iightt 
Andibon th« esMt't fpacions walls 
Burft full on Edgarfe Bf^. 

The ample neat, the lofty ipirctt 

Each work of Gothick ait, 
ItedaimM at onoe the mnftcc^s %p«alA» 

And fpoke his Ifbeml iieait. 



The iervants crowded rmndf 

ibid :^dgtur fkw the Irately ho9rd 

With tafteful yiagds cxmna'd. 

Rodo}pho took agcd^a fapwk 
Mantling with corduil wine* 

And gr^fid so hi,s gaiiant gaeft 
ConfighM the draogM diiine • 



Then 
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Then to his tf^, '' Wldlft wt '«jth Ib^d 

Our wafled Arcagdi reftoiis^ 
Go» bid the xninftrdi's fiv<tet-t(Bi'd llarp 
Some Toothing dkty pour*'' 

The bard obej'd $ love's woes he &Bg, 

And then thftt ddfeasiie tkar, 
Whofe t&eme, the iv^ns of ancient dayf» 

Enchants the diteftatn's ear. 

But as the watery halo veils 

The fplendor of the imfm$ 
So look'4 Sir Edgar's toarfid eyeSf 

FainM at th« martial tme» 

Hodofpho fto^'d the dirilting f<mg» 

Then thus his train addreft» 
^ That yet I lfv« td thaiik yonr>eai«t 

Be this brave herd bleft. 

Had noc his arm ISpom n4>b<x« fttt 

A fore defence frnpiifd^ ^ 
i now iuiJ lain a Itfelefs eerft 

By fiuthfui OAert*j «de.'^ 

Heceas'd; and^roogh'Ae^aeitMisliail 

The bnrft of tiunfpokt reign^ 
fhkkh^ phinar far t&an ftad^i fp&ech^ ' 

Gccat Ndcfb&'$ wertlb tx^btk^^A. 



Om 



X 
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On Edg^ each the ardent eye 
Of grateful blefimg threw ; 

It Q>oke the feelings of their hearts. 
It fpoke their virtues too. 

Thq tumult ceasM: now all retii:'d» 
Save Norfolk and his gueft ; 

Again the Earl.grafp'd Edgar's hand. 
And tremulous addrefs'd : 

<< Fortune around my favpur'd head 
^ Has all her gifts. diffused. 

Nor yet, has Love, to blefs my life. 
Her fwect v hopes, refw'd. 

My father from the Norman fhpre 
With Royal William came ; 

He {^ar'd the dangers of his lord. 
He ihar'd ali^e his fapae. 

Proportioned. to. his foldier's wo^tih. 
The King rc^s^rds beftow'd ; 

And, fince my father's. death, to me. 
Hath Royalboimty.flow'd. 

IJisrhonour'd'paitrpnage I bpall, . 

His copr&4ence pofiefs ;, 
I ufc my pgwV to pupflhj v?<?»g, . ■ 

To mitigw jijfkefs. . ..::.. 



Thou 
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Thou brave prcfervir of iiiy Kfc, 

Or let' me call' thee fi4ttid, 
My tongue Wodkl'ipeak mj hearths wahtt Wifli, 

But fears it iX^yofieild. ' ' 

In ev'r^'g«ftttpe, cv*iry look, 

Thy lofty foul I trace ; 
The dignity of eonlfcious worth 

Informs tfay meaning f^cb. ^ 

Yet haVt" I ^krlMiO^y Sequent fighs > 

Which, tho' in'pait fikppreft'd, 
Awake ic f^sir tbat fortuned wik>ngs 

Have oft thy foul diferefe'd. 

Say then, in'al) the ample ftore, 

The power, the wesdth I bear» 
Is there a hl^ng thou wouldft deign^ 

At my requeft, to flSare ? 

Nor fear to^aAc ; Rodolpho's life 

Is not of value bafe ; 
Some am'pie boon, fome princely gift, 

Should its preferrer grace.** 

He paus*d ; o'er Edgar's glowing face 
. A deep fufFufionpafs'd ; 
And now his eye was rais*d to HeavcAt 
And now on Norfolk caft* 

« Oh 



• t I 
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«* Oh foulx)f JionfHirl** h»i^cifiim% 
•* Too high the chsuif^iyeu rftHt 

Vf;h|ch haplj ledrli« 40 bc^oU 
Thy late difa^Uons ^9t«. 

For he who had# i^fweiK fnvs'il, 

Yet feen th' une^u^ Arifc^ 
Muft have a heast a^ i>{ire imi ihnA 

Who fought Ay £imd i^k. 

Great Eaijll ^ m ttgr ftlUlrtoiUpd 

Obfervaqit I ha;ve late|. 
And i^a thy neakUc with delight 

Thy honoiir'd mmdate wsMt t 

My fool hath mos'd on nil die WMttgft 

1 unre^rarded xnety 
From thofe who, tho* they fluure thy nalu 

Its duties ftiU foi^S^ 

If to a poor iBan's fitnple tale 

Thou canft isdee d attendt 
And to a loft aad frt^idkfs wreleh 

Thy fayonrkig wcm extend i 

Know theii> that £dgar is my name# 

And tho' of humble birth* 
I boaft a parentage renown'd 

For nncorriJipted wortk 



My 
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My fy^koTf whole higmiioiM sniad 
Coafeis'd fair glory's charms^ ^ 

Infpir'd his d«tir and ^oIy Ion 
With love of ^au wd arm^* 

Fair was the promift of my yoiMbi 

Beyond my rank or yeass i 
In ftudtous lore, in manly iports» 

I rofe above my peeis. 

ImpaffioaM mttaatj trixh delight 

Yet recolleds the days» 
When all was pleafure, ail wgs liop€^ 

Encouragement, and praife* 

DeftrodiYe to thb fcene of joy. 

Love wak'd its fatal fiamei 
Rob'd in an angel's fnulii^g form 

The dear deloiion canie. 

Thou fay 'ft, Rodolpho, thoa haft lov'dt 

Thou wilt not then diidain 
To hear me» tiio' from grief dUfuiei 

My tale of woe explain : 

A Saxon lord, whofe lofty tow Vs 

O'erlook'd the vale he plow'd* 
To grace his daughter's natal day, 

Conven'd a feftal crowd* 

The 
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The mkrtial Tports, the conqueror's prize, 

My fweffing heart mfiamiM; 
1 wdQty and viaor in th<e jouft, 

The promis'd honour claim'xi* 

I followed with exulting ftep 

The vafTals of the lord, 
To where the miftrefs of the feaft 

Beftow'd the wiffaM reward. 

High on a Tuftick throne (he fete, 
With woodland lilies crown'd, ' • 

Her fimple veft of virgin white 
A cord of filver bound. 

0*er her fair neck, whofe fnowy hue 

Her garland did upbraid, 
Half falling from a fllken net 

Her nut-brown trcffcs ftray*d. 

She tum'd on me her radiant eyes. 

Bright' as the ftar of love ; 
She fmil'd ; fo fweetly breaks the vmora 

In yon blue vault above. 

But each fine feature to defcribe. 

Demands fuperJour art^ 
Suffice it, their remembrance fives. 

Deep graven in iny heart. 



la 
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In tones y. harmonioas as tht fpheres. 

My wiHi'd fuficcfs fhe hail'd : 
I (hpuld have anfwered» but at once 

The pow'r of laiiguag^ faH'i}» 

Kneeling I took the pxloSer'd prize* ; 

In humble awe. I gaz'd ; - 
A courtly viAor \rouki haviR Tpoke^ . 

A colder lover, prais'd* 

Blufhing fhe fought the fefbd hall ; 

There 'mtd the virgin ciiAir» 
Obedient tq her father's wiU» ^ 

She chaunted to her lyre» . 

The hopes of virtue vwere her theme» - : 

Its perilsy and its praife ; 
Her. heavenly looks might fpeak^herfelfy^Y 

The fubjedl of.l^er Uys. . • . 1 

O bleft traQfcendently! fhe cry'd» -* ( 

And worthy to be blefl. 
Are all who* through the maze of lifCj^ - 

Keep virtue's pure beheft*< 

Hard iif the cafk^ but toil and pain. \ 
Invigorates the : mind* ; . > 

WhicK» fiAking on the couch of flotby : . \ 
Feels all its pow'ts confin'd* 

Heaves 
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Heaven ne'er naeant Ait mtn widi eaib 

His wifhoB f^ould obtais^ 
He mttft^from labour's ftreaoovs gndp 

The palm oBtfiuKUfk gain. 

Ohgea'roniyotttli! if e'er thylicnt 

To glor^ daasB aipire^ 
Let adive nierit*^ gindnig ray 

Dired Che great definp. 

By virtue, to > the happy few^ 
Who love^lier ba»f$f -k giw*n 

Heartfelt tranquillity on earthy 
And happintfs in htav'n. 

She oea«*d ; the nttoibert m my foof 

New energy b^km'dt 
At onee love vak'd its thrtlling flame. 

And emulatiovgl6^d. 

I fek thethuoyaHf g^^rf^hi^ ^^ ^ 

A rifing fervoMT breathe i 
Vaf was herif(K)rtli, bttt Cwng^abtt tort 

Can miradtt adcliitve* 

Arms fieiDfd the se^M^l ^aA id Ame>} 

I rons'd my rtiftkk l^tti^. 
And icfinr'd f#bift aii^tillim^d «iiiof 

Her father V^tteftfafi^. 



I con* 
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I cpiuiwBT^df but wi<h gMteioils padt 
AfJ^ retribution wav'di ' 

I only &ngh£ mf dbarmer'd fmite^ 
And fcornM thelaiidfi I fiiv^d»' 

BtU: £bofl^Jer father^ piereiiig fcea 

My latent love ddcry'd 5 
Still will tlie.oonftiotts eye di&Iofe 

Thofe truth* tke heart would. hide. 

Muflng on every fovourkig hope 

Her gentk fmiies co]¥«ey'4. 
As peniively one day I £ite 

Beneath a poplar's fbade^ 

Her father came; Dar'ft thoB^vhe cry'd,; 

Of ruftick birth, afpire 
To gain a beanteout lady's love» 

Who calls ^ BaroQ fire? 

u 

Prefame. not( oor tisa iittle fane 
Thy fword by chance hath won^ 

Far nobler (£eeds» far angler ptaife^ 
Muft grace nay fbtauc $nu 

But to dUgntie tbjrdimmgl^ife^ 

No mean denials? feeb;. 
E'en now ittflaflieain thy esfite. 

And bluibe^ on dq^ cbetk 

My 
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My vengeapcci, jfi&f iny vcngduicc^ boy. 
Can arrogance reft^n ; ... 

Dare noj; beyoiid torxnorrow's fun 
Abide ifl^i^y. dom^' v 

He ceas'4-^I trembled ; *twas not fear^ , 
, A glow of hosineft fliame ; 
A painful cbnfcioufhefs of worth, 
Wtuch yet I fcom'd to natne* 

My ready hand had grafp'd my fword^ : 

But love tjie purpofe fiay'd $ 
It was the father of my fair, 

I fheath'd tl\e half-drawn blade* . 

Yes, at thy bidding I will go. 

From England I. will fly; 
Thou haft jiifulted me ; 'tis well 

I frame no fietce reply. 

Hereafter thpu perchance, may 'ft hear 

Of my .fucccfs in arms; 
My country's foes ihall.know liow well l 

I prize thy daughter's charms. 

I turn'd— t^c glow of .injur'd pride. '^- 

Supprefs'd each.mouniful thought ^ 

I flew not tq my father's arms, . I 

But Robert'^.b^imers fought*. . - 

Exulting, 
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Exulting^ on my arm the crofi 

Of Paleftine I bDuad« 
Nor doubted quickly to returOt 

With murdal honours crowned. 

How well I fought, let envious fpleevj 

Let f aJu^iwgr pwlai^ !, . 

j^fyaatiytt«x|»age^««^gtofmlll.lQfel •' 
« £atk«fiaftick flame. 



By thole I refcu'dt h^ ted,, fcora'4 
Ah! {pare the painful tale<— 

I faw the hopes of youth and lore. 
Of truth and cando)ir|. fail. 



. * 



Tir'd of a fcene. where low-born art 

Could merit's dues (^ommandr* 
Harafs'd with toil, with (brrow worn^ 

I fought my native land. 

• • • • . «. . ' • • jt 

Thefe b^ruifed arms and Knighthoo4's.ranIr« 

In fix long fummers wcm, 
I bear ; to footh a father's ffrief 

For his unhappy fon« 

Yet ftill.I feel the ftar of loves. 

But Why that ftar depjor^ I 
It is the inmate of a heart . . 

Where hope exifts no more.'* 

END Of PAUT I* 
VOX. I. G 
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PART II. 
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. " Bkft are diofe 
«• Whofe blood aisd judgment are fo well commingled 
« 'Xt»t they are not a pipe for Fortune's fingers 
•< 'To' found what ftop (be pieafes. Give me a man 
«« That is not paAon^s (live, aiid I wiH wear him 
" In Mf HJrttt's obr& ayor lA My heirt «f heart^^ 

J. O Edgar t^cn Rodolpho fpokc ; 

" What infolence deny *d» , 

By geiiVous friendfhip's grateful Kaoid 
Shall airiply be fupply'd. 

And if the charmer of thy foul * , 

Thy high defert can move. 
Her haughty father fhall be forced 

To court thy flighted love. 

Oh! Edgar, I have heard thee tell 

The ftory t>f thy woes. 
And felrthat int*reft in thy fate 

Which fympathy beftows. 

Scorning the ihares which for my rank 

Ambitious beauty threw ; . 
No artful (mile, no ftudied glance^ 
My cold attention drew. 

Anxious 
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Anxious from eveiy bale reproach 

M7 tow'ring fame to fhield» 
In fcience I amafement fought^ 

And honouc in the field* < 

As foremoft in the royal ch^fe 

I urg'd mj rapid fteed^ 
One day! met a lovely maid; : I 

Attired in forroVs ^reed* 

Slow (he approaeh'd ; n^heh'near,. ihenus'd 

Her long,' diforder^d ^Teil, 
And (how'd a f*ce diviaefy fair. 

But through dejedicm pale« 

Wilt thou, (he cried. Oh gallant Bought! 

A Damfel's fears allay. 
And fwiftly to my lord the King 

My anxious fteps tonrey i 

I have a tale of woe to tell,^ : 
Would I could accefs BsA 1 - ' 

All righteous Heav'n* who kfiows'my ^ief. 
Will move the royal mind. ' ^ ^ 

I would have footh'd the fair4iftrtfs'd» • 
But converfe Ihe delayed: * . '" 

I led her to the green wood tent,'* v ( ':' 
Where ftill the monarch* ttsidl 

n 2 There 
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There ift ibat doqueoce of {Abrade 
Which foprow can befto-vf ^ 

Froftrate ^t rofad WUliam's feet. 
She told her. kale of vnK. 

Her father^ aijnr^ by a lord. 
Ranked in th^'niyal tnaxf^ 

Had dar*d4o utter his campiaimts 
In treaibn's. jiniily ftnin. 

. WtK>iin»B'd tQ&iTi!)aion du^ 
Imprifon'd,iiad iarcaign'd ; 
He faw hU aii^ienC JlonMirs fnn'i, 
His fair dtim^iSieft difixaasi'd. 

;j|4kd ftlllt A' i9^«ii»iUe l^w. 

By mercy unconfin'd* 
Had, to atCSDodbr of eftaie, 

life's deadly focSctt join^d« 



The weeping 1\$»|tT <Kd not fwr» 

Tho' want fo-i^par'd to feize 
'Her, iwbam limwions grandenr rear 'd 

On the foft lap of eafe, 

ShjB fjC^'diROt &om, tho* fcera^vHtfti joy 

The bow of:£xtire ftrung. 
To fi>oil,tb«ibnne where flattery late 

Its ffiMii^Symg^ hung? 



Her 
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Her gentle frame contain'd a foul 

In filial dnty brave ; 
A fiither's life was what flie foughl 

From fortune's wreck to fave. 

Stern is our royal mafter^s foul. 

The guardian of the law ; 
Deci({ed by the harfii decree^ 

No lenient grace he faw« 

Thy forrow for thy father's crimes. 

He cry'dt ihall ne^et atone f 
Unpunifh'di ftaQ febelHon^s tbic^ 

Injfult the iacFed throne? - . 

Oh! 'E^ggiVf iitWT ckxk Ay €^W *' 

Forget the awfiil Icead j 
The horror of the lady's l^k, 

Her wild diforder'd mien. 

Then muft he die ? (be Beat her brcaft, 

She groan'd in deep defpe^irr 
Then muft my father die? (he fbrielM, 

And rent her fiowtng hair* 

Oh ! fave Hm^ Wittiam ! take ffty life, 

Let juftice have its due ! 
You had a father, but, sdai 1 

Your fire you never kniW* 

« J Whilft 
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WhIIft thus through all the echoing tent 

The ilream of horror rung ; 
At once compaffion, wonder, love, 
' Within my bofom iprung. 

If e'en the monarch's eye auftere 

With pity iieem'd to melt. 
Oh think how deep my fbfter fotil 

Its thrilling impulfe felt. 

1 riik'd my hopes; but let me fpare 

To tell each various art, 
By which, to mercy by degrees 

I mov'd great William's heart. 

The pardop gain'd, I flew with joy 

The mourner to confole. 
And in her father's prlibn mef 

The miftrefs of my fouU 

By time fubda'd, her pious grief 
Seem'd fix'd, but yet refign'di 

And to defpair's pale hollow cheek 
Tbc calm pf patience join'd. 

She knek befide her contrite fire, 
. For him to Heav'n fhe pray'd ; 
Q^iTi beauty ever look more fweet 
Than thus in tears array'd \ 



Igavd' 
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I gave the pardoii-i-thcn my Heart 

A painful blifs confefsM ; 
When the rapt father's eager arms 

His fainting daughter prefs'd. 

RecoT'ring from her trance of }oy, , 

I faw her tranfport fpeak, 
Irradiate her yet doubtful eye, * 

And fluih her changing cheek. ^ 



Affur'd, coiifirmM, with wimiing gcace 
Around my knees (he clung; 

She biei]b me, but her eyes by far . 
Outfpake her faolt^ring tongue. 



11 



Now paffipn fwdUiag in ipf (bttl/ 
A fudden impulfe movM; 

I caught the charmer to my heart. 
And told her that I lovM. 

At once I claimed her fire's afiemti 
And told my rank and ftate; 

Boafting what hleflings I defig&'d 
Should wortli like her's await. 

Edgar ! I know a lib'ral mind 
Will own a terror here. 

Left gratitude on genVous h^arts^ 
Should lay a talk fevere. < 

04 
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I ihould have waited tiU her tjnsL 

A foft efteem confefs^d ; 
Ere e'en in private to h^r ear 

I had my low exprefs'd* 

I err*d, my, friend ;—4tt7 pcnfire heart 

Does oft its error own 
When 'dead of iove's impafiionM voice 

I hear cold duty's tone. 

Tot-flMMTTOw'sAiii' (bateah I then 

Tafte fuUnefs of content f) 
She feals with me the nnpcial oatb^ 

Oh mar 1>^ ^^^ ^'^'^ ^ 

E'en wheii^ I left ]ier ytAernighr^ 
And fondly breath'd adien^ 

And of the idorvow talfe'd^ her ch^k 
Aflum'd a pi^et" hae. 

Cold fhe Wft&djtev hef trembHtk^ hiMid» 

And as (he %i^'d aide» 
I faw a tear^ ^ t#aM'<^l9ie 

Would ftes dTiej&ipt t# ktdb h 

If to her fire t hfcmtt k ddtACi 

He talks of v ii^ tiUfti'* y 
Of timid dSlBdtfneif, y^lMk ebeettf 

Chaae beauty'ishaAf^l^ llarne<^ 



fitill 
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Still 4s I liften t<) his vrotd% ' ^■ 

Eacli fad fuggeftfen fiks^ 
And all xnjT future hours oTRfi^ 

In profpedt fw^t aiifc. 

O gallant Edgar ! tMhk The Aoi 

The flavc of je^ofuS fear ;. 
The doubt that hangs upon my heart 

Is caus'd by love fincere. 

Might bu« to-morrow m^ke hcsi^ ble<t 

How wef come were the day ! 
But while in talk we waftethe hoor^ 

The nigttt wears' ftiftaWaiy. 

"iXf iifisiie pvekrver; ^om Ay 6redl 

Difmifs this -gfbotti of tfdc ;: 
And wilh diy friend; on fefta! mtrflii 

One happy day beftow.** 

*• 'BtkU be thy mlottow,'* E%af c^y*di 

** The firft of happy days'! 
Bur ftnfl my fetHer fay Msr foot 

At Wdal fiiatf.ddaysf^ - - ' 

Six annuaf &m Umk (eto Mi cheek ^ 
Bedcw'd witfa^conftant tear^ j 

Nor flfiall ^<Jfe forrows ceaft to' fl&vr, ' 
TUl Edgar^r fetf^ptstr^*^ 



»• 
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" Go then," Rodolpho rlfing, cried^ 

« If fuch thy kind dcfirc. 
Within my caftlc reft to-night. 

To-morrow feek thy fire. 

Yet when his fond impaffion*d arm& 

Shall fufier thee to ftray, 
Reflea that Norfolk owes a debt 

He lives but to repay. 

The parting warriors now again 
The han5ls of friendfhip joinM ; 

Attd Edgar, guided by a page* 
Sought out the room afilgn'd. 

They j>afs'd through inany a marble hall. 

And many a lofty dome. 
With cedar lin'd, or richly grac'd \ 

By Antwerp's cofUy loom. 

The wifh'd apartment gain'd^ the Knight* 

Again admiring gaz'd ; 
For here, the wall with portraits >>«»^ | 

The mimick pencil prais'd. 

On one fine painting, full in fight. 

He caft a ftaitled Tiew} 
A woman's form; his beating hetrt 

Confefs'd the likfiQe;|# ^ru^ 
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«« Kaow'ft fhovL that bdT ?*' to the page 
Ifflpetuoufly he cried ; . '. ' 

** 1% is Albinayf faid the jOf^h,, 
« My maftcPsdeftin'd bride.'* 

<< Thy mafier's bride, AIbba» faf— 

The Baron Siward's heir !'* 
** The fame, bttt fcarce the painter's art \ 

Could (ketch the peerlefs fair." .. 

The page retir'd*— the Knight alone 

Stood motionlefs in thought: 
His lov'd AH?ina! for T;(^hofe fake 

He Robert's banners fought. 

The hope that Norfolk's friendfliip rais'd»^ 

On her alone rciy'd ; • 

• * ,1 . • 

Albina! fbul-diftrading thought! , .> 

Is Norfolk's deilined bride* 



Beneath a canopy of ftate. 
Which grac'd the proud akovCf 

In vain the downy couch invites 
The frandck Have of love. 



^ 



Still gazing wild with folded arms» - 

The portrait full in view. 
He drives love's arrows in hi| hesMt* 

And barbi thur fliafU anew. 



• 6 Yet 
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A dawn of hopfc mtf iHtelftr 
The tear thiKpaih^d Hte^geifW*^^ ' 
Might Aw^fi^-^d^s^filfei- " 

« Oh bWfedl^ diat fmpfottf W^l ' * 

Shall I thc'vilfa&i prbv^, ' 
Ah9 flea! frCrnb him f mbft dftce!^^ 

The idol dfhhhtti ' ' ' ^'^ 

No, frwtt Afe mtymcrit evfery 'wHlflt • 

Defpairiffg 1 forego ; 
*Tis better to be axts'i mfSStl ^ 

Than cau& Rlodoipho's- tvo^, 

Affima, taki* f ittnft till dieatft 

Thy lovely form adbre, 
Thy lovely fomi, thy airgd' fecei 

Shall feaft tliefe eye? no more. 

The ftory of my iiapie& lov>dr 

Shall ne^er thy car ofiend> 
Nor fondly "wake the piiCying %1 

That wrongjr mj gcn'^rouff frithA 

That dea^remembraiice once beltov^ 
Thus from my arm* I tear ; 

Would r coxrid tear htbr from iliy fi^atlV 

But flic is foocetf thcit.* - *^''^ 

•^:T ' '•^. '"^ Now 



Now from fit* a#id the T&ttg dfj(^^ 
He esi^j xktiti^i'"^'' '' • ■' " ' '-'■ "• 

Theftringbf pe^'JHWtfk^i'- ^ -- 
Hb youtMul4«»krt pta<fi' . ^ ^ ^^ 

A love nie mhtt ttrnvej/ ;•' 

But teach nitegeMarffKBne to bum ♦ 

With more auljiliiiotfai^. : - 

Go, whsii'M<5l5iaa%'iykdrft&V« 'v:''^ 

^ , • • • • 

An eqasil joy impWrf,^ ... . ; 

As onde' r ic*, wh6n'i5rft the fmSfe ' *' 

Of beauty Mlh^dfmj fte«t> ' 

So pafhf tlte^tedtltJiii tA'^t; n^^Mist ^ 
ApproachiAgf moftitog ^feaitt^ ; ' 

And eiWC^S Edgaii^V ij<«jfei^*c*ti breitf: 
Receives its ghiiri^^^h^i. 

(fete wifll rdmti&i^cf , it Way ttr ft^Jt 

The anguiih bf his fS^; ' 
He Ii^eiWtf^^hfe caMe'gate,' 



To him the rfi^icMHi cbnfr^jr,' '" 
To bear it to Ms Meiirf; ' . " 

And with it fat, ' tdi^t KrfgW^ ^lijffeVi 
WiU mU th^ K^tdttAt - 
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But penfive Tific^ of the night 
Had wak'd th' iU-omen'd dre^ 

That frtih.diftrefles ripened hung 
O'er Edgar V fated Jhcad* 

•• However .ferere onme^*' hecriett . 

*^ The blow of anguilh falls #. 
May peace and happy loTe fecore 

Thefe hofpitaUp walls.'' 

Tlien, all hiS: d^arefi hopes refign'4r 
Upon his horfe he fpniing ; 

The courfer's hopfe re-echoing londf 
Upon the champaign r^ng• 

The ]^V^rofe ; hefopght his firieod» 
Then at his abfence (ighM } 

And penfiye, on his ^;in the pledge 
Of parting kindnefs tyM : 

And now: Ii.is bridal train he call'd>' 
And vaulted on his fteed ; 

'Twas fnowy white, of faultlcis fomit 
And fprung from gen'rous breed« 

Exulting on, Rodplpho'scheefc •, 

Sate expedadon warm ; 
And jdignity and.manly ea& 

Seem'd hknded in his form* 



:> 
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Rich was his vefture ; </er his horft 

Embroidered trappings flowed s 
But worth difclaiming outward pomp 

The Earl confpicUous ihew'd» 

At Siward's caftle now arrived; 

^he joyful Baron came 
To meet the fplendid cavalcadef ^ 

And blefs Rodolpho^8.name«i . 

^ Thou gen'rous £riend» to Wh6m I owe 

My fortune and my life. 
Come, ever welcome !'' he iezclaim'dt 

•* Behold thy deftin*d wife.*' , 

Slow was the fur Albina's ftepy ' ) - 

And pehfive was her 'air $ 
Her face was pallid as the veil - 

Which held her beauteous hair. 

Tho' deck'd in bridal rdbes of ftate* 

Yet (till her looks ezprefs'd 
The YiAim of unhallow'd lites. 

For mournful orgies ^re&'d* . 



** Receive^ my child,'' her fadier ttitip 

•* Thy virtues ^to rewards- 
Receive from thy fond parent's hand 

This bniiK and worthy lord* 



No 
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No loofger let ibf maidea feafi 

A coy SToftrve HDfaxt $ 
Avowee knre that Heaven approvei^ 

And give him sdi thy heart .^ 

Albina now fterp«nftv8 eyes 
On brave Rodolpiii) threw ; 

And wheathey- laet his ardent gase^ 
They timidly wididrew. 



; ^ WhatI ftiilvmyftiir^ 
This cold and diftant £ear ^ 
Does my AMssa dbnbt my lov^ 
Or why Sftre&M appear? 

<< Oh ! reft affiff'd, deou deareft traft 
That Heaven on earth can give, 

*Tis but to mafcr nay diamer Ueft. 
That aov: 1 wi&to live* 

*< But ycflS^mi^lit;. when robbd^ fieli 

My evening waifc affidl'd» 
Lifelefs on^earththe fbrvant ink^ 

Who to dtfeaKdiiK£nVds 

''.Wheafisom my tfc'diofeipQwev^d.aiSiA'' 
Its wonted- ligonr fled^ ' 

And death?s:ctxi3ia]^'gk)bm:y fliadi i 

Seem'd faHiog on; my head::- 

" Memory^ 
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V 

'' Memory^ amid the tumult wild» 

Thy lovely image drew ; 
And thy foft wtjes, in fancy feen, 

Reftor'd my ftrength anew. 

** Wlen re&u'd by a gallant knight 
Whdm Heaven to ilkve me fent, 

life teemed a nobler gift* fince life 
Would now with thee be ipent. 

<* Bf^ wiierefbte fhoiild' t \Ae& the hand 

That did the gift beftow, 
If £roni thy fin'd, thy cold dzTdami 

I only angvUh kxiow V 



>w 



** Let not my lord^" Albina did, ' 
** Sucn paia£iil doubts fuggeftj , 

Nor thiok his merit fails to move 
Albina's coniicious breaft*, 

" Can flie forget, when fcomM, refused, 

M V^ file mercy crav'd. 
When, at the moment of de/pairi 

•ffi» generous pit'y fdv*d ? ' ] 

** If then his kind, but partial cyes» 

Deems hbr a meet rew^df 
Duty (hall ftomft her gratefU htztkf ' 

To bleikher'honotir*d-Ldrd> 
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PART III. 

*\ I tm not of that feather to (bake off 

" My friend whpi he moft needs me. I do know hinv 

'< A gentleman, that well deferves a he]p« 

«« Which he fliafl have." 

StfAjtarsAas. 

J^ OW, while th* attendant train caraus^d» 

And drained tbe feftal bovdy 
While muiick's various pow'rs CQmbi&*4» 

Entranced each jojrf ul foul, 

Rodolpho, whifpering to his lovei 

His tdgar's worth ezprefs'd^ 
And fhcw*d the bracelet he receiy'd 

From his departing gueft. 

Iiiftant her looks, her trembling framt, 

Confefs'd a wild alarm ; 
While h^r fix'd eyes, with fraatick gaM^ 

Dwelt on her lover's arm. 

Vain was each effort to conceal 

Surprize fo highly wrought % 
She fainted*; bat^ Rodolpho'i arms 

The finking beauty caught. 

f Their 
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Their lovely miftrefs to fupportf 
Th' attendant Jiandmaids fiew ; 

Relaxant from her opening eyes 
The thoughtful Earl withdrew* 

Cold o'er his foul each doubt confirm'dt 

Its painful influence flung. 
And heavy on his bended arm 

His head recumbent hung* 

When Siwardy whofe prelaging heart 

The caufe t<y> well divin'dy 
With agitated pleading look^ 

Rodolpho qtdckly join'd. 

Now all retirM ; a paufe enfu'd | 

To break it Stward try'd ; 
Checked by Rodolpho's look» which ^ke 

Stem honour's wounded pride* 

At length he faid» ** Let not my Lord 

Sufpedt a paiSon bafe : 
Did ^'er my daughter's guiltlefs' heart 

With me^ delire debate? 



*' A ruftick (trippUng at a jooft 
With vid^ry was crown'd, 

And.gain'4 the bracelet, which il 
Entwin'd thy acm armad* 
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** My daughter's ha&d beftow'd tbe prize> 

But he audacious grew, 
^nd dar'd^ with bold prefumptxious love^ 

Thy profpis'd bride to view, 

*^ I drote hihi from my wide domain^ 

And many a year is pa&.» 
Since in the war£ of Paleftine 

I truft he hrealii'd his laft. • 

^* But vhfe» AlBifia oh thy arm 

The well-known bracelet view'd^ 
Her fhame an4 icom at Edgar's Uyn 
, Were painfulfy seae^^d*^ 



« There lectf no {itai% I Ttft atHir^d,*' 

Rodolpho a&fwer'd itrild; 
^ Bat Hm young Edgar, only once 

Did h& behold cby child i 

** Noplff^of meHthadthtyeuth? 

Was love his otif tlakn V*^ 
He, pBns^d» atidf Siward^s confdou^ cheek 

Confefs'd the bluib of fhame. 

^ ECs coucftge.''^ Smatrd cried, *' my Gmds 

From lawleik ruffians favM i 
Butnckea I dfiier'd him reward. 

His pride tie o^ iPMr'4^ 



(t 



Yet 
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•* Yet till Vfrinanaer, voice, and look, 

His latent views expre&^d. 
Within my caftle he abode, 
* My brave acknowledg'd gaeft.*^ 

Th' tndigaaiit Eail aow cSicck'd dhe tea^ 
Which u^tpernitted^ftipk, : 

And CO the rigQur •£'&!< fatft ^ " 

Composed his msuAj iotd* 

*' Go, o^^t thy dui^ter's gti^$** he cried, 

*< Drop pity's laochmg balm> 
Whilft (layonja^efter'd jrote "■- 

Regain a titeittiU^cafa|u''- j 



.) 



T 



But nqt.^ i^ &qideflerfdlgrimt 
Could calm RodolfdMi's £biii^ ' 

StiU os^:h«s miod Attnkia'^ tearr, 
And Edg^s jsogiaik Aoie. 



Now.|)$a4ty jn the aet-o£ love* ^ ' 
Bis heaA dofe capti^ h«kl ; - 

Now grateful; ffeiendiup^siniaiitfl^ibi^ce' 
The SyreaV^ure rep^Mta. / 



^« I3i4 left i»f beatity^ lefr^F^^Bt^rth, ^ 

Arop^' <Mbina . blaze. 
Left lY^eithe liMtiire tio^sefigA, ^ 

But lefs wQiitd'lM ttejraiib. . 



wFor 
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'^ For this did Edgar from mj head 

ANcertain death remoTe» 
That I fhoald fever from his breaft 

The iaft faint hope of love ? 

<f Did but hu foul forfbrtime pant. 
Or fought be^powV to gain. 

How would I gratify each wifh 1^ 
Yet ftill the fair retain* ' :' ' 

** .S^etain the fair ! retain her ! bow j 
What now her vows demand i 

Know that anolther hai her heart. 
Yet feize hercaptivelhand ? 

•* Forbid iti Pity !:Honour> feom 

Indelible difgrace ! 
Love majcwith tortures tear my heaxt. 

But ihall not malre it baie/' 

He calPd »page:c<-Hx> Edgar's houle' 
He bad^ hto point the road: 

Not dift^tt in^ la graffy vale. 
Appeared .the plaia abode. 

A havhhofp Jbtedge the garden bound, 
Twas fiird with many a fioVr ; 

A woodbi^ie sound, a maple twia;<L 
Composed a fxltaa b^^ . 



And 
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And there the aged Orcar oft. 

His ta(k of labour done» 
Qais'd On the fpangled arch of hear'n, ' 

And mus'd* upon his fon* • 

There too, that gallant fon returned, -• 

He fought'his.gHefs to cairn ; 
And poar'd upon the wounds of love 

Confolatorj bahh. - 

*' Ah! -whither, dear unhappy bof^ 

Does thy diftra^on tend ? 
Far fwifter thaii yon faifing clouds ^ 

Life haftens to its end. • • 

** Still afi-6tfr-rtep9, aidhrancingi vcijgc 

On its declining ftage^' 
The profpeAs faint and diftant grow 

Which did our youth engage. 

^f Oar. paiCons, as we bend td earthy 

Imbibe a ibmbre gfoonir ; 
And lengthening with Our fittmg jRur, '* 

The fhadows reach the toibb. '* *- 

<' Then chief on thole who patient trea^ 
An irkfome path of woe, ^ ' 

Bright boHttng from an hiti^ner elimey ^ 
The (mains of glory flM« 



i «■ 
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*' Nor urge wy xliiappemted Jiopes^^ 

I do not ntwi coiwplain : 
When I beb^U tboe^ oae embracs 

Repaid each fonner p^io. 

^< I aik'd Aot £br my darii|^;i^:99)|Ili 

Virtue jV9:asj^ ir^jpfayV;* 
AndJEJpav/9j.dW,^mitjoiA» . : 

To be more lavifb 



J » 



<* Yet^ Edgar* if thypatu 

The taunt of pride repell'd* 
Patienf i^ndKurM tbic &)dier V f oUf 

Yet faw his ri^J^ wjt)»^^jl4| ; 

<< Ohi bid it» ia9i^ ^cial nwi^ 
Invuhierable prove, ) 

And xaumph o'er the cavioiit iksift. 
Of difa^pointedl^Qve*'' 

^* My heart.tjbft ti^m^rdffds^as ; 
ThaX.%eaft» where ^%jXi» brigbjt msu^i^jxriheei 
The birspre Kqcjojph^ /«ji^^ • 

f^,Bf^4^2if.iuipc^rq5^'dTOhop^ , 
With merit lefertplfl^ 

I YWrfA lHWii*c«l5*d.Wft guy cari^civ 
OrperifhUja^Ws-ftft,., . . 



\ 
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« Father^ 
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" Father, thoaJmow'ft Albina** face. 

Far lovelier was her mind ; 
WhUe Sin^rd favoured, 1 full ©ft 

With her in convcrfe jom*d. 

** And fttll the maid woiOd t^ the jo^ 

On virtuous love con&rr'd i 
Deceived hj Cmgainc hope^ I thought ^ 

Her then» to aoc refiir'd. 

Shall liften to tbot t]ieiite» 
Feel «ach liceoatioos wifli cM&i'dy 
YettaftcaWi6ft|«a». 

« For him ft* wea*w the * «;a| f^. 

For him tit garUnd weathes , 
Stnkes at h» «aU th« foft-wa'd hitrp. 
And ftraiiB foui-pi«.<^Bg bwathee. 

" Ohl letusfeek/omediftantQioti 
My love I will fupprefe j 

The father^ whom tiJl now I gj?icvy, 
Henceforward I will blefs^ 

>' For thee, and thee alone, m ftay 

The purp<jie of dcipair J 
Confcious that^^man is born to ii^oe» 

Thofe wow Pllifi^Kty hKir*'* 
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He faid,* 'and with a (ickly fmile 

The drooping Orcar checr'd. 
When fuddcn at the wicket gate 

The gen'fous Earl appeared. 

He iaw his friend, a painful thrill 
Seem'd ev'ry thought to check, 

'Till hrave R6d6lpho's outftretch'd arms 
Were circled round his neck. 

Long pHis'd the £ari«' then fiult'ring fpoke, 
*• 'Twas much unkind to go, • 

To leave me on this awful day 
Did little frie&dibil> (bow* 

** 1 come to lead thee to the hall| 
The feafts, the fports attend ; 
* Andev*n Albina's fclf requefts 
The prefence of my friend." 

" Ddes fbe requeft it ?" Edgar cry*d, 

And fixM his glaring eye ; 
** She doth requeft it," faid the £ar1> 

" Can'ft thou the fair deny'?" 

*• No, I will go!" — Forth from the bowV 
With frantick fpeed he fprung ; 

His troubled foul to phrenfy'd rage 
£y fancy'd wrong was ftung. 

Now 
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Now whilft upon his panting bread 

His mail he firmly ties, 
Orcar on penfive Norfolk tom'd 

His mild perfuafive eyes. 

«< Great Earl, (hall not that youth's deipair 

Thy kind concern engage ? 
He is my fon, my only child. 

And lo ! I droop with age«'' 

** Oh venerable fire! no wrong 

Thy Edgar, (hall annoy ; 
But follow^ and prepare thy ibul 

To meet a fcene of joy/' 

Silent and fwift acrofs the vale 

The tortur'd friends returned ; 
Dejection funk Rodolpho's heart» 

With anger Edgar's bum'd. 

*' This low-bom fiieer, this mean device.** 

Thus to hin^felf he faid, 
*^ Shall all her former virtues blafi. 

And all her charms degrade* 

** I thank her, for I noV am fip^ 

My heart each fetter breaks $ 
From vifions of ideal worth 

My wond'ring foul awakes* 

Ha ^ With 
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" Witli fmtles of cold contempt 1*11 ihcet 

Her proud exalting eye ; 
My heart may in tke confli^ break. 

But it fhall neycr figh." 

' How broke upon his lOftthing vi ew 
The cattle's turrets white ; 
Thofe turret* which in happier days 
Infjpir'd a gay delighc* 

Far diffredt odw, each lofty ^ire» 

And gaily fwetlfxfg dome. 
Increased' the horrors of defpairr 

And deepen 'd alt its gloonk 

Now joyful; at the Earl's retum. 

The portals were unharr'd j 
The bridal train 'm order ftood 

Within the eaftk-^yard. 

- "ttodxAphff finr Albina Ibughr 
Within the halt of ftate ; 
Affrighted, tremWiag, and dtfiimy'd« 
The mowirfol beauty :fete. 

Silent her fhther ftood, his lodes 

Spake harror's pale prefage i 
Ambition'^ fulkn gloom, the feowt 
^^ Of diiappmeed rage* 
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Now Edgar on his long-lov'd maid 

Throws his dirdjiinful eyes ; 
But when he fees her grief of foul. 

Far different pafiions rife. 

** Tliofe clafped hands, that fblcmn look* 

Do they infulting prove \ 
Thine, Norfolk, was the mean device, . 

Thou tyrant in thy love I" 

His trembKng hand now grafps his fword. 

But honour, foon alarm 'd, 
Determines yet to fpare a foe, 

Unguarded and unarm'd* 

*^ V^ lUughty Earl, the hour fliill come. 

Nor diftant is the time, 
When, burfting from eacU ran, thj 1il(Md 

Shall expiate thy crime. . '^ 

" Till then, v^ith infolent delight 

My heartfelt anguifh view." 
So thought the youth, and o'er his face 

His beaver ftcrnly drew. 

Radiant as in a n^ht of froft 

Beams Cynthia's filver car, 
Albina look'd, through chilling grief 

Each chaon feem'd lovelier iar^ 

• H 3 Rodolpho 
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Rodo]pho took one parting gaze, 

A long and deep farewell 5 
It feem'd at once eternal love 

And fix 'd regret to tell. 

Her father feiz'd her hand, (he rofe. 

To Norfolk's Earl fhe came ; 
Reluflant was her lingering ilep, 

And terror (hook her frame. 

•* Canft thou/' Ac cry'd, " the fuddcn pang. 
Which reafon blam'dy forgive? 

I never more fhall fee the youth, 
Yet fuficr him to live." 

^e Eail receiv'd the projSfer'd hand 

That Siward had refign'd ; 
** Thon giveft her to me," he faid; 

•• I do," the Sire rejcinM- 

^ •• Then thus with her I pay the debt 
Which I to valour ow*d ;" 
He tum'd, and on his frantick friend 
Th* angellck maid beftow*d. 

TTicn whil*ft o*er all his glowing face 

Benignant tranfport broke. 
Thus to the agonized pair 

The generous Noble fpole. 

•• Sweet 
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<* Sweet mourner, turn, Rodolpho yieldt 

To Edgar's claim thy vpws ; 
Turn, lovely maid, v; ith tender fmifes / 

Now greet thy deftin'd fpoufe. 

•* Fortune and merit both combing, * 

Thy paffion fhall appro\!:e j 
Kor thou, brave Edg^ar, doubt the frien^ 

That gives thee e'en his loy.e. 

<* Siward, if ftill thy narrow heart* 

Can humble worth difdain, 
Know, Edgar from this hour is lord -^ , 

Of many a fair domain, 

" Soon o*cr the lands which I beftow 
' His liberal care ihalLffatne I 
Give rapture to his father's hearty 
And felf* reproach to thine. 

". Nor, Eldgstr, let a friendly fear 

.Thy prefent blifs decreafe $ 
Approving virtue cheers my foul, . , 

And all within is . peace. 

•* Charmed by the joys which heav'l^ aroutid 

Betievolence hath thrown, 
I (hare the bleffmgs I impart. 

Nay, make them all my own. 

H 4 u Here- 
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^ H^r^fter In fome p^nfive hour 
ShouJd fdfiih thoughts ofknd, 
' To banifii every mean regret, 
I'll feek my happy friend. 

. •• There as he fliines, in fortune, fame. 

In love, in virtue bleft, 
4*he mnlkk of his grateful voice 
Shall harmoaize my bread/' 



Cwtinuathn of the 1 2th Chapter of Thi 
G6ssip*s Story. 

When sir Wn«am Milton had 
finiflied the long manufcript^ Captain 
T.irgct, who liad with great difficulty 
refrained from paying his rcfpcfts * to 
Morpheus during the recital, began to 
roufe his faculties by emphatical com- 
mendations, which he happily divided 
between theftory and the reader. 

Marianne, whofe eyes fwam with tears, 
rejoiced that the lovers were at laft made 
happy together, of which (he had once 
many doubts. 

Mr. 
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Mr. AUbp applying every vor i which 
Marianjie uttered in favour of lo '«» cp 
bis owii advaotagfj took courage, and 
▼oitured Co give bis opiiiioni which wai^ 
that it was viery cleverijr broogfac atiotic 
to make my Lord give up fome demefatfs 
to E^ar^ for be thought the Old GeH^ 
^lemau never ivould • bave allowed ' his 
.daughter to marry a man^ who was not 
only of low birth, but viho^^KiO fortune. 

«' Mr. Alfop,*' fiiid Sir WiBiam con^- 
tcmptuoufly, *' overlooks the circump- 
ftancc which ennobled £dgar; he bore 
irmt in Paleftine.^' 

Captain Target could not fufler a hint 
ia h,fMT of the military jine to pals iiii* 
noticed. He bowed profoundly to tl^ 
JBarooet, and declared himlelf happy in 
cnteriauniAg the fame honourable fenti* 
{nents of the chara&cr of a iMdier; 
adding; in a theatri<!al ftyie, ^^ None bat 
ahe brave defervie the fair. Is not that 
yoiir (pinion, ' Mife Dudley ?** 

** I hope. Sir," fcid Louifa, colouring; 
at this utiexpedbed reference^ <' J ^aA 

H < hot 
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not offend your allowable partiality for 
your own profeflion by obferving, that 
I am glad Rodolpho is not left unhappy. 
Indeed 1 think he is placed in the nioft 
enviable fituacion, fince the confciouf* 
nefs of having performed a highly gene- 
rous aflion, muft afford a perfeS: delight 
to an exalted mind. But Edgar labours 
under the weight of an obligation, which 
he never can repay ; befides, he may fear 
that his tr^nfports are the caufe of dif- 
treffing his benefadtor." 
z, ^j My.fentiments, Madam^ reipe&ing 
the fublime pleafures of generoficy entirely 
coincide with yours^" faid Sir WiUiam $ 
*^ but I am ibrry to hear you fpeak of 
gratitude as a ^tf/>0i/ fenfation." 

" Not abfolutely fo," replied Louifa, 
diftreft at an obfervation which was 
accompanied by a look of angry pene- 
tration* '* I only think Rocjolpho's is 
the moft enviable lot. He is placed in 
fuch a favourable point of view that hadi 
been Albina, I Ihould have felt half forry 
to refign fuch a worthy lover." 

** Not 
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^ *' Not If you had been previouQy 
attached to Edgjir, 0iftier, and rccolledcd 
what he ;had'fuffcred fpr your fake," faid 
the gentle Marianne. " True j Madam," 
exclaimed Alfop witha deep fighj •" but 
every, body don't know what. true love is/' 
. ** Indjced, fiftcr,** returned Louifa^ 
laughing, *" Mr. Alfop is a better adept 
in love affairs than I am : but let ua 
change the fut>jed of converfation,« tc 
grows too interefting/* 

Mr. Dudley now obferved, . that . if 
the manufcript had entertained his friends, 
it . anfwercd the purpofe for which he 
had introduced, it. Its merit, he faid, 
conQfted: in us Hmplicity, and he was 
going to make fome obfervacions on the 
ftudied ornaments with which many 
modern poets overload their produftions, 
till they obfcure the fenfe, and difturb 
the harmony of the language ; when the 
entrance of a fervanc to announce fupper 
happily relieved the Danbury gentlemen 
from a literary difcuffion, of which, to 
fay the trmth, they were not, very fond» 

h6 On 



i«6 A <t083l>*9 story; 

On thrir rctvrn home, Mr. Alfopafked 
ht8 friend's opkiioki refpeding the prefeac 
Rate of his affairs. The Captain fwore 
they were in an admirable train> and asen.* 
lioned Louifa's laughing at him, as a 
convincing proof that (he was apprehen- 
five of his influenee over her fitter's mlAd. 

In Ihort, things were thought ripe ftr 
the grand attack, and it was agreed t-hat 
a- letter fliould be written exprcfflve of 
Mr. Airo[)*s paflTion, whkh his confident 
promiftd to deliver. They then feparated 
for the evening; the Captain to fabricate 
a fpeech, intimating a (truggle between 
love and friendihip j and Mr. Alibp to 
read the Polite Letter-writer, prior to the 
^ompoikion of his intended eplftie. 



J » 
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CHAP. XIII.. 

jS letter (but not the one the reader was 
' indueed to hope for) calls fartb Jome 
very antiquated notions. 

X HE poft arriv^ at Scanntdine 
fboii after the departure of the vifitors, 
and Mr. Dudley, on reci5iviHg a packet 
from his LonJon correfpondent, wifhed 
his daughcef^ a good aigbtj and retired 
to his chamber. 

The inteUigenee it contained was of 
the unpkaTai^c kind* It certified the 
report, |h^t the Freach had deuched a 
iquadnon to }ay wait 'for the WeQ:-lndia 
flee^ wliich was defUtute of adequate 
mei^iis of <)efen<:e againft an uaexpe<5ted 
attacks it alfo added, that the capture 
of. a (hip in wjiich they had hoped to 
receive, large renoktances, had precipi^ 
tated the rum of Mr. Tonnereaii's firniy 
which had that day ftopped payraenr. 

. .Wikflle Mf. Dudley ht iHeditatii^ <in 
hia misfortuaes^ mth the deep regret: 

- 5 of 
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of a man fenflble that he had been guiltjr 
of an irretrievable error, Louifa entered 
the room. . Mr. Dudley's agitated mind 
was (Irongly imprefled on his countenance; 
but his daughter was in too miKh diforder 
to regard it. Pale, trembling, and unable 
to fpeak, Ihe gave him a letter which 
fie had juft received; and while he perufed 
it, (he funk into a chair. I (hall copy 
thia alarming epiftle : 

* TO MISS DUDLEY. 

* Madam, 
* I make bold, though a perfect 
ftranger, to trefpafs upon your goodnefs. 
I am told that you are fhortly to be 
married to Sir William Milton. I muft 
fay, Madam, for all I have heard of 
you, I wi(h you a better huiband than 
fuch a villain. I amapoorwidow-wonhan, 
who keeps a cofKce-houfc in . ftreet^ 
and a few years ago my daughter (a very 
handfome, well-behaved young woman): 
went to the Indies, in hopes to make her 
fortune. She there met Sir William, 
then only Captain Milton^ and he fell in 

* love 



A GOSSIP^S STORY. 169 

love with her J and (he with him. He pro« 
mifed to marry her, and fo at laft ruined 
her. But he kept her like a Princeft 
all the while (he ftaid there. Poor crea* 
tare, the worfe for her now. For at laft 
he quarrelled with her^ and left her be- 
hind him when he came to England^ 
and would do nothing for her, and (be is 
comt home in great diftrefs indeed. She 
has two children. Madam, and I baire 
hard work to maintain my(elf thefe bad 
times. So I hope you will perfuade Sir 
William to do fomething handfome, and 
I Ihall be bound to pray for you ; from 

« Your humble fervant, 
" Mary Morton^. 
^ N. B. He ought to do fomething for 
« his children, they are too young to 
• affront him.' 

MrJ Dudley, after pdrufing the letter, 
caft his eyes upon his daughter, and a{ked 
her what could be done. 

" Can 1, Sir," faid Louifa, burfting 
into tears, ** vow to love and to honour 
a man who labours under fuch an impu- 

ution ? 
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xation? C^wky is adilrd t^ licentious 
perfidy* My dtar fiuher, forgive me J 
My very foul revolts agaiaft this union/' 

/* Oh worthy of thy excellent mothtr" 
tud Mr* Dudley : ^^ No« Louifa^ you can^ 
4I0C. I am £ar from.chinkiiig lb lightly 
4fi fome poople do of the vicious irregu- 
Jarities 'm which many young meo induce : 
but to absmdoQ the unhappy creature he 
iias reduced > to the horrors and tempca- 
jtions of poverty ; to maJce no provifibn 
for his innoceoCy helpleft offspring I 
Rather would I fee thee a beggar^ tfaaA 
iuflSrr thee to contaenainat^ thyfcif . by pjir*. 
ticipattng m his guijty affluence. He 
capiibi$'cdf a generous afFedion ! Impof- 
fible!" • » 

" Yov have relieyed my «ixiety,^ 
replied Mifs Dudley j " yet why fiiould 
I doubt that my dear fs^ihcr would; fee 
the atrocity of fuch an a^S^ion in as ftroag 
a light as myfelf? Eut> Sir, you hav^ 
jxad letters from London* Not diftnefling 
ones I hope/* 



J • •« 
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*' They are not cofifoUtory, my child/' 
tefumcd Mr. Dudley; " but wc muft firft 
decide upon this affair/' 

Louira, who perceived her father agi- 
ctted by a contrariety of paflion^, gueflcd 
at the ibtdligence he would not com-^ 
municate> and regretted that flie had 
ruihed into. his prefence^ to overwhelm 
him with the additional weight of her 
own forrows. She ftrove to compofe 
herfeif) and again peruied the letter from 
Mrs. Morton. She began to think ic 
poffible fhe nnighc have been betrayed 
by her fecret prejudices, to adopt a fevere 
opmion without fufficient proofs $ and^ 
determined not to truft to her own judgi* 
menc, afloed her father, if the letter did 
not bear evident marks of being dictated 
by ftroog refcntment. 

Had Mr. D«sdiey feen what pafled in 
his. daughter's mind at that moment, he 
would have contemplated the triumph of 
filial piety, defirous of giving up every 
thing but its integirity, to ward the (haft^ 
of misfortune frosn hio). He would 

have 
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have admired the virtue that warred with 
even the innocent and allowable propen^ 
fities of the heart, and ftill more would 
his daughter's charader have rifen in 
his eye, from her attempt to hide the 
intended facrifice from his obfervation, 
by giving to the excufes {he was forming, 
the air of extenuating love. He was 
^norant of the(e circumftances, and when 
Lcuifa afked him> if it would not at leaft 
be juft to allow Sir William an oppor- 
tunity of juftifying his cdndud^ he .fup- 
pofed it poSible the diflike his daughter 
at Brft exprefied againft her lover> had 
fubfided i and was iucceeded by a degree 
of attachment. 

But (ince love^ though indulged to the 
degree of dotage^ would not, in Mr. 
Dudley's opinion, obviate the nruiny evik 
iricijdent in an alliance between a virtuous 
woman and a profligate mdni. he only 
wilhcd, from the fuppofed ftate of Louifa's 
affedions, that Sir William might be able 
to juftify himfcif from the fevere impuw 
(atioas cs^ upon bia charaAer.^ On 

reading 
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reading the letter again, he thought it 
probable that fpleen, violence, and dif- 
appointment might aggravate the offence. 
** But depend upon it, my love," faid 
he, " the charge has fome foundation. 
It would be wrong not to hear what he 
can plead in his defence, and indeed you 
cannot now decline his addrefles, without 
giving him a reafon for your conduft. 
I will fpeak to him to-morrow morning/* 
Louifa now prefTed her father to dif* 
cover the purport of his ifltelligence 
from London^ but he eluded inquiry^ 
determined that (he Ihould know nothing 
more of his misfortunes, till Mrs. Mor- 
ton's accufation was either refuted of 
confirmed. He righdy thought,, that 
though pecuniary circumftances may 
influence a woman's choice, when no 
folid obje6kions can be made to the lover 1 
innocence, if bribed by the wealth of the 
univerie, ihould (brink from a connection 
with vice. He therefore pretended the 
eafe he did not feel, and reminding her 
of the latencfs of the hour, with a fervent 

carefs 
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care& difmiflcd her to repofc. It was a 
blefling which neither of them enjoyed 
that night : befides the preffurc of their 
own forrows, each of them laboured under 
the apprehenfion of what the other en- 
dured } for the filial and paternal ties are 
at leaft as fufceptible of thefe emotions^i 
as either friendihip or love. 

CHAP. XIV. 

A Wi.nltby kver is di/mijfed iy a family 
upm th€ €V€ of bankruptcy^ forjunhai the 
torrid m^y Jtjli fpirittd tenduSt. 

JMlSS Dudley, riling ctrljr next 
tnorning, as wa& her ufual ctsilom^ to 
fuperintend domeftick affairs^ met Sir 
Wiiliam in the paflfage leading to the 
bf«akfaft-room. He had an unufual 
dtgrre of urbanity in his afpeft, and 
(citing her hand within air of gallantry, 
begged the favour of a few minutes* 
converfation : Louifa reluflantly aflented ; 
«nd he gave her a letter he had jufl: 
received from his mother^ in which her 

Ladylhip 
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Ladyfhip exprefTed her eagernefi to 
receive a daughcer of her late belaved 
friead, in a yet more endearrng point of 
Tjbvj than that in which her nephew 
hoped to have prefented one% She eon- 
ckded with begging, that his amtaUc 
miftrefs would facrifice a few fcruples 
of pao&Uio to her earned eocreaties. 
Her healthj ibc (aid, ieas apparently 
declining, and ihe felt all a pareoc^^ 
anxiety to fee the happine& of her fori 
fecured, and to participate in his tfanP 
ports, while (he was yet able to enjoy 
them. Sir William ftrengthcned this 
argument by urging his own impatience; 
be flattered himfelf he had not been 
wholly undefcrving her favour; fettle- 
iHeiKs be was reaily to di&ois with Mr. 
Dudley ^ buc as he mcznt by thetr libera- 
Uty to prove hi^ high fenie of her mcritSj 
BO ot>je£tions could arife on that head.. 
^e concluded with hoping, chat as female 
coquetry had no part in her chara(£ter^ 
file wo^ ihorten the time of probation, 
9od favouff htm with an early day. 

Louifa, 
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X^ouifai with dreaming eyes, perufed 
Lady Milton's letter, and fronri the ma- 
ternal tendernefs vifible in every part, 
was led to wifii that (he could gratify the' 
kind requeft. She ftarted from her re- 
verie at Sir William's laft words ; the 
proof of his unworthinefs flafhed upon 
her mind, and while her foul overflowed 
with veneration for the mother, it (hrunk 
in abhorrence from her fon. She attempt-- 
ed to fpeak, but was unable. She turned 
afide her face glowing with confufion, 
and clung to the arm of her chair as if 
to fupport her trenibling frame. Sir 
William, who conftrued her behaviour 
into maiden delicacy, was going, by decla- 
rations of everlafting love, to deliver her 
from her embarraffment; when Mr. Dud- 
ley entered the room. Louifa never 
beheld her father approach with more 
pleafurej (he inftantly rofe, and referring 
her lover to him for an explanation, 
haftily withdrew. 

Though the young Baronet would have 
preferred receiving from his miftrefs the 

defired 
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defired confent, he was not thrown into 
defpair by tlvis reference. He gave Mr. 
Dudley his (nother's letter, and informed 
him that he had been urging Mifs Dud* 
ley to favour him with a fpeedy union. 
Lady Milton's conlent was^ he faid^ of 
no confequence in one point of view^ 
as his fortune was perfe£bly independent, 
and rn his own pofleflion; but as it implied 
a juft refpeft for the Lady he fo highly^ 
efteemed, he could not but rejoice in 
every tribute that was paid to his Lpuifa's 
virtues. 

Mr. Dudley, after obferving that he 
was the lad man upon earth to whom 
apologies for filial deference were nece(- 
fary, declared his grateful fenfe of Lady 
Milton's favourable fentiments of his 
family. He then hinted, that before the 
propofed alliance could take place, a very 
painful fubjcdb mud be difcufled. 

Sir Williarr), fuppofing he meant fet'* 
dements, replied, that in all pecuniary 
concerns, Mifs Dudley's wifhes (hould 
be the only bound to his liberality. 

" I do 
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*^ I do not doubt your generoliey on 
that head. Sir WiUiam; it was to anochet 
circunnftance I rihided* But let me pre^ 
snife, that you fee before you a man of 
baokrupc (ortuaes ; one who baa rained 
bimfdf and his child by a fatal confix 
dence; one who has nothing but his 
integrity left. Be pleafed. Sir, in our 
future converfadon to remenrrber this cir-> 
cumftance;" 

Sir William, grafping Mr. Dudley's 
hand, proteftcd the incelligeooe gave 
him no pain except upon his account. 
He would with pleafure afford hirft all 
the aflVftanoe which hts ample fortune 
could beftow. He would fettle upon 
him what income he ihould judge necef^ 
fiiry for his fupport; and as to his Louiia^ 
the enjoyments of wealth would be 
doubled to him by her codfenting to 
0iare them. He thanked Heaven he 
had no occafion to bound his . expences 
by parfimonious roles, and liber<jdky was 
the darling pafllon of his fouK 

Mr. 
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Mr, Dudley bowed with the air of 
one who would rather avoid than court 
the favour of proud* munificence. Anxi-^ 
ous, however, to avoid oflfending the 
haughty youth he intended to reprove, 
he exprcffcd a lively fcnfe of his generous 
pronnifes. '* Indulge nne, Sir,'* faid he, 
«* with the privilege our prefent fituation 
claims, and fufFcr me not only to aft the 
part of a father to my girl, but of a real 
friend to you. A report has reached us 
which has given us both pain ; and a 
juft regard for Louifa's future peace com- 
pels me to aflc the nature of your con- 
nexion with Mifs Morton ?'* 

A ftroke of eleftricity could not have 
more fenfibly afFefted Sir William Milton. 
A deep fuffufion ftole over his gloomy 
features, which was foon fucceeded by a 
livid palenefs. There needed no Ikill in 
phyfiognomy to exclainti, ** Guilty, upon 
mine honour." 

Mr, Dudley, who hoped his filence 
was at lead a proof of contrition, pro- 
ceeded : *' It is not my wifh. Sir, further 

VOL. I. 1 to 
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to diftrcft youi I fee and pity your con- 
fvfioOf Few of us can walk in the un^ 
erring path of rcftitudci and perhaps 
a finccre endeavour to reclainn our wan- 
dering fteps is all that can be expe&ed 
from human infirmity. Though licen- 
tious indulgencies ever were and muft 
be criminal, I am willing to allow fomc- 
thing for the impctuofity of youthful 
paffions ; the influence of diflipated focicty 5 
and the unreftraincd freedom of manners 
in which Europeans indulge themfclves, 
in the luxurious climate of the Eaft. But 
there are fome circumftances in the 
diftrcQSng account which (hocks credi- 
bility, and I doubt not but that you will 
exculpate yourfclf from tbem*^* 

" Name them," faid Sir Williano, in 
an inpperious accept. 

** That you have abandoned the uof- 
happy creature you feduced, to want and 
all its horrid temptations. Nay, that yoM. 
have neglefted to provide for your oirti 
hclplefs, unoflfcodii^g oftgriog^" 

*< y<iu 
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*' You nnfuft give up the author of thit 
report/' refumed the Banmec^ in a Iotid> 
authoritative tone. 

•^ Not till you in a latisfaftory manner 
rcfutcf the charge/' 

•* I icorntoanrweranonyHnousfcandal/' 
faid Sir Williann. " If you cftecm me 

a villain on flender proofs<-Hfetain your 
opinion/' 

«* I ihould rejoice iff your vindication ; 
but this warmth is no ftep towards it* 
The confeqwnces of my thinking you 
a villain^ is my d^ghter's. rejection of 
your addrefs/' 

*' You (peak, Mr. Dudley, as if the ob- 
ligations were on jour fide. I have a due 
fenfe of your daughter's merit; but love 
has not fo blinded my reafon as to 
make me undervalue my own preteri- 
fions/* 

" I p«rcrivt. Sir/' faid Mr. Dudley, 
** that you rememter my poverty : but I am 
ftill rich in my child^ nor dare I entruft you 
with my only remaining trealure, till I am 
affiired 1 commit her to the proteftion of 

12 a man 
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a man of principle and honour. You 
frown^ Sir; I cannot be filenced by a 
frown. The man who can (o far prcferve 
his equanimity of mind during the ruin 
of his fortune, as td aflc nothing of the 
wealthy^ is too rich to fear their refenc- 
ment.'* 

** Did you, Mr. Dudley, formerly find 
this intelledual wealth a good marketable 
commodity ?" interrogated Sir William. 
^' I rather fufped you did not fully ap- 
preciate its value» till you retired from 
mercantile purfuits." 

*' If by reminding me of the profeffion 
I once followed, you mean to throw any 
refledion on the general chsLrader of a 
Britifli merchant^ you rather expofe your 
own want of information refpeding the 
refources and wealth of this empire^ than 
difcredit me. I glory in having (limu* 
lated the induftry of thoufands ; increafed 
the natural (Irehgth of my country ; and 
enlarged her revenue and reputation, as 
far as a private individual could. My 
fall has not been accelerated by vice, 

extrava- 
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extravagance, or dilhonefty : but we 
wander from the point. Difputes of 
this nature are only unncceflary aggra^ 
vacions. If you continue to refufc ifie 
dcfired explanation, I can no longer con*- 
fider you as Louifa's lover 5 and whatever 
my fentinnents of your conduft may be, 
tt is only in that charader that I can claim 
any right to inquire into it." 

" I queftion/' faid Sir William, '^ if 
$bat cbaraSler gives you the right to which 
'you pretend. But i^t is not from youy 
Sir, that I (ball take my difmiffion. I 
tnuft fee Mifa Dudley, I will khow how 
far you have prejudiced her againft me. 
She may perhaps explain y$ur motives 
for this extraordinary interference/' 

*^ I have no improper ones,** replied 
Mr. Dudley, rifingtoringthe bell. Then 
addrefling the fervant who came in, he 
defired that Louifa would immediately 
attend. The gentlemen remained fulknly 
filent nil Ihe entered the room. 

" My dear/' faid Mr. Dudley, « Sir 
William Milton wiihes to fpeak.to you, 

13 perhaps 
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perhaps he will favour you with the ex- 
planation he has refufed me/* He then 
attempted to withdraw ; Louifa fixed her 
pleading eyes upon him, as if intreating 
bis ftay ; but he determined to refift their 
filent langqage i till Sir William obfcrved 
that he had nothing to urge to Mils 
X)udley which it was improper for her 
£ither to hear. 

^ I find» Madan)>*' faid the haughty 
lover, <^ that I have forfeited Mr. DudU 
ky' s efteeo). I wifli to koow if you too 
cofifidcr me as a bufe fedocer i the be- 
trayer of innocences one iivho meanly 
abandons the creature he has plunged 
into guik: nay, who deierts bis own 
helplefs, unoffending ofl&prjng? Are yois 
too, Madam, jefolved to withhold from 
tna the name of my accufer ?'* 

" If my father/' replied Louifa, ** has 
inforaied you, of the charge, yoo muft 
Icoow in what light I confider it. I (hould 
defert the female chara£ler if I was defti*' 
tMte of delicacy and compafTion: and 
iinleis you wiib to difprcve thefe cenfures, 

of 
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ef what ufe can it be to difcoyer from 
whence they proceed ?'* 

" I . pcrcieivc/*^ returned Sir William, 
** (1 wilh I could fay with indilFcrencei) 
the flender hold I have of Tour afFedlions. 
Perhaps, Madarti, it was the fplcndor Of 
my ofiers alone that procured me even 
a jcnomentary attention/' 

** Had yow. Sir, appeared to me at firft 
10 the light you now do, not even your 
^hndid offers wouM have excited a mo^ 
ment*s heiitation* I cannot recbncite 
my heart to ul hufbaad deficient i& naora£ 
principle/* 

<* And inay I a(k/^ exckimtd thfe 
peremptory lover^ ^ wliat that bigh 
ftandard of perfe&ion t& by whieh thbfe 
^ho afpirc to you ittuft be meafufed ?** 

<^ The ftandard after which yOtt inquire. 
Sir William, does not exceed moderation: 
it is humble Uke my own deferts. But 
We only agitate each * other ; permit iMe 
(K> withdraw/' 

" No, by my foul, Icanftot Idfeyjou I" 
cried Sir William, in violent emotton. 

14 He 
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He would have bent his knee, but recol- 
ledling that Mr. Dudley was prefenr, 
refrained from the undue condefctnfion. 
He gazed upon her a few nnonntnts, and 
then in a low tone faid, " You could not 
treat me with this indifference if you ever 
loved me. But even at this moment you 
fcornftjUy enjoy my agony/' 

*' As thefc ccnfufes," refumed Mifs 
Dudley, *' are merely intended to evade 
a charge you do not deny, I need not 
labour to reinftate my(elf in your good 
opinion « Yet I could wiih to prefer ve 
Lady Milton's, and will intreat as a lajf 
favour^ that,, when you inform her of 
whdc has paiTed, you will give as candid 
an account of me as can confifi; with 
your own vindication." 

" Sovereign contempt, by Heaven ! 
But^ Madam, you miftake me if you 
think to awe me into fupplicatory fub- 
miiTion* However highly you may rate 
my love, I. can borrow fome of your 
philofophy to conceal its pangs. May 
you find a worthier lover, or at Icaft one 
. . who 
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who YS a better adept in the difguifes of 
courtfhip." 

Sir William thea ordered his horfes^ 
and Mr.'Dudlcy, after an invitation to 
day breakfaft, which was coolly declinedj 
-did 00c dppofe his deparqre.^ 

CHAP, XV, 

. * ■ 

Caiamtyfriquently e^pandsa generous heartl 

JMr. Dudley attempted to fortify 
liis daughter's mind wixh thofe prrnciple^^ 
which not only blunt the keened arrows 
of difappointment, but convert them into 
bleflingf;. " Your dream of happineis^ 
my love," faid hr, ** appears to be tcr- 
niinated : yet from the calm confiftency 
of your condud, I trud that you are not 
deftitute of thofe mental fupports, without 
which all that the world calls good is 
but fplendid mifery. You feel, my 
Louif^, that you have afted as you 
ought, and that reflection will enable you 
to fupport even the painful difcovery of 

15 thr 
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th^ uawoithioef« o( a favoured Iftvot^^' 
** It was your recomrtiendationj Sir%^ 
replied Louifaj *' whiqh firft induced me 
to accept Sir William MiUon'» o0er|. 
I relied upon your judgment^ am} f(k 
aflured that the good qualities jroii afcribod 
to . him would excite my eiteemy my 
gratitudej and my love. I have every 
reafon to njoice that we hive been con« 
Tinced of the defers in l^is tcix^pf r and 
conduft^ before it became my painful 
duty to endure tbenu 3«tt I fi:ar^ my 
dear father^ that the termination of thti 
(connedtion may be of ferious coofequenccf 
tp you ?" 

" When your mother died," replic4 
Mr. Dudley^ ^ I loft my high relifh fo^ 
ibe comforts ai^d pleafures affluence be^ 
itows. J truft my heart has npt be^Q 
tainted by mifanthropy, but I have bce9 
{fi accuiVomed to feek for my pfeafur^ 
and comforts out of my own tnin4» ^baf 
to renounce focicty, and to feclude taj* 
felf from the world, will fcarceiy exciti^ 
^ figh upofi^ my own account. For yoHt 

7 my 
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my chHd, I deeply fed s your fpirits havfr 
not been broken by repeated triali, andf 
Fifing into life, you look upori it with al 
the fartguine preference of youth. Anxi^ 
otw to preferve to you the profperitjr 
you have hitherto enjoyed^ I confidered 
Sit- William^s apparent generpfity widk 
too fevourable an eye $ but no more oT 
htm* ^ Amidft the rum of my forruneSj^ 
I rejoice that the littfo eilate your grandi^ 
Richer left you in Lancaihire for pocket^ 
money will preferi^e you from indigence* 
You hai^e not to thank n)e for this refervCi 
it was happily fee u red from my indifcre^ 
Cion, and confeqoencly covdd not be fa^ 
trifked to an artful, ungenerous friends" 
«• My deareft father/' faid Mifs Dud^ 
fey, *' do not afflift nf>e i^ ihefe iel& 
tifpbraidings. I o^c you a debt I never 
tan difcharge. . Nog to meiicion the 
tikmfand kind aitteiuions which havct 
httiierto made my life a round of dehghts^ 
k is from you 1 have received a fuperiw 
tducatbn} yoo inftiHed into my infant 
Ibul principles which,, unlefs my owa 

i& faulty 
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fault, muft infure my prcfcnt and future 
happinefs. Why, Sir, for I will fpcak 
proudly, fliould not your daughter be able 
to find pleafure and comfort in the re- 
iburccs of her own mind as well as your- 
fclf? We (hall live very comfortably 
upon that dear little eftace you talk of, 
I always had a turn for ceconomy and 
management; am quite a cottager V^ 
my heart, I aflure you. The few friends 
vit poflfefs will continue to efteem us in 
any (lation ; and as to general acquaint-? 
ance, I never confidered them important 
to my happinefs." 

- *^ A cottage life, my love,'* refumed 
Mr. Dud ley I << is not fo pleafant in reality 
as in theory. Like every other ftate it 
has its vexations, even ^ for thofe who 
were born with no higher hopes. To 
them who have been accuftomed to the 
elegant enjoyments of life, it prefents evila 
. ^hat patience and fortitude may teacti 
lis to fupport; but which are doubtlefs 
evils. To you they will be lefs painful 

thaft 
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than ta a light frivolous mind, and thii 
is all my confolation/*- 

Mr. Dudley then afked if Marianne 
had been inf^irmed of his perplexities i 
Louifa anfwered in the negative ; but 
owned that her fifter had lately made 
fomc enquiries to which (from an idea 
that it would be mod agreeable to her 
father) (he had given evaQve anfwers. 

Mr. Dudley commended her prudence^ 
^* When your grandmother took MarU 
anne," faid he, " it was with the exprefs 
condition that (he (hould excfudvely be 
confi Jered as i&^r child. I truft you poj(Ic(s 
her friendship, and will occafionally re«» 
ceive fubfta.itial proofs of it : yet to be 
wholly caft as a dependant upon her 
bounty would not, I think, contribute 
to the happinefs of either. She is duti-. 
ful, afFedionate, and generous; but her 
feelings are peculiarly lively ; and as js 
the cafe with moft people of ftrong fen- 
fibility, there is fome degree of uncer- 
tainty in her conduft. For my own parr, 
there is fcarcely a mifery I would not 

fooncr 
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htmir endurej thM penfion myfcTf upovt 
my child> with an apprehenfton that by 
fo doing I mighc prevent her from form* 
tog iiich conneAtofis as her fortune and 
merit might otherwife attrad. Had Nfr. 
Pejiham been agreeable to her, I think 
i could have been happy in the protedion 
of fuch a IbfK I hav« judged from her 
caft of cbaraAer^ that a fingte life would 
be moft conducive to her happinefsf 
but as even candour icielf eould hardly 
acquit me of interefted views, were I to 
urge fuch advice in my prelent (ituation,. 
I have only to hope that I lliall be able 
%o conceal from her the prefent (late of 
sny affairs, utitil ihe felefts fome worthy 
admirer for her huiband. Our expences 
at Stannadine indeed are coniiderable, yet 
I think continuing them a few montha 
longer, from the hope of her forming 
a fuitable attachment, isjuftifiable. I fhall 
not fcruple applying to her for a (hare 
of them i bcfides,- my love, (here Mr. 
Dudley faindy fmiled,) perhaps a publick 

enemy 



A 006»IV'S STOHir. tff: 

etiemf may prove more favourable v^ 

me than an infidious friend.^ 

Mifs Dudley acquiefced in theie opinU 
0D8> and Marianne foon joined the party^ 
anxious to know the caufe of Sir Williant 
MUion'a bafty. departure* Her fedier 
-VM kAppy to hear her» after the perufal 
of Mrs, Morton's letter, exprefs ftrpng 
deteftaciofi of libertine principles i a 
ieotiment which, I will affiro^, is natural 
to a delicate unvitiated fennale mind. 

Mr« Dudley then informed his daugb<* 
tert> that iiuiie unexpefted bufioels would 
call him to London. He lamented that 
he Ihould lofe the fociety which was fo 
delightful to him ^ but yet would not be 
fo felfilh as to defire them to refign the 
country, while glowing ki the cicheft 
robe of fumnoer, to accompany him to^ 
dirty, deferted town. JLouifa gueffing at 
her fathcr^s real niotives for declining. 
thetr company, acquiefced ia the pre* 
tended one i and Marianne was too muchr 
enamoured with purling ftreams, and 

mofs* 
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mofs-giown dclls, to endure the thought 
of leaving Stannadine* 

CHAP. XVI. 

jlninterefting adventure, ^be fur Hind Gcd 
of Love di/patcbed upon two dij^erent 
errands y commits an irreparable mijtake. 

X HE intcrcfting particulars I hare 
been relating afforded the greattft treat 
to my neighbours that they had enjoyed 
for many years. Two lovers at firft 
encouraged, thenhaftily difmiflld, opened 
a fine field for conjefture. Curiofity, 
which had hitherto been employed in 
fucceflSvely dttefting^ the extravagance, 
parfimony, carelefs negligence, and fuf- 
picious watchfulnefs of Mifs Dudley's 
domeftic management, was entirely 
diverted from family ar'rangements, to 
confider what could be the caufe of thelc 
revolutions. After many debates, we 
at laft finally determined^ that Mifs 
' Marianne 
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'Marianne refufed Mr. Pelham, becaufe 
her father gave him a bad chara(5ler ,• and 
that Sir William Milton flew off, when 
he difcovered Louifa had no fortune. 

The frequent vifits of Captain Par- 
get and Mr. Alfop to Stannadine were 
another incxhauftible topic of.convcr- 
fation. I obferved that this fommer 
proved the healthieft I had ever known* 
None of my friends anfwered my enquiries 
with complaints of feeling they did 
net know bow: not one creature had a 
nervous attack or was out of fpirit^» 
Sometimes we difpatched a nobleman in a 
coach and four to fetch off Marianne, 
and then again created a group of 
bailiffs, armed with an execution, to 
drive out the whole family. For my own 
party I made a very prudential ufe of this 
general folicitude. Whenever I laboured 
under any of thofe little perplexities' 
which miftreffes of a family fometimes 
feel, I introduced the Dudleys, and can 
truly fay, that more than once it pre- 
vented my party from difcpvering that 

my 
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my coffee was coId> and my filver waiter 
dreadfully tarniihed. 

My friendfhip for Mifs Cardamum 
would have given me pain> on account of 
die Evident dereli£):ion of her beaux v 
but happily chat lady had accompanied 
her papa to Scarborough^ from whence 
ihe wrote very fprighcly letters to Mrs» 
Mediuoi, obliquely intimating, that 
file had danced with two of the firft 
gentiemeii of faihbn there> who had faid 
very Joft things to her. She enquired 
with perfe£k nondkstanif^ whether Alfoi> 
or Target had run away with Marianoe 
Dudley yet; declaring either of tbcm. 
were very likely to draw in a raw young 
creature, who. had feen nothing of the 
world. I confidercd thcfe obfervations 
as an unqueftionable proof that they had 
totally forfeited her good opinion. 

I am however willing to hope that the 
reader's regard is not fj wholly with- 
drawn from them, but that curioGty is 
ftill anxious to know the event of the 
letter^ which we left Mr. Alfop cont- 

pofing, 
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pofiag in the twelfth chapter. It was 
indeed a very unfortunate performan<:e> 
for though written in a fair legible hand> 
and very correftly fpelt, it was fo long 
in finiihing, that before it was ready to 
prefentf Mr* Dudley had fet out for 
L.ondon. As it began with ftatingj that 
the reafon which deteroiined him to that 
mode of addrels was to avoid the jealous 
attention of her father^ the very bafis 
on which it was founded being fubverted> 
^he unhappy edi^e fell to the ground ; 
and thus thb offspring of the Loves and 
Graces was fmothered in its birth. But 
(UJl the heroick Alfop was not difcou* 
r^ed. How perfevering and indefiuti^ 
gable is love ! 

To account for the con6dence which 
fwelled his hopes^ 1 muft difelofe a fecret 
which my Betty told me ^ namely, that 
by means of Mifs Lapped the millener^ 
a fecret correfpoodence had been entered 
into between the afpiring lover and 
Mrs, Patty, Every one who has clan#- 
deftineiy addreflcd a rich heirefs knows 

that 
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that it IS of great confequer>ce to fccinxr 
the waiting-mard ; and I would not be fo 
difrefpedful to Mr. A fop's learning, as to 
hint that he was deficient in fuch ncceflary 
knowledge. Mrs. Patty's zeal to have 
her lady married was too warm to be 
very nice about the intended hu/band s 
and no fooner did Mifs Lappel tell her 
how deeply Mr. Alfop was Jmitien^ and 
how very rich he was, than Patty thought 
it might do very well. They agreed 
indeed that he was no wif, and rather Row 
m converfation $ but dien he was good- 
natured, and Pattf obferved with -a winkj 
that the Jbarpe/f men did not make the 
bed hufbands* In fines by a prudent 
difpofal of a few yards of Valenciennes 
edging, Mr. Alfop fecured an able aflift* 
ant, and Patty entertained her lady with 
encomiums upon that gentleman's great 
merit, as often as (he dared to enter upon 
the fubjcft. The trufty Abigail too, 
whenever fhe wanted a little article at 
Mifs Lappel's, took care to tell the 
happy lover> that her lady fcemed more 

and 
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and more pleafed when (he told her about 
him, and that ihe was fure ic would do in 
time. 

Relying upon ,this intelligence, and 
feeling a degree of fufpicion whether his 
old friend Target would play fair, for 
wjiich doubt, to fay truth, he had fomc 
reafon, Mr. Alfop determined to truft all 
to his own perfon and eloquence; there- 
fore, one fine hot morning in July, he 
fet out, like another Pari§, to conquer 
or die. Not, indeed, attired like the 
young Trojan, when he challenged the 
grufF, ill-behaved king of Sparta to the 
lifts of wars i>ut in clean filk ftockingsj 
aqd a new pink padufuay waiftcoat \ his 
hair loaded with powder; and the lower 
pjirt of his face fo enveloped in an enor- 
mous beau dafli, as to threaten fuffoca- 
tion. He wore a. large bouquet of 

myrtles and geraniums, whether witfa an 

• - ... 

cmblematick defign, I will not fay, and 
toffing a light rat-tan in his right hand, 
tripped nimbly over the meadow. I do 
not compare him to any ancient god, or 

modern 
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tnodem knight of chivalry^ not recollcft- 

irtg any finrilitude juft in point. As Ke 

walked along be meditaced^ and deter- 

mined to tdl Mifs Marianne^ that he 

thought her the prectieft creature in the 

world \ and that if fhe did not pity him, 

death nnuft be dbe inevitable confequence: 

when, lo! as be turned round a corner to 

^ter the court gate, fhe burft upon bis 

view-^not fitting alone in a fiiady bower 

«-not gracefully reclined upon thb turf^ 

with a book in her hand, the ennblem of 

elegant fcience; not awakening the 

tchoes with ber melodious voice i but 

pale, agitated^ difbrdered in her look and 

appearance. She bad juft alighted fronfi 

a carriage which ftood at the gate^ and 

by the affiftance of two gentlemen^ who 

feemed abibrbtd in their attention to 

their fair charge, llbwly entered the 

houfe. MV. A 1 fop's alarm banilhed from 

his mind bis intended beroicks, and he 

haftily enquired of a fervant the caufe of 

this incident— He was informed, that* 

Mift Marianne had ridden out that 

mornings 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. lot 

tnorning, and narrowljr efcaped a dreadful 
accident. Her horfe had taken fright at 
a carriage which flie met upon the road^ 
and run away with her. She had fuiB« 
cient preience of mind to keep her featt 
till a young gentleman who followed the ' 
carriage, with equal agiiitjr and dexterity 
ftopped the terrified animal, and extri* 
cated her from her periknis fituation. 
The alarm however had overpowered 
her fpirks, and ihe repeatedly fainted. 
Her prcferver placed her in the chaife 
with his father, and both of them 
humanely accompanied her home. Mr* 
Allbp judging his fuit could not com- 
mence that morning, left hfs conopli* 
ments, and after a great deal of fbrrow 
for the accident, «nd joy^ that Ibe was not 
hun^ promUed to call again the next 

Mils Dudhty met her lifter mth tendtt 
anxiety, and aflifted her to her chamber. 
As fopii e9 (he was affiired that fte ha4 

Ireoeived no real injuiy, flie left her to 
<ahn her agiiMcd fptrtt^ wd retwned to 

ihank 
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prudery^ till Marianne wte rather dif^ 
pkafed, and petcifhly anfweied, that u 
ihe was determined upon a (ingle lifei 
her error was merely chara^eriftick and 
of no confequence. She appeared, how-' 
everj next morning drefled in an unc€m«^ 
nionly elegant defhabillej and her natural 
charms were improved by the advantage 
of well- adapted J but apparently unftudied 
ornament. I would not have my readers 
from thence conclude^ that ftc was ncrt 
really difpleafed at Mifs Dudley's indit 
erect permifljon; or that her reibluiuon 
in favour of '^blefTed fin^enefs" fauitereds 
no young. lady wifiies to be. feen a '^mtttt 
figure," and a perfon may be very angry 
at their heart, and yet adora their faee 
with an enchanting fmile. 

Mr. Clermont was accompanied by 
his fifter, a girl about fourteen^, whom 
be prelented to' the ladies; as one. aeal« 
oufly delirous to obtain their &vourabte 
opinion. He interrupted Mari/anne's^ 
thanks for the afiiftaoce he fo fortunately 
gave, her^ by expreffing the tranfport he 

fck 
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felt at being able to render it. M\k Dud«* 
leydireded her attentioil to Mifs Clermont^ 
who being too young and too timid to 
join much in converfationj it was princi* 
pally fupported by hei* brother and Ma* 
rianne. Never was fuch a wonderful 
coincidence of opinion ! Both were paf« 
fionate admirers of the country; both 
loved moonlight walks, and the noife 
of diftant waterfalls; both were enchanted 
by the found of the fwect- toned harp, 
and the almoft equally fofc cadence of 
the paftoral and elegiack mufe; in fliorr, 
whatever was piflionate, elegant, and fen- 
timental in art 5 or beautiful, penfivc, 
and enchanting in nature* 

When minds are in fuch happy unilbn, 
time flies unperceived. I cannot guefs 
how long the morning call might hare 
been protrafted, had not the appearance 
of Mr. Alfop excited a different train of 
ideas. His drefs and manner were equally 
calculated to Caricature the part he meant 
to perform; and the hopes Mrs. Patty 
infpired had banifhed his natural timidity^ 

K 2 without 
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ii^ithout fubftituting any thing more va- 
luable. His whole behaviour put the 
politcnefs of the party to a fcvere reft. 
Marianne bit her lips to avoid laughing 
at his folemn enquiries refpeding the 
confeqAiences of her fright, and his af- 
furances of the pain he felt at hearing of 
it. Mr. Clermont could only anfwer 
^ith a bow, M^hcn he affumed the office 
of Ciceroni, by offering to condu<5t him 
to all the pretty places in the garden. 
Mifs Dudley's embarraffment was en- 
creafcd, by obfcrving that Mifs Clermont 
had by no means obtained a command 
over her rilible mufcles ; but fat pinching 
her fingers to prevent a loud laugh. The 
Danbury Adonis determined when he 
left home, to Jit out any company that 
might be at Stannadine ; for to fay truth 
he was tired of hot morning walks, and 
determined to carry off the prize before 
the return of her father. The Clermonts, 
therefore, were compelled to order their 
carriage, and while the ladies accompanied 
them to the door, Mifs Clermont expre fled 

a hope 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. 107 

a hope that though her mother was 'not 
then in the country, Mifs Dudleys would 
have the goodnefs to excufe her abfcnce, 
and favour them with their company 
at thr park. Louifa, fearful of offending 
her fifter's prudence, poftponed the invi- 
tation till Mr. Dudley's return, 

Mr. Alfop, who confidered this, vific 
as no good omen for him, felt his dif- 
agreeable proghofticks confirmed, by 
Louifa's returning to him with a flight 
apology for her fifter's abfence. He did 
not doubt that ihe was playing the part 
of a Duenna, and defpairing to elude 
fuch a watchful Argus, at one time rc- 
folved boldly to demand a conference 
with his charmer. But recollefting that 
it would be as prudent to try to propitiate 
her keeper, he frankly owned that he was 
very deeply in love, mentioned his income, 
and carneftly implored hen good opinion. 
He certainly knew which of the ladies 
he meant to addrefs, but being much 
agitated, and not very clear in his ex« 
preffions, he unhappily conveyed to her 

K 3 th« 



2oS A GOSSIP*S STORY. 

the arrogant hope that fhe was the objefl 
qf his purfuiti (he therefore thanked him 
for the honour he had done her, but in- 
treated him to defift from an addrefs 
which never could fucceed. Mr. Alfop 
dcfired flie would confult her fitter, re- 
fufing to take a pofitive denial till Mari- 
anne was informed of his defign. Mifj 
Dudley thought this reference extraordi- 
nary, and told him her fitter's fentimencs 
could make no change in her determina- 
tion. Mr. Alfop anfwered, (he was then 
very barbarous, and faid fomething about 
freedom, which Louilk miftaking, replied, 
liie hoped freedom of opinion wo.uld be 
permitted to herfelf. At length the lover 
grew warm, and told her he faw her de- 
igns, and was determined to overthrow 
them, and to carry his point, in fpite 
of all the oppofition fhe could make. 
Thus thpy feparated, the gentleman in 
furious indignation; and the lady won- 
dering what fteps her rcfolute fwain would 
take, to compel her to attend him to the 
altar. 
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CHAP. XVIL 

A modern lover makes bis exU^ hut mt in 
a fiyle of high beroijm. 

JNIO fooncr was Mr. Alfop gone^ 
than Mifs Dudley, impelled (I fuppofe) 
by the fpirit of envy, flew to her fitter, 
to inforoa her of the ardent paflBon fhe 
had infpircd, in a heart which Marianne 
certainly accounted her own« I cannot 
fty that the difpune feetvFeen the ladies 
was carried on Mfith as miach acrimony 
as mirth; but Gtrtaioly each heroically 
complimented the other with offers to 
reGgn the coatefted conquei):. Poor Mr. 
Alfop's affair being foon difpatched, the 
converfation turned upon the Clermonts. 
Marianne commended the fimplicity, pro* 
priety, and modeft fweetnefs of the fitter ; 
and Louifa aiked her, if Ihe was not nom 
a convert to the brother's uncommon 
beauty ? Marianne was refolutely deter- 
mined againfl: love ; but, fince there waa 

K 4 fuch 
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fuch a fimilarity of foul, intended to cul- 
tivate a platonick friendfhip with Mr. 
Clermont. I think in that heterogeneous 
con^pofitioh beauty cannot be an eflential 
quality. • I rather fuppofe, fince mind i^ 
the only ohjeft, it would fubfift in its 
fuUeft perfeftion between old Blue Beard 
and Lady Medufa. Marianne Dudley 
.probably thought the fame. She was 
fhocked to hear her fifter talk of Mr. 
Clermont as merely an handfome manj 
while Ihe took no notice of that fuperior 
virtue, that inherent excellence, that 
fublime amiability which Ihe already 
tJifcovered was congenial to his foul* 
Indeed Louifa was apt to commend only 
what was apparent, and generally referved 
her praifc of thofe iafent qualities, till their 
cxiftence was confirmfcd bytexperiencc. 
. Marianne paflTed '' the remainder of the 
day in perufing paftorals, and playing 
upon her harp. At night, after having 
taken leave of her fifter, Patty, with many 
apologies, many aiTurances that (he would 
not do fuch a thing agaia for the world, 

many 
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many proteftations that (he met hiixi 
quite by accident, and much piiy beftowed 
upon the poor gentleman, put into her 
hand a billet-doux from Mr. Alfop. Ma-*^ 
rianne at fi'^ft declined reading it, till hey 
filler was prefent 5 but being aflured by 
Patty that Mifs Dudley was not to know 
of it, ventured to break the feaL A love-- 
Tetter is generally thought rather a diffi^ 
cult performance, and perhaps I (hall be 
of ftrvice to the rifing generation of figh* 
ing fwains if I communicate a warranted 
original i 

^ MADAM, 

' As I have been certified by authentick 
^ teftimony, that the party to whom I 

* ftated my cafe is biaffcd in judgment, 

* and likely to hold back-evidence, I have 
' undertaken to plead myown caufej and' 
' though I will not be fo bold as to afk 

* a favourable verdift, depend upon re*- 

* ceiving mercy. Firft, I premifc, Ma-^ 
' dam, never was man more in love. 
« Secondly, I could bring many witnefles 
< ta fpeak to my charader. Thirdly, 

K i * 1 poffcf^ 



^iT A GOSSIP'S STORY: 

* I poflcfs the fcc-fimple of an eftatc in 

* the county of Weftmorcland, of fcven 

* hundred pounds per annum, dcvifcd 
' by my late father. Fourthly, I enjoy 

* fiv^ thoufand in the long anouitiesi by 

* virtue of the will of my aunt Margawi 
^ Al(bp, fpinfter. Now, Mad^m, judg^ 
^ if I ihould be condemned unheard. Lcc 

* the cai}(e come fpecdily to iffue, apd 

* believe me, 

* Peareft of creatures, 

« Yours till death, 
« Thomas Alsop, 

* N, B. Be pleafed to avoid naming 
this fubje(Jt to Mifs Dudley/ 

Though the humane Patty endeavoured 
to excite her lady's compaflipa for the 
miferable writer, fbe wa$ too much 
diverted ^ by the epiftle to attend (qt 
fome time to fentiments of pity. At 
Itfijgih Ih? enquired how fhe could aflift 
him, fince ftri6)iy prohibited from faying 
any thing about him to her ^fter, who 
was the petfon whofe favour ht was ip* 
licitous to obtain, Thi« queftio^ brought 

ofl 
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m M cclairciffeitlcnt ; ?atty vowing, that 

he protcfted he was in love with her 

Udy, and Marianne as pofitively afErm- 

ing that he had made propofals to Louila 

that very day. There is no arguing 

againflr fafts. Patty was forced to give 

him up as a baie perjured lover, and deeply 

moralized upon the general infidelity of 

men, to exculpate herfelf from the charge 

of credulity, in having been impofed 

upon by Mr. Alfop's pretended pafSon. 

She received a pofitive injunftion never 

to mention bis name to her miftrefs again^^ 

and to return his letter, with an intimadoil 

that his iff^rtioence ^ould receitre aa 

Other anfwer^ Patty obeyed, and peifoed 

a furious e]^i(^ei ia which £he bitcerljf 

leproached him with hafving expo&d her 

to her lady's refeotment, and ruined hi» 

own hopes by his perfidtott» behaviour* 

^^othiiig GOuW exceed the afton^nMAf 
of Mr. Alibp at this charge. Indeed 
the accufation of perfidy was extrennelf 
ui^uft, as ever fiiKe the firft encouraging 
va; beamed upon his love, he had been 

K 6 invariably 
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invariably fixed to the objeft of his pur- 
Tuit; I mean the lovely Marianne's for- 
tune. It was the objc6t of his daily 
thoughts and nightly dreamai he had 
proceeded fo far as to plar^ the future 
method of expenditure, How^hcn could 
he be falfe ? Utterly ignorant of the 
name of the lady with whoni he was 
charged with infidelity, he could only 
exclaim with Shakefpcar's Hero, 

*< That my accufers know who have condemned me.'' 

« * 

In this agony he flew to receive the foft 
lenitives which friendfhip affords; but 
Captain Target thought proper to apply 
only corrofives to the wound.*' In pretty 
plain terms he called hmi a blundering 
foo], ornamenting his difcburfe with thofe 
flowers of rhctorick, which, though the 
repetition of them would be judged dif^ 
graceful to a female pen, are certainly 
cfteemed by the gentlemen who ufe them 
as the very quintcffencc of wit, and the 
criterion of maaly fenfe* He at length 

fduCf 
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reluftantly coh&nted to go to Stannadine^ 
and endeavour to difcover what this 
heinous offence was. Indeed he was not 
in reality forry at his friend's mifcarriagei 
having only made ufe of him as a (kilful 
general does his raw, undifciplined troops^ 
to difcover the flrengch of the enemy 
previous to his arranging the grand 
attack ; firmly perfuadcd that by a few 
of thofe (kilful manoeuvres albwable in 
love as well as war> he could at any time 
divert the laurel from Alfop's brows to 
his own. 

But if that hope had ever been well 
founded, '< the golden glorious opportu- 
oity" was lofl:. Mifs Marianne, dazzled 
by the attradtive beams of friendfhip^ 
not only refufed to look at love, but con- 
fidered it as a falfe fire, and the fource of 
all female wretchednefs. 

Captain Target had the penetration 
to perceive this, and after joining in a 
hearty laugh at his friend's miftake, pru«»* 

dently avoided difcovering his own atudw 

mentj 
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mcnt { whtch would iodted htrt banifhed 
him from the eojoynnent of Mr* Dudky^ 
hofpitalicy^ for , which he cttteruioed it 
paoft j^rifowtd regard* 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Variety^ an antidote to fatUiy. 

JLOUISA informed her father of 
the events which bad happened in bis 
abfence^ and (bon received from him the 
folio wifig an^er r 

* TO MI&S DUDLEY^ 

. * The playfvl viractty with which mf 
dear girl relates Alfop^s odd adventure, 
would lightien my bofbm of many of its 
carcSj were I not afiijred that your filial 
delicacy would induce you to amceal 
the affli£lion that rived your heart, ami 
pretend to cheerfulne£i in the mqment 
of a^nyft left you (bould reproacb 
a coafcience dee^dy wouodo^ I will- 
not homcvar inereafc my real ibr/ows 
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by imaginary ones, but will foppofethat 
I have not made my Louifa wretched* 
« I rejoice from my very foul at Mari- 
anne's efcape: I will cercaioly wait upon 
Lord Ckrnfioai:, to ei^prefs my grttltude 
to him and his foo» immediately upoit 
my returd. The intinwcy he requefts 
will, I fear, be incompatible with the 
plana we muft too probably adopt. You 
tell me, unle6 a filler's partiality 
deceive* you, Mr. Clermont looks on 
Marianne with more than admiratioii. 
I fcarce wi(h her to nciake a conqueft of 
(oyoung a lover. 

^ You exprefs a dcflire to hear of my 
own affairs. The only pleafant circmn« 
fiances which have happened to me, have 
been owing to an accidental noeeting 
with Mr. Pelham. As my connexions with 
Tonnereau muft be divulged^ I did not 
conceal from bim the unpleafant motive 
of my journey. I am unable, Louifa, 
to exprefs the manner in which this 
moft ocelknt young maa has endea^: 

I voured 
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* vourcd to confolc me. He pofitivcry 

* infifted that I (hould remove from the 
^ lodgings I had taken, and accept of an 
' apartment in his houfe. He behaves to 

* me with yet fuperior cfteem and refpeft^ 

* than when he was at Stannadine folicit- 

* ing your lifter's hand. Oh, that fhc 
^ had viewed him with approbation ! we 

* then Ihould have enjoyed the comforts 

* of proteftion, without feeling the mife- 
< ries of dependance. But let us not 

* repine : the events of life are guided by 

* a wife dire(9or, who often extrafts reat 
' good out of feeming evik 

* Mr. Pelham has frequently mefe- 

* tioned you. He tcHs me Sir William 
^ Milton's attachment to you is more 
'violent than ever, and that he is as 

* wretched as pride, difappointment, and 

* fclf-reproach can make him. I find he 
^ has not been quite fo criminal as we' 

* conceived. The Mortons, ifay love,* 
' are artful women : the daughter, who is 
5 uncommonly bMUtifuJj was. educated 

* fiar 
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* for the infamous purpofe of attrafting 
' the notice of fome man of fortune. She 

* loft her chara6tcr before (he went to 
« India, where^ Mr. Pelham fays, flic laid 

* fuch fnares, as his coufin's prudence 
« was unable to refift. You will be 
« aftonifhed, but during the three years 

* (he lived with him, (he made his lofty 
^ fpirit fubmit to what flic plcafed to 

* propofc. ' Mr-w Pelham owns that flie 

* was at length left without any provifion, 
' but this was not wholly her paramour** 
' fault, as at their quarrelling flic ftub* 
^ borniy rcfufc^l to accept of any. No^ 

* thing was done for the children : this 

* Mr, Pelham fcvcrcly reprobates ; and I 

* find has at length perfuaded Sir William 
' to fettle one hundred a- year upon each 
^of them. 

* Lady Milton's health is rapidly de- 

* dining. From the high charader ftie 
' had heardj)f you, flic perfuaded hcrfelf 
' you would foften thofe afperities in her 
^ fon's manner, which even a partial 
' mother could not avoid perceiving. 

« Mr. 
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* Mr. Pelham is fo perfiiaded that yow 
' are necefldry to Sir William's happineft, 

* that he wifticd me to fay whether I 

* thought it pofliblc you could forgive the 

* paft, if his future conduft ibould 

* appear to defcrve your efteem. I would 

* not encourage fuch a diftane cipeda- 

* tion, or bind xny Louift to ao inppro* 

* bable contingcnce. 

• It (s a ^leafore to fee my amiable hoft 
■ in his own family : the regularity of 

* his houfehold, the cheerful refpcil of his 

* fervants. He mingles in the world, bui 
" :^c: liiCina^ ty m {^cilures. Kts 

' Other's fifter lives with bim j flie does 

* not feem remarkaible eidicr for her 

* virtues ot abilities; and I can perceivt 

* her temper is fomewhai iiyored by the 

* infirmities of age : yet Mr. Pclbatn 

* contrivcs'to make everyone as attentive 

* to her as himfclf, and thus gives her an 

* importance flie would net othcrwife 
t /r.,j^_ jjjg behaviour proceeds from 

itude; for Qae nurfed him when an 
It in a very dangerous illnefs j and it 
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' IS principally owing to her care that his 

* life was prolonged. I live, my dear, 

* in times when I hear rtiuch about pub- 
' lick virtue. Thofe adions of ^ vMn's 

* life which are exhibited upon the theatre 

* of the world are always of doubtful 
« origin. Ambition and avarice^may in 

* reality claim what appears to proceed 
' from patriotifm and benevolence ; but 
« the retired virtues of domcftick life 
« are fure indications of that excellence ef 

* heart, and rcftitude of intention, which 
' the author of all good promifes to 

* reward. 

iViit A Vfuaui isv^rvA AAcnti{3d jrvrwi i«i«.vri 

^ in this he is equally generous and deli* 

* cate. He knows how much my heart 
^ feconded his wiflxes, and kindly avoids 

* a fubjed which could only give me pain. 

* His aftive friendfliip has difcovered a 

* gleam of hope, which perhaps like 

* many former ones will only end in 

* deeper difappointment. An uncle of 

* Mr. Tonnercau's, who died in Holland, 

* bequeathed him an immcnfe eftatc. 

•This 
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* This was fuppofed to be placed beyond 

* the reach of our Englifli laws; but an 

* eminent counfcllor, whofe opinion, un- 

* known to me, Mr. Pelham has obtained, 

4 

* ftatcs, ' that he conceives it may be 

* amenable to his debts j and I am advifed, 

* as being the principal creditor, to at» 

* tempt the recovery of it. My generous 

* friend offers me every afliftance, and I 

* fhall (lay fome time longer in London 

* to hear further particulars. 

* I will write to Marianne by this poft. 
« She is a truly amiable child, and my 

< afFedlions are equally divided between 

* my daughters ; but the peculiar circum* 

< ftances of my prefent fituation forbid 

* me to difclofe to her my whole heart. 

* My Louifa has long had a prefcriptivc 
« right to the confidence of her 

* Affectionate father, 

* Richard Dudley.' 

Such an epiftle could not but give 
delight to a heart in which the flame of 
filial piety glowed with pureft luftre: 

but 
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but perhaps it was not wholly afcribable 
to. that amiable quality^ that Louifa, after 
prefling the letter to her lips, depofited it 
in her bofom, repeating at the fame 
time her father's words, " that the author 
of all good would certainly reward the 
virtues of Mr. Pelham." 

As Mr. Dudley's letter to Marianne 
is not efTencial to my defign, I ihall omit 
it. That young lady's apprehenfions 
refpedling her father's embarraffments 
had been confiderably relieved, by the 
cvafive anfwers of her filter j whofe uni- 
form cheerfulnefs, joined to the obferv- 
ation that the family arrangement was 
conduded in its ufual liberal way, at 
length entirely removed the fufpicion, 
Mrs. Patty too, who to ferve a particular 
purpofe had been the caufe of exciting 
her alarm, perceiving that it did not ; 
take the right efFcdt,^ took care to make 
Thomas unfay every hint, to the difad- '. 
vantage of his matter's fortune. 
I Marianne was now therefore tolerably ' 
\ eafy j lUc never permitted herfelf to be 

more. 
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nior^. Always diflatisfied with the pre- 
fcnt, regretting the paft> and anticipating 
thei future, (he became peculiarly inge- 
nious in the art of fclf- tormenting. Her 
friendftiipfor Mr. Qermont (though only 
friendfhip) was of fuch an apprchenfivc 
kind, that it could not promote the 
tranquillity of the bofom in which it was 
cherilhed. It was fo peculiarly fufceptible, 
that> notwithftanding his frequent vifits 
and marked attentions, it continually fug- 
gefted the idea that fhe was not fo amiable 
in his eye, as he was in her's. Thefc 
reflexions did not excite any alarm rc- 
Ipefting the ftate of her heart ; was it not 
foFtified by refolutions agaiflft lovef? 
Bdides, Ihe recollefted that in the begin- 
ning of their attachment (he felt the fame 
doubts rcfpefting the fincerity of her dear 
Eliza Milton. 

The bar which had fubfifted to prevent 
her confidential corrcfpondence with that 
lady, during the period of Mr. Pelham's 
vifits, being removed^ Mils Milton had 

written her a moft afFcftionatc q^iftte; 

in 
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■ * 

lyrMthy though (lie lameilted that the 
11 fiiccefs of her brother and coudn 
lad prevented the faitiily connexion fo 
mich defirad from taking place/ (he 
)brervred a bond ftill fubGftcd, more 
facred, more indiflbluble than any other. 
She floorkhed a little upon the word 
fricndftiip, and then dcfired her deareft 
Mariaan^to remember its hallowed claims. 
This produced a very difFufe reply, in 
which fuch reafons were given for Mr. 
Pclham's difmiffion, as entirely fatisfied 
the fair confident, who declared that her 
friend had aded with her ufual greatnefs 
of foul, in rejefting a man whom (how- 
ever unexceptionable) Ihe could not love* 

Marianne had now au additional em- . 
payment, bcfides playing upon her harp, 
I reading paftoral poetry, walking in the 
Woods by moonlight, and liftening to 
diftant waterfalls. She kept a journal 
[of the events of the day, and every morn- 
ig difpatched two flieets of paper, 
:lofely written, to her beloved Eliza. 
If any fceptical critick fhould cenfure this 

as 
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as a violation of probability, obferving 
chat a lady leading a retired country life 
could not find matter for fuch voluminous 
details, I (hall pity his ignorance, and 
refer him to the produflions of many of 
my contemporaries^ where be may be 
convinced, that fentiment is to the full 
as du6lile as gold, and when beaten thin 
will cover as incalculable an extent of 
furface* 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



yih. important incident y announced in prettj 

language. 

-But while the fair Nymph thus- 
continued to hang her virgin offerings on 
the (hrine of friendfhip, Mr. Clerinonc 
acknowledged himfelf fubdued by the 
irrefiftible force of a fuperior divinity* 
His heart was naturally fufceptible of the* 
power of beauty, and his youthful imagi-- 
nation, unreftrained by experience, and 
unfubdued by tioie, annexed to the lovely/ 
form of Marianne Dudley, everyv ide'a^ 
of ^ perfect, fair,, and good^' all the 
images o£ excellence that 
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w Fable ever feif n'd, 
•* Or youthful poets fancy when they love.**' 

He perceived through the clear tranf- 
parency of her exquifitc cornplexion^ 
a mind unclouded by any (bade of error^ 
and radiated by all the fplend^ of grace 
and virtue : and in the dimming luftre 
of her azure eyes' he not inaccurately 
read the foft emotions of a melting ibuL 
Did ten thoufand worlds prefent equ^ 
attractions to that of calling iuch an 
aogel his ? I am confident every lover 
vadtr twenty will anfwer— n6% 

To accelerate the conqueft of bis heart, 
love was increafed by difficulty. Her 
lejeftion of Mr. Pelbam was a convincing 
proof that Out was not eafily won -, and 
though the (mite y^hich beamed in b(r 
lavfly.face at bis appcoacb,. toight have 

told him he was a welcome gwft^ he h^ 
top high an idea of bet pcf feSions^ tO! 
iiipppofe they would be the reward of hit 
vows. But ibould the goddeis be pro* 
pitious^ might ma parental autk(»rity 

inter- 
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interfere? This, though a probaUe^, 
was only a fecondary terror y for fuppofing. 
himfclf blcflTcd with her favour, he felt 
difpofed to brave the frowas of forCuQ^ 
and of fate. 

Mifs Dudley had declined anjr fomily* 
ioficrcoutfe till h^r fathtr'3 re^ina^f Im^ 
Mr. Cleroiont always fo^nd qixufes fot 
another cali. Soimtime^ he ^ppKi^bdect 
poe of the ladiei had a flight 9oldi and 
then civility required that he fhould maktt 
enquiries after her health. Agaio> Mari^ 
^ane exprefled a wiOi that £he cauld §et 
a C^ary-bird, and (he; attentive lavetf 
had it in hi$ power toprelent her ii^itb 
a charming little ibngtter^ another day^ 
file was hardly miftrefs of; a fa,vourit(^ 
piece of aiufi,ck, at«i Mr. Clcrownt waa^ 
Co h?ippy in his manner of teachings that; 
flie learnt much niore fronts bisr inib'UC<« 
tions than the le0bns of her mafter^ 
Then on ilarting ^ Uc^rary topiclc^, fiie 
h^ not read aa author wbjcliLhe cqna^ 
n^dfdt and fortunately having t^% booje 
at hwpe^hc iofifted ujpqft bringing ijf^ 

A^d next 
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next day. Thus ever rcftlcfs but when 
in her company> he repeated his vifits, 
gazed upon her charms, magnified her 
perfeftions, and drained, even to its dreg^> 
the intoxicating cup of Idve* 

Such an admirer, or to fpeak with more 
precifion- an adorer, was too much adapted 
to Marianne'^ tafte to be viewed with 
real indifference. But the pafljon, which 
jn Mr. Clermont's heart flamed with 
ardour^ and (poke with animation ; in: 
the fofter character of Marianne afllrmcd 
the form of .gentle melancholy. Louifa 
perceived with pain the change m her 
fiflier's manner, and eaftly divined the 
caufe. The behaviour of Mr. Clermont 
was toa marked to allow her to doubt of 
his fcntimentsj. yet (he prudently wifticd 
that her filler might not beftow her wboU 
heart, tilT certain that no obftacles would 
arife to make her regret its lofs. 

The frequent vifits of Mr. Clermont 
during her father's abfenccj gave Mife 
Dudley the more concern, as fhe knew 
fiOt how to dtcliae them. She endea-^ 

voured 
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vourcd to engage her GfVer in (bciety, 
but Marianne's reluAance to quit her be- 
loved folitude was invrncible. At laftr, 
flie fucceedcd fo far as to prevail upon her 
to take a tour, for a few days, amonjgft 
the beautiful fcenery with which they were 
furrounded; but hardly had they pro« 
cecdcd to the end ef the firft ftage, when- 
Mr. Clermont and Ws fifter overtook 
them, who, as he thought, very fortu- 
nately, had juft fet out upon exaftly the 
£ime route. How was Loutfa to efcape 
diis new embarraflment ? Even ihtfrudenP 
Marianne thought they could not decline 
his propofal of joining their party,* with- * 
out evident rudenefs* ^ 

As no vigilance could now guard 
%ain(t repeated interviews. Mils IKidley^ 
fe)t herfclf obliged to connnit her fifter 
to the guard of her own circuni?fpe6lion». 
frequent converfations amongft the de-^ 
lightful obje^s which nature prefepted- 
to< their view, fo forcifa^yi incneafed Mr.. 
'^ Clermont's enthufiafm, that he no longer 
brooked the reftraint of filence. Her 

feized. 
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feized an opportunity of addrefling 
bis charmer^ as he was condu£bing 
her along a woodland dell^ at a little 
diftance from the reft of the party. With 
all the glowing colouring of romantick 
tenderoefsy with aU the iaipaflioned elo- 
quence of youthful itnpetuofity, he con}-* 
tnunicated the fecret of his heart. His 
Uulhing maftrcfs lifteoed in fileot confu- 
fion^ her coniplaceocy at feeing her own 
idea of a lover realized^ was abated only 
by recolleAing, that flie '^ was fwora 
never to chink of tove.'* Being prefied 
for an anfwer, (ke with ibme hefiution 
mentioQed her determined preference of a 
fmgle life; but intermixed this declaracton- 
with fb much cfteem for Mr. Clerm^^ot, 
and fo much pity for hb mifery^ chat 
chough fhe doubdefs int^pded to blaft aU 
his hopes> (he did not afhiaUy reduce hinv 
to defpaic. He implortd her forg^ve^^ 
nefs: it was readily granted^ he th^ft* 
intreaced he might prefervo the cender 
regard, the encbaotiog confidence wtcE 
which he had bcca favoured. To thi» 

the 
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the lady aflented, on condition of his never 
naming the word love ^ he in reply pro- 
mifed to confine his unhappy paflTion if 
poffible to his own bofom, and tbus the 
quondam lovers becaoie oftcnfible friends* 
The reft of the tour was extrenicly 
agreeable to both parties* Marianne's 
fpirits^ which probably had fufFcred by 
too dofe confinement, received confider- 
able benefit from the excurfion. The 
change was fa vifible to Louifa, that (he 
could not avoid rallying her fifter upoa 
the caufe of this fudden alteration^ 
Marianne's heart w^ formed for con^ 
^dence, and (he readily informed Louifa 
of the circumftance of Mr. Clermont's 
addre0^s> and her total rej.edion% Mi(s 
Dudley did not appear to think the denial 
iuite fo peremptory a« Marianne intended 
it (hould prov^ and that opinion (eemed 
confirmed by me vivacity of the rejedted 
fcver. ; Perplexjftl at this foggeftion,, 
Marianne deteraiined to appeal to, her 
Eliza MUtoa,. who was ac^ ei^cellent cafg^ 
k all points of love and hoaour^ Oathe 

evening: 
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evening ftc rerurncd home, (he retired 
early from fuppcr, in order to writp down 
the whole particulars. But the affeding. 
fight which (he faw on entering her drefT- 
ing room, incapacitated hef for ufing her 
pen*. It was no other than the little 
canary-bird, her favourite pet, lifelefs at 
the bottom of its cage, aadinfenfible to 
the carefles of its weeping miftrefs. I do 
not inGnuate that Marianne's regret was 
increafed by any afibcia'tio'n of ideas i fhe 
was paiHonately fond of all kinds of birds» 
and certainly did not prize this the nriore} 
from having been the prefent of iaLrejeSed 
lover* The accident however afforded 
Mr*' Clermont a frefli opportunity of 
urging his fuit, for afluming the charader 
of the dead warbler^ he prefented Mari'^ 
aaiie with the verfes following : 

SONNET^ 

OK THE DEATH OF A CANARY-BIRD. 

Far from the fanny ide, and vine-hung grove,. 

My native foil, to firitsun's temp'rate iky 

I came, to learn the tale of hopelefs lorei 

Toxhaant iu woea to DdUa* ancLto die. 

Oft 
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OA £ball the penfive maid tkofe notes recall^ 

Whofe varied melody did once engage^ 
And oft the tear of kind regret fhall fall» 

As fad, (he gazes on my vacant cage. 
Yet, gentle mourneryinot thy tears or fighsy , 

Can life's extinguiOiM taper re-illume ;. 
And when for thee defpairing Strephon dies^ 

Thy angel pity cannot break his tomb : 
Yet now fuch pow'r is lodg'd in thy foft eyes. 

One tenderglance would clear the morbid glooQU 

Marianne difcovcred in this compofr- 
tion a charm infinitely fuperior to that o( 
a mere well-turned conipliment> and 
cenfurcd Louifa^s commendation of the 
poccry, as by no means fufficiently ani- 
mated. Mrs; Patty, who happened to be 
prcfent when the fubjeft was difcuflcd 
between the lifters, joined in the conver- 
Jation^ and did not, by any means> ^< damn 
with faint praife.** She had nowcontr- 
menced as warm an advocate for Mr. 
Clermont, as (he^had been for his^prede- 
ceChrs Peibam and Alfop^ not from the 
mercenary motives which induced her ta 
plead for the latter gentleman, but fronts 

the^ 
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the natural aifedtion which (he bore ta 
handfomc people. Though ' her lady 
feldom interrupted her when Mr. Cler- 
mont was her theme; ftill fhe fo con-^ 
ftanily perfifted in her determination of 
" withering upon the virgin thorn," that 
Patty began to apprehend fomc ferious 
difafter muft befal her, as a judgment 
upon her obftinacy : either that fhe would 
be metamorpbo^bd into a rock of marble, 
Or fetched away by the ghoft of ibmc 
}over> who had died in dcfpatr^ Re£>lved 
therefore, by giving fair warnang, to 
difcharge her own duty, fhe conftantlf 
entertained her lady during her hours of 
attendance^ with the dreadful confe^uencei 
of female drfdain, beginnlog with Bateoi^ 
bang^/ig bimfelf for love, and finding will) 
the crueky oi Barbiura Aileo» 



CHAFr 
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CHAP. XX. 

jin example ofpolified benevolence furnijbes 
a Jirong argument agoing melancbolj 
difcontent. 

VV HILE the wavering balance of 
female refolucion concioued fufpended^. 
be/ore Mrs. Patcy'fr eloquence, or fomc 
tveightier motive made the nqdding fcalc 
preponderate in Mr. Clermonl's favourj. 

Mr. Dudley returned home. His arrival 

• 

relieved Louifa fronn much anxiety for his 
health, and peace of mind, and many 
)(>prehenfiqn8 for her fifter'$ Suture tTvan-^ 
quilUty^ as (he w^a now certayi .0/ the 
aMance of an at^le adviier. Mr. Pu4^ 
ley's account of his own a&irs was more 
and more dtftrefliog^ The limitationa 
under which the eftate had been be« 
queathed to Mr* Tonnereau, did not upon 
further examination appear to be fur- 
Countable; and even government had 
given up all hopes of the fafety of the 

Leeward 
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Leeward Ifland fleet : the uoderwricer toa> 
who ^had enlbred the (hip in which Mr. 
Dudley's property was embarked, de* 
dared hirpfelf reduced by repeated loflSe^, 
to a ftate of infolvency. Yet thotigh 
expofed to the preiTure of fb many various 
misfortunes, Louifa with delight per- 
ceived that her father's mind had loft 
much of that gloomy defpondency, which 
deprefled it when he left Stan nadine,, and 
which had appeared to his excellent 
daughter a feverer misfortune, than the 
IoIb of that wealth (he had been accuf- 
tomed to enjoy. 

Mr. Dxidtey accounted for the change. 
*' Perhaps, my love," faid he, «* of all 
the evils attendant on poverty, none 
are more to be lamented than the 
querulous humour it excites, even^ in 
liberal and benevolent minds. People 
in unhappy circumftances are not only 
apt to view the comforts they are 
forced to relinquilh, with repining regret, 
almoft^ approaching to envy 5 they too 
oftien confider the fona of affluence, aa 

enjoying. 
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enjoying their calamities, making thenot 
die Xubje<5t of illiberal mirth^ and look- 
ing down with contempt v upon the 
children of adverlity. The real afflic<» 
dons incident to penury^ are lefs ha* 
raffing to our fortitude^ than the fuppo- 
Ccion of our b^ing infulted by 

** The proud man't contumeTf, 
'* The infoleoce of oifice« and the fpurDS, 
*< Which patient merit of th' unworthy takes* 

'^ Bad as the world is, I believe this 
happens lefs frequendy than the un- 
happy fuppofei - and doubtlefs it is 
their duty to avoid indulging thefe 
painful fenfibilities s but they are fb 
congenial to a refledting independent 
mind ftruggling with diftrefs, and are 
fo ftrengthened by the general opinion 
of mankind^ and the opinions not onljr 
of poets, but of moral writers and 
divines; that it is almoft impoflible for 
a perlbn to feel pecuniary difficulties, 
without fuj^fing themfelves t^i>e ill- 
ufed and forfaked. It was with thefe 

fentiments 
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fendtnents I left youj and though riot 

ififenfiUe to negled myfelfj I anticipated 

k with greater terror^ as I imagined it 

would fall with ten-fold violence upoa 

yoii; who have been accuftomed to be 

welcomed with delight^ heard with atten- 

cion,*" and anfwercd with relpcft. *Mr. 

Pelham, my dear, has made me open my 

eyes to a brighter profpeft ; and though 

few^ like this excellent young man^ mea- 

fufc their conduft toihe unfortunate by that 

<livine benevolence, which regards the keen 

fufdeptlbility of mifery, iriftead of the cold 

rlilcs of civility, — thbugh few, I fay, like 

hhii divert by thctr kind ' attentions the 

rccolleftion of that diftrefe, which the yet 

iinfubdiied fpirit of indepehdcocef vi^H not 

pertnh their forttini to relieve'; yict ftill* 

Eouila, there art many generdus mJ/ids ifl 

the" wbfWi and miieh of the nfcglcA 

cff* Which HEiflKdidMticimifykins is caftmi and' 

accidemah May yoa, itiy^dear, oonfideif 

it as fueh ! Of rather m^ you nicel with 

a-Felhim,* tO'raffeyob aboVc the toriMnt 

of thtftf tefledfivns'f* . 



'1 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. ij 

Mr» Dudley's conclufion was more 
AffeiCting to Louifa than he intended* 
She wi^uld have repeated liis energedck 
wiQi, but jecolle£ting herielf> determined 
to think of this niolt amiable man^ only 
-s the friend and comforter of her father. 

Mr. Dudley's; intention of paying a'rc» 

i^&ful vifit of thanks to Lord Clermont^ 

was prevented by that nobleman's aiTiduous 

policenefs; for he waited upon him the 

morning after his return^ and prefented 

his foa to him> as one whofe faigheft am* 

bition was to obtain his approbation; 

Lord Clermont exprefied his wilh for aa 

intimacy between i!he families^ with a 

warmth which neither admitted of denial 

nor evaGon ; and plainly ihewed that 

^ore than a neighbourly int^rcourfe was 

defired. Mr. Clermont's' behayiomr 

afforded a forther explartaiioDi . and 

though the delicacy infeparable front 

^mkle atcacbinem prevented' Mmahne 

ftom> making any intentional <}ilcoveff 

ofhferifetttiments; yefe*h* btefh of plea-^ 

kkt' whfeh lij^faft^^ u)p Mtv- twt^t he» 

at lover's 
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4ovtr's approach^ and the peivfive abfence 
of mind which followed his departure, 
tndmaced a preference which the difcern- 
ing father hardly felt inclined to limit 
|o the name of friendlhip. 

Lord Cleraiont did not long pcrmt 
Mr. Dudley to found his opinion upon 
fufpicion only; he avowed his fon's 
attachment, and his warm approbation 
of his choice, in terms which fecmcd to 
indicate an appreh^Mi^n that difficulties 
would be ftarted on Mr, Dudley's fide. 
What then was his aftoni&ment when 
that gentleman declared, that his daughter 
was an abfolute miftrefs. of her pcrfon 
and fortune, and that if fhe inclined to 
favour Mr. Clermont, the paternal fanftiott 
would be chcarfiilly bcftowed ? But in 
order to account for his X-ordlbip's f^^' 

• 

prife, I mufr ftatc fomc' circumftanccs m 

his hiftory and chara£ter. 

Lord Clermont then, was one of tbofc 

who imagine they arc thoroughly ^<^* 

quainted with human life, from having 

(Ofitcmplated it oa the dark fide. , D||^ 
_ . jippoinlW 
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appointed in his expedacions of perfer* 
nrienc at courts he retired into the country, 
ivith fonnewhat of a faturnine caft of cha- 
racter ; the afperity of which was not 
fofcened by the enjoynnent, of domeftick 
happinefs. His union with Lady Cler- 
mont was eflFeSed by intereflied motives, 
and as the badnefs of her temper, and 
the inferiority of her whole charader, 
was a perpetual fource of diiquiet, he 
attributed his infelicity to his own folly, 
in marrying a woman whom he beheld f 
v^ith indifference; erroneouily fuppofing 
that if he had really loved her, her failings 
would have given him lefs pain. This 
predilection in favour of love-matches> 
Urongly warring with his ruling paflaon, 
avarice, induced him to look forward 
with apprehenfion, to the period of his 
children arriving at maturity; for be 
fiippofed it improbable, that Cupid and 
Plutus could agree in their choice, and 
each of thefe deities feemed in his eye of 
equal importance. To prevent his chil- 
dren therefore from falling in love, he - 
VOL. \u % educated 



yd A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

educated them with drift fe verity, and 
railed at the pafHon with increafing vio- 
lence, till his accidental interview with 
"M^ariannc Dudley, and bis fon's vifiWc 
actachtnent to her> rclreved fais painful 
apprehcnfions, and changed hisinvediws 
into cncomiurtw. Habitual fevcrity pre- 
yentcd him from owtiing to Mr. ClernKmt 
tbc fatisfaftion 'he felt ; but the young 
lover's impatience to lead his cbarnwr 
to the altar, wa^ hartJIy more videwtthan 
his father's deftre efitftualty 'to ftcurc 
him from the poffibillty of being attached 
to feme beautiful beggar, or of facrificin^ 
his future comforts at the (brine of un- 
amiable riches. 

The unfounded rumour refpeJlii^ Mr. 
Dudley's intentions of riftraTning Mari^ 
anne from marrying, had reached the 
Parki and Lord Clermont confidercd 
it as too probable to want authenticity. 
He efteemed it a very fortunate circum- 
fiance, that his Ton's acquaintance with 
the ladies had commenced during the 
father's abfence -, and idftcad of tdftrain- 

8 ing, 
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ing, encouraged his frequent vifits to 
Stannadine, in order that he might fecurc 
the affeftions of Marianne, before any 
oppoficiofl could be ftarted. His obfcrir- 
atioDs on her behaviour convinced him 
that his plan had fo far fuccee^e^d^ aQ4 
he conBdered the complicDeiit he paid liier 
father in afking his aflcnt, to be.mccelf 
a Hep to bring the affair to a crifis.. . That 
affeat, given with no other rteftriSioii 
than Hi^bat hi^ ch^ild's happtnefs ifiemeci 
to dea^nd, ^ aCfcQniChfKi his. I^ordihip ; but 
an adept io fhe^ w^yt (f.ii^e:wftri(lyif^ljoM 
afcfibe.^ay a<ai<fii^o jhe priAcipie of diP 
int^reft^d. virtue,, lyhich is capable pf beiqg 
refi^rr^d tp Qonfpcnmate hypojrify, 

-^.cu^d.Qermont, on hi^ jcturn to the 
Pstfky fcvt for hjs fon to iiis clo£;t« 
The poiift^ed ur!;)aDity of manners, which 
diftjtaguiihed tbiib . nohlecnan in company, 
did nt>t er^er ii^io his domeftick arrar^*- 
XDents^ and Mr« Ckrmont with relu&ant 
fteps obeyed the fummons of a father, 
who, : except in. permitting his viGts tci 
Ssaiunadine^ had ^ways appeared to com- 
• B 2 bat 
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bat his wiihes ; and who never called him 
to a private conference, but only to give 
him a pointed reproof. Even now that 
he had the moft tranfporting tidings to 
communicate, he could not refolve to 
do it in a gracious manner. *' Edward/' 
foid he, in a ftern voice, " I wifh^ to 
know if you have fo far forgotten your 
duty as to engage your afitdions to 
Mi(s Marianne Dudley, without previoufly 
obcainiog ffipr permifijon.'^ " Confcious of 
the error, which he knew not how to 
vindicate, and could not difbwn, Mr. 
Clermont was filent. *« I perceive,'* re- 
lumed his Lordihip, *^ that my Aifpicions 
are juft; I fuppofe. Sir, I have not 
deferved your confidence. I am an un- 
natural father, am I not V The poor 
youth, fuppofing the* next ientence would 
contain a peremptory mandate to banifh 
kim from one on whom his life depended, 
and againft whom no reafonable objeAkm 
could be urged, could not give a negative 
reply to his father's interrogatories, and 
remained dumb with terror and confulion* 

After 
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After his Lordlhip had thus gratified 
himrdf by the indulgence of parental 
power 5 he thought proper gracioufly to 
fjrgJNre him, and after flightly mentioning 

Marianne's inferior rank, expreflfcd his- 
willingnefs to overlook that objeftion 
in confequencc of her merit, and his 
dcfire to cnfure his fon's happtnefs. He 
then related what had palled between him. 
and Mr. Dudley, and clanged the acknow- 
kdgmcnt which duty and gratitude muft 
excite, in return for foch conGderate good* 
nefs, Mr» Clermont in a cranfport of 
joy flung himfelf at his father's feet, and 
acknowledged that he, had made him the 
bappieft of men; and hisLord(hip, while 
he raifed him and held him to his heart, 
experienced for perhaps the frft time in 
his life the real bleffing of being a father. 
Nothing now remained but to gain the 
approbation of Lady Clermont,, and to 
prevail upon the lovely maid to fandlion 
their hopes. The former, my Lord was 
too much of a fafhionable hufhand to 
.confider as of much importance i and 

B 3 the 
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the latter he was inchned to hope would 
not prove an Herculean labour. 

CHAP. XXI. 

A fair Vlatonift is comfelled to marry ^ as 
a lefs hazardous expedient ^ than ref.nini 
the opinions of an illiberal age. 

The lover's tafk of propitiating his 
Goddefs was rendered lefs difficult by 
Mr. Dudley; who, immediately upon the 
departure of Lord Clermont, inforntied 
his daughter of the purport of that noble- 
man's vifit, and requefted her decifion, 

Marianne, with blufhes as animated 
and as beautiful as thofe of the morning, 
cxpreffed a lively fenfe of Mr. Clermont's 
merits; but though (he felt for him a 
lender friendlhip* and a warm efteemj 
Ihe fcarcc fuppofed her regard amounted 
to love, a paffion of which Ihe believed 
her heart never would be fufceptible. 

Mr. Dudley, who thought otherwife, 
replied, " Where, my dear, did you learn 

your 
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your opinion of love ? If neither warni 
cfteem nor tender friendftiip expreffes 
the fentiments it infpires, by what other 
words can you define them ?" 

Marianne, a little piqued at having her 
knowledge of a fcience, in which (he 
believed herfelf an adept, called in 
queftion, anfwered, that if fhc was con- 
vinced it would promote Mr. Clermont's 
happincfs, fhe could chearfully refign hitx), 
to another. 

** You only tell me, my dear, that 
you are not fclfifh, mean, and illiberal j 
qualities of which I Bevcr fuppofcd you 
capable." 

The young lady perceiving that fhe 
had confiderably the difad vantage in the 
argument, begged her father to give her 
if is opinioo of her lover. 

Tenderly prefling her hand, " I am 
QCrtain," faid he, *« my dear child is not. 
one of thofc who difcovcr irrcfiftiblc 
attract ions in the fplcndor of a coroner^ 
or the poiTeflloii of immenfe wcajth. I 
therefore will not confider that Mr, Clcr- 

B 4 mont's 
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months pretcnHons are by thofe advan- 
tages rendered irrefiftible. He appears 
to be an intelligent, agreeable young 
maDi of a frank, candid difpofition ; and 
I am infornned is irreproachable in his 
morals. As a lover, 1 prefume, he muft 
be as much of an Amadis de Gaul, as 
modern manners will permit, and there- 
fore certainly adapted to your tafte in 
that particular/' 
' Marianne fmiled. " You are fcvcrc 

a 

upon me. Sir, but is this all you have 
obferved of him ?'* 

" I could fay,'* refumcd Mr. Dudley, 
" that his charafler is not yet completely 
formed. He has been educated in retire- 
ment, under the eye of (if the world 
fays right) a (lern father* Such a fituation, 
fo fecurc from every temptation to do 
wrong, and precluded from the poflibi- 
lity of adling and judging for himfelf^ 
obliges me to confidcr ' Mr. Clermont's 
future conduft to be rather a matter of 
opinion9 than admitting of a pofitive con- 
dufion. He' is extremely young, lively, 

and 
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and pofieflcd of ftrong^ paflions ; for fuch 
an one the world will fpread many fnares^ 
from which I (incerely hope his attach- 
ment to you may prefcrve him. Our 
fex^ my dear^ is formed to fill an ampler 
fpace in the world than yours> and the 
^here of an Englilh nobleman's anions 
is an extenfive one. It is always fortu* 
nate for a woman, when fhe marries a 
man whofe character can in fome degree 
be afcertained, by his having been for 
fome time under his own guidance. You 
who are formed to fulfil the retired^ but 
not lefs important duties of life, caa 
always be properly eftimated while under 
the paternal wing^ the attentive, fub-* 
miifive daughter, will make a tender*, 
obliging wife > the retired, amiable maid> 
will form the prudent, domeftick matron* 
But the manners of the man cannot be fq 
well determined by the virtues of the 
youth; particularly if his father, like 
Lord Clermont, ajQTumes that method of 
behaviour, which indeed tries his patience 
and good humour, but does not eradicate 

B 5 any 
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iny wrong propenfity, or <:all forth the 
latent qualities of his foul^ by confidence 
and generous friendlhip. I muft there- 
fore upon the whole confider Mr. Cler- 
mont as a leis eligible hufband than Mr. 
Pelham." 

Marianne entreated her father never 
to mention a name which fhe never 
heard without feeling diflike, bordering 
t:ipon averfion. She then alked her father 
if patience and good humour were the 
6nly virtues he difcovered in Mr. Cler- 
mont, 

' The fretful impatience with which /he 
fifterdiaed Mr. Dudley from mentioning 
bis friend, and the tacit reproof her 
quefftoh conveyed, determined the obfer- 
▼ant father to fupprefs further obferva- 
trbns; 'and endeavouring to give the 
tenvfcrfation a lively turn, he told Mari- 
ajiHe that patience and good humour 
were very gooB cottnubial virtues. 

Still Marianne could not think of mar- 
riage, and wifticd thit Mr. 'Clermont's 
fcntimcnts coincided with hcr's, in jJrc- 

fcrring 
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ferrlng.(for at leaft fome years) the gentle 
tie of friendihip, 

** Will you tell ine, my dear," faid 
Mr. Dudley^ '^ what the married date is^ 
if it is not friend^ip in its mod lively^ 
extenfive, and exaked fenfe ? Is it not 
an Union of interefts and affedions^ fanc- 
tioned fay an indiflbluble tie ? Does it 
not call for mutual efteem^ confidence^ 
forbearance^ and tendernefs ? Contem- 
plate it, my dear, in the light of a con-- 
nciSion at firft dcfignedby divine wifdom, 
for the mutual advantage of two fatlible 
creatures^ and not as a fairy region di 
ecftafy and perfe6): happinefs, inhabited 
by perfeft' beings, whofe every wifti, fen- 
ttment, and a&ion flows in unifon. I 
would not ftiock your.delicaey,'Mafriannei 
but I niuQ; tell you, that the world ia 
csceedingly apt to call in qucdion the 
exigence of that Platonick afFedion you 
fcem to entertain j and I will apprize 
youjt that it is neceflary, either to receive 
Mr. Clermont's vifits in the acknow- 

B 6 hedged 
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ledged chara6ter of your lover^ or CD 
requeft him to difcontinue them. 

Marianne was exceedingly difpleafed 
"At the world's want of candour, fentimcnty 
and refinement s but as more expert re- 
formers than herfelf had often in vm 
tried to correal its prejudices, Ihe did 
not feel fufficient courage to dare its 
cenfures, and to defpife its frowns. The 
compaffion infeparable from her difpo- 
jition^ prevented Jier from adoptiing the 
laft alternative propofed by her father ; 
as its efieds would inevitably prove fatal 
CO poor Clermont. But while fhe hefi^ 
tat^d^ perplexed and unrefblved, the 
lover arrived to plead his own caufe. 
His arguments^ confirmed by a thoufand 
vows of eternal gratitude, unremitting 
attention, unalterable, tender, inviolable 
love, were fuccefsful : and Marianne con- 
fented to accompany him to the altar. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

» 

The Author* s predileSfton for declamation^ 
induces her to make tiou/eof a fine oppor^ 
tunityfor introducing elegant defcripiion^ 

■ 

W Q fooner had the lady's confent 
been obtained) than the Clermonts, as if 
fearful that (he would retf a£b ic> urged oa 
their fuic with th« additional requeft of a 
fpeedy union* My. Lordj with the peccilh 
impatience common to difcontented 
people^ v^ould not believe that an event 
fo agreeable to his wiflies would take 
place, without the intervention of fome 
mortifying circumftance to abate his 
fatisfaftion. His fears of Mr. Dudley's 
oppofition being removed, by that gen* 
tleman's chearful acqjuiefcencc, he adopted 
another fet of apprehensions i and as he 
had difcovered the perplexed ilate of the 
father's affairs, began to fear a niarriage 
with the daughter n^ight entail upon his 
fon the protection and fupport of two 

beggars > 
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beggars ; and to this he calculated M a-* 
rianne's foriune was .unrquaL 

A little time previous to his being 
Certainly affured of Mr. Dudley's misfor- 
tunes, his Lordfhip in converfation gave 
a hint, which at leaft proved him -to be a 
man of forecaft, as it is generally termed. 
The purport of it was^ that though Mrs. 
Alderibn had thought proper to diftin- 
gnilh Marianne as her favourite^ he 
hoped Mr« Dudley would (tiJl remember 
flie was bis daughter. Mr. Dudley not 
entering into the force of this fuggeftion, 
anfwered it by declarations of the affec- 
tion he felt for fuch an amiable child i and 
in the warmth of paternal tranfport, 
repeated many inftances of the tender 
attachment (he had Aewn to his perfbn, 
and attention to his interefts % adding, that 
he could hardly hare expefted fuch 
i^gard, conOdering that be had bem 
feparaced from her .in her early years, 
when Ac heart receives the moft livdy 
itnprelfions. The deep difcemment of 
Lord Clermont^reflcfting afterwards upon 

thcfc 
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thefe words, and comparing tlicm with 
the ftate of Mr. Dudley's circumftance$>s 
led him to fufpeft tliat they conveyed 
more of defign than of paternal tender- 
nefs ; in other words, that he intended to 
take advantage of the filial virtue he com* 
mended ; his Lordfliip therefore thought 
it right to take an opportunity of (hewing 
him, that he would find Tome difficulties 
to impede his defign. 

The fteady honour which was an in- 
mate of Mr. Dudley's bread in every 
fituation, anticipated his Lordfliip's cold 
prudence. On recoUefting the conver- 
fatitin, he perceived, that " more was 
meant than met the earj" and to prevent 
the expedations of avarice from exceeding 
their probable gratification, be deter* 
mined, not only to inform LordClcrmont, 
that Marianne's ibrtmie had been limited 
to Mrs. Alderfon's bounty, by exprds 
agree mient, \riien (he and her lifter were 
infants, but that in &St be had ndnf 
nething to bequeath. Determined to 
cdnqUter falfe (hame^ &Qce «mcai^cious of 

intentional 
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fncentronal error, be frankly dated hi» 
alarming fituation. My Lord heard hrm 
with much /ung froidy his eyes fixed on a 
beautiful landfcape of Claude*S| which 
kung at the other end of the faloon* 
When Mr. Dudley had finiftied, ha 
exprefled great concern^ but intermixed 
his confolations with reproofs for his 
mifplaced confidence, declaring that he 
very well knew the inftability of Tonnc- 
reau's credit a twelvemonth ago. He did 
not ftop to hear Mr. Dudley exculpate 
himfelf, as he attempted to do, by plead* 
ing, that they were old family friends, 
and that his long abfence from England 
gave him lefs opportunity of knowing the 
ftate of mercantile credit than others : his 
Lordlhip went on in a very eompofed, 
carelefs manner, to afk how he meant to 
difpofe of himfelf,^ and what were his fu* 
ture plans reipeding his daughter.. 

" People of our age, my Lord," faid 
Mr. Dudley, with a warmth he could not 
reftrain, *« may employ themfelves better 
than in forming diftant plans for the fup** 

port 
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port of an cxiftence they may almoft ' 
hourly exped co refign. 1 felt misfortune 
at a time when I looked forward to many 
years, which hope had dreffed in gay 
alluring colours : if I then fuftained my 
trials with firmncfs, much more may I 
now, when experience has taught me the 
infufHciency and inftability of temporal 
bleflingSj and when nature rerhinds me 
of a fpeedy fgmmons from all fublunary 
profpcfts. With refpeft to Louifa, I ana 
happy in feeing her poflfefs a dignity and 
compofure of mind, which will in any 
circumftances prevent her frpm (inking 
into defpair. Both of us^ my lord» have 
independent fpirits. We can neither 
folicit nor accept the cold aOiftance of 
reludant friendihip. Fortunately for her> 
her grandfather's prudence placed the 
means of procuring her the necefTaries of 
life beyond the power of my indifcretion ; 
and in all my troubles* I have the confo- 
lation to refleft, that the child, whom my 
folly injured, has the ability, as well a& 

the 
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the virtue, to offer me an humble bur 
fecurc afylum."' 

" Your numerous friends, Mr. Dudley, 
will doubtlcfs prevent you from putting 
the young lady's filial piety to an incon- 
venient trial, I (hould, for inftance, 
think my fon would be extremely happyj* 
but really there is no anfwering for young 
men; and people of quality are often 
embarrafled to fupport what the world 
expefts from them. But fuppofc we 
mention the affair to Edward/' 

** By no means, nrry Lord. My expeft- 
ations from Mr. CleroKint extend no- 
further than to his making my Marianne 
happy. In fo doing, he will confer upon 
me a lading obligation ; and my heart is 
roo proud to be eafy under the fenfe of 
multiplied favours.. Gould I have fub- 
mitted to become a penfioner upon 
Marianne's bounty, I believe I could eafily 
have taken advantage of the melting kind- 
nefs of her temper j and by depriving htr 
0£ the advantages fhe had a right to 

expcfti 
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expeft, have fecured myfclf in afBuencc 
But as I have taken no diflionourable (lep 
to fccure myfclf from poverty, I truft I 
Ihall not want firnnnefs^ to endure ir." 

Though Lord Clerniont (praQifed in 
the ways of the world) was not inclined 
to place innplicit confidence in declama- 
tory integrity, the ferene firmnefs which 
irradiated Mr. Dudley's countenance 
almoft induced him to lament, that a maa 
of fuch principles (hould be left the 
unaffifted prey of misfortune. To do 
juftice to his Lordlhip's benevolence, he 
really felt an inclination to (land forth as 
an adlive friend j a wifh which like many 
of the dcfircs human nature is apt to 
entertain, feemed to cncrcafe with the 
improbability of its completion. Upon 
the whole, he confider^d this converfatiori 
to be very fatisfadlory : a connexion with 
a ruined man was not indeed defirable^. 
but when poverty was accompanied 
with the firm fpirit of haughty independ- 
ence, it was infinitely lefs troublefome 

to its acquaintance and friends. The 

humane- 
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humane might dare to exprefs their 
fympachy ; and the polite venture an 
offer of fervice, without any hazard of 
having appropriate fervices annexed to 
general expreffions. 

He therefore hwried on his Ton's nup- 
tials with additional impatience,, and Mr, 
Clermont fcconded his folicitations with 
all the ardour of young romantick lovCi 
Marianne found her maidenly reluftancc 
yield to the entreaties of fuch importik- 
nate fuitors. Within a month from the 
time of Mr. Dudley's return, Mr. Ckr* 
mont had the tranfport of hearing h\% 
Wulhing bride publickly confirm, with 
folemn vows, the tender afluranccs fhc 
had before given him of eternal love^ 

The younger part of my readers wiB 
doubtlcfs exped a defcription of th« 
nuptial ceremony, the bride's parapher- 
nalia, and all the gay et camera of a wed-* 
ding; which often diverts the juvenile 
mind from rcfiefting upon the important 
duties this grand change ia fea>ale Wf^ 
prefer ibcs. I had propofcd myfelf the 

pleafure 
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pJcafurc of gratifying them in this parti- 
cular; but*when thefe affairs came to 
be difcufled in a grand committee-meet- 
ing of our focicty, convened at Danbury, 
for the cxprefs purpofe of judging whether 
every thing was properly managed ; the 
whole proceedings' appeared nothing but 
a chain of improprieties, and I therefore 
think it better to omit a defcription which 
could only excite the painful duty of un- 
favourable criticifm. Why fliould I tell 
the publick that we determined that the 
Carriage was too privates that the bride's 
clothes were ill fancied, and fat frightfully, 
or that the jewels laboured under the 
double difadvantage of being bcrrUfy 
extravagant, and odl^ujfy unbetoming ? 

But one circumfiance as coAneAed 
with the hiftorical part of my prefent 
labours I muft not omit. It was the ex- 
treme plainnefs of the drefs, in which 
Mifs Dudley accompanied her fifter to 
the altar. Such meannefs was fo little 
conGGtent with the other circumftances 
of her charafter, that we found no diiffi- 

culty 
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culcy in accrR)ucing it to the mofl: malig- 
nant envy. The fagacity of this gbfer- 
vation was confirmed by hearing, that 
inftead of alTiftingat the ceremonial viGt« 
ings, Louifa and her father fet out for 
their eftate in Lancafhire a few days after 
the nuptial ceremony. Such a want of 
attention to even common decorum> ex- 
cited all our philanthropy, and in pro- 
portion as we hated the partial father 
and his darling daughter, we wiihed all 
imaginable happinefs to the poor young 
people, thus left to themfclvcs without 
any prudent friepd to direft them in 
fanpily management. Unfojicited, and 
prompted only by our natural generofity, 
we refolved to take upon ourfelvcs the 
^ilui of&ce of gei;^eral inquiCtorsi into the 
condudl of Mr,s.. Clermont's f^niily, and 
we accordingl(y affuoicdtbe fiblf invaded 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

The nuptial frefinf (f a Father. 

Amongst the arrangements pre- 
paratory to Mrs. Clermont's nuptials, it 
was determined that Mr. Dudley (hould 
immediately refign Stannadine to the 
young couple, for their refidcncej and 
Marianne acceded the more readily to 
her father's propdfal, bccaufe ftie had 
lately beard him exprefs an intention of 
accompanying Louifa to her Lancafliirc 
eftate that autumn. It muft be obferved, 
that the train of thought in \Ohich thfe 
feir enthufiaft had hitherto indulged, did 
not fupply the moft accurate ideas re* 
fpefting real life. Though educated «d 
enjoy all thedegant eonpiforts of affluence, 
Ike did not know t)hat compe«en*ee t¥ai ' 
a bk(ring i and (he would perhaps have 
declaiflned againft the narrow, ifiliberdi 
mind that dared to reckon ic arnongft 
the prime ingredients in the cup of 

human 
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human happinefs. She had too great 
a foul to enquire what the value and 
extent of her fifter's eftate was i ihe had 
heard there was a cottage upon it, and 
that nantie fuggefted every thing that 
was paftoral and charming. Nothing 
but the fociety of her adored Clermont 
could have prevented her from envying 
the elegant retirement her father and 
fitter were going to enjoy. At partings 
ihe repeated her injunctions to Louifa> 
not to be fo captivated with rural beauty, 
as to forget her promile of (pending 
Chriftmas at Stannadine, and in the 
interim fhe was to be a punfbual and 
diffuie correfpondent. The charming 
fcenes of artlefs nature could not fail to 
afford ample materials to a (kilful hand; 
the tender attachments of the nymphs * 
and fwains would throw living figures 
into the landfcape ; and who knows bur 
fi>me new Palemon might prefent himfelfi 
with taftc to feleft, and virtue to reward | 
the new Lavinia. 

Louifa^ 
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Louifaj with a penfive fmilc^ wi(hed 
her (Ifter a long continuance of her prefent 
bappinefs, while the ilarting tear feemed 
to indicate that flic- foraied no very high 
fdea of the rural felicity (he herfelf was 
going to enjoy. 

While Mr. Dudley^ the evening pre- 
vious to his departure, repeated the bleff- 
ing he firil pronounced on configning 
his child to the prote&ton of a hufband i 
prudence Tuggefted ^ few falutary pre- 
cepts. " May I always, my dear Mari-^ 
anne, fee in your countenance this delight^ 
ful appearance of heartfelt fatisfaftion! 
But in order to preferve tt, let me conjure 
you to bani(h from your heart that ex« 
creme fenfibiltty you have hitherto chc- 
rilhed." 

«* My dear Sir/' cried the aftoniflied 
bride, ^' yoa advife me to difinifs the 
very fiicultf by which I know' how cd 
appreciate my prefetoc happined; I owe 
CO It the exquifite fenfe I haVe of- Mn 
Clermohfs unremitting tendernefs. 'Fb 
this lively fentiment I afcribe the ineffable 

TOL. ti. c delight 
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delight ' his prcfcncc excites, ; and the 
refined traofport which I feel at all his 
bbfervant afTiduous . attentions. My dear 
father, do not think I can furrcndcr a 
quality, which has taken the deepcft root 
in my foul/* 

** I perceive," faid Mr. Dudley, '' that 

you arc not yet a convert to my doftrincs, 

chat the lover ai)d the huYband are dif- 

ferent charaftcj';53| ycii.as my .opiqion li 

imrcapted by lon^ /i^bfervation^ you will I 

am certain be convinced at lail : I hope 

not painfully. Much of your future 

bj^ppinefe, Marianne* depends upon your- 

^If; do. not at leaft ^rrj;hrpijgh principle. 

M^ny.duj^es ar^ interwoi^pn vi^ith the 

facred character which Mr. CleriDO^t has 

bteiy afilsmed: Jie is no. longer the ena- 

iiH>uQ!;d -youthy whom nothii^g unconned' 

fid with his fapr;I<j9|.iq|in^^tfiieft,^ hp is 

b^cotfie ^ftccountfy^j^lem^i^ tbp;ne^h- 

btfUTytke lft9dlord,.(be n[>a():Qr ^qf a^arv^ily. 

With thj^fc obligations, . thougjii , highly 

pleafing to an intelligent mind, many 

trkfome duties are neceifarily involved ; 

and 
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sind when his temple r }$ rufBed by any 
exterior perplexity, thofe a(Cduous» ob- 
ferv'anc attencidos which you (ay are the 
fource of your rfefined tranfportSi, muff" 
appear to him as a difagreeable reftraint. 
There is no part of the female character 
dearer to us men^ than the idea that you 
^e the Toothers of our 'inquietudes^ t4ie 
folaccrd of our forrow, the fy mpathizing' 
friends to whom we nuy at all times ^reiu^ 
tire for comfort, in every diftrefs. - Ther 
enthudafm of youth oTcen mingles wkh> 
the addrefle? of the lover, an overftrained 
fubniiffion which phices your feS: in am 
exalted) . but let me add in a falfe poioc^ 
of. Kiew. The huib^nd, .whca he i?eflc<3:s, 
coolly .upon every circunaft^pcc, ./^;»jl^ 
if he judges right, confider i; betDsr^tp: 
pr^fer.v^? the heart he has gftinedj, by 4^f*i 
playing the manly qualities of fenfe^ifphj^ 
lant^ropy, integrity, and fortitudp> th^a. 
hff the Jovcr- like arts which his juy^nite 
affeftion urged him to adopt; and the 
difore^t wife will haftcn tp elevate her 

own iCharaOierj by ftddiqg to the delicate 

c 2 tender- 
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ttndcmtfs of the bride^ the dignified 
▼irtues of the matron/'- 

«* Exert the powers of your under- 
ftanding, my dear child/' continued hej 
tenderly prefling her hand. << Even 
during the firft fond period ' of wedded 
love, ftrengchen the bonds by which you 
liold Mr. Clermont's heart, by difplaying 
thofe mental, excellencies; which ; will be 
crer new, and valuable when your perfon> 
your cpnverfation, and your, many fine 
accomplifhments, (hall have loft the glofs 
of novelty. Providence, by placing you 
in an affluent fituation, has impoicd upon 
j<m a thoufand motives for exerciling 
a benevolent heart ; and by making you 
as it were a mark of diftindioni enjoins 
diat nice propriety of conduA, by which 
if we ciannot efcape cenfure and forrow^ 
we are at leaft fecure from the felf- 
reproach of having deferved it. You 
are commanded to prepare yourfelf for 
a fpiritual world, not to languifh out life 
in luxurious foftnefs. You may, like 
yonder glorious Orb now finking in the 

Weft, 
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Weft, fpread comfort and delight 'all 
around you^ and becooie a noble (peftacle 
both to men and angels. And will you 
give up ail thefe privileges/to place y6uir 
whole of happinefs in the unremitting 
cendernefs of a finceit, amiable, welU 
intentioned, but undoubtedly of a fallible 
bein^? No, my child, fummon your 
refolution, and ere he changes the mode 
of behaviour his fondnefs has impofed» 
do you imperceptibly releafe him from 
the reftraint. With pain'l have heard 
you both declare, that you wilh to (hut 
out all the reft of the woHd, and to live 
only to yourfelves. I muft' tell you that 
if this opinion was circulated, you would 
fubjcft yourfelves to much opprobrium, 
not to fay difagreeable ridicule : but I will 
predifi: that your opinions will be changed 
before you are three months older." 

Mrs. Clermont here interrupted her 
father. " You have formed your judg- 
ment. Sir, upon common attachments, 
and common marriages^ and feem inclined 
to think cbat there are no exceptions from 
a general rule." 

c 3 ** I have 
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'* I have fprmed my judgment/' rc- 

fumed Mr. Dudley^ ** upon; my thorough 

knowledge of your. charad,er, 9jnd ali 

J have fccn of Mr. Clermont's; but I 

perceive my lefture wearies; rqftcad of 

convincing you. I will therefore con<?lud^ 

v^ith two requefts. I would wifh to give 

them the efficacy of command^. In the 

firfl; placej do not appear to avoid mixing 

in the fociety of your qeighbours^ ai;i4 

endeavour to engage Mr. Clermont in 

acpufementSj which will occafion frequent 

little abfences. He will return to you 

with additional f^tisfaftion^ and your 

reliih of each other^s fociety will bje im* 

proved^ by the occafional interruptions 

eompany will give. My fecond ifequeft 

b, that you will ftudy your hufband's 

tempef and cbarader^ with the deepcft 

attention ; in order that you may difcover 

the peculiar tendency of thofe errors 

and prejudices^ from which the bed of 

us are not free^ that by familiarizing 

them to your mind, they may fteal upog 
you in the diminilhed for-m of little im- 

|>erfedlions. 
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perfe^lions. If you negleft to do this» 
you may perhaps firft perceive thern^ at 
a moment when paflTion has encreafed 
tbenr. b^cmd ;their ^fual magnitude i and 
your, «(lafn^^d infiagin^ion oiay ftUl further 
extend ;l^m, till chey eclipfe their neigh- 
bouring virtues. Befides, a wife's dif- 
ctedonr n>ay ofGcp g^d,. her hufband 
fi:Q(n^o ^rpr^ by kn^f ingr th;e ji^cuUar 
tempt^ioOf , to v/hicli he is too^ liable* 
I Jjp^v^jnqw done, and. ^s^ my child, is 
the only legacy I can bequeath you/' 

ReHe(^ jons of the nK)ft poignant nature 
agitated ^(In Dudley^ as be ipdke the 
Hft words;. Mrs. Ckrnionc with' difin- 
tcrefteq affc^op thanked him for the 
valuable ^iJEt, and after afluring him it 
waa al} (he wiflf ed for, fhe intreated him 
to confider Louifa as his only child in the 
difpofal of t^is.fortunCii She then obliged 
him to repeat his promife of vificing 
SffiQQadineatC^hnftnaas. ** You will then, 
my dear father," faid flic, *^ fee how I 
am iniprovcd by your precepts, and how 
far I anm a convert to your opinion." 

G 4 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

An attempt at Itrcal iiefcription. The jtutbcr 
/ees/ometbiHg Kke an enchanted cafik^ in 
which Jbe immures a fair Arcadian. 

JThE afylum /which fUiar piety 
prepared Tor Mr: pucJleyi wte Kttte cflcu- 
latiid to banilh fixrth * Ms ^ memory the 
glowing fertiiky of tBe * tropical i(btid&i 
or the convenient elegance, with which 
well-regulated art had embellifhed Stan- 
nadine» The mod enthufiaffick imagi- 
nation ' could hardly ai!bciate ' paftoral 
ideas with the negteded ^wildnils oJf Sea- 
tdndell, could fuppofe it ; peopled by 
Naids and Dryads, or fancy that Pan 
ever awoke its echoes with his tabor and 
pipe, while Cynthia' and her maids of 
honour danced cotillions. 

Little did Mr. Alderfon think when he 
bequeathed thii eftate to his grand- daugh- 
ter, as a fupply for pin-nnoney, that it would 

foon become her only permanent pof- 

feffion. 
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feflion. Much more improbable would 
it have appeared to his widow^ could Ilie 
have forefeen, when on her death- bed fhe 
requefted that hei' old dairy-mbid^ Mary 
Arby, might be permitted to end her data 
in the farm-houie, which ihe^Kiad'fbr many 
years inhabited ; that (he was' providing a 
companion for the inteni]g;ent, accom- 
pliflied Louifa. But the viciflitudes of 
fortune have often afforded copious 
themes for declamiatory aftohilhment. 
' Though Mrs. Arbjr had anfwercd Mift 
Dudley'is ititimatioh of her defign of 
coming to ^ refide upon the 'farmj with ah 
aflurance> that (be fhbcikl be proud tfii 
entertain young madanv; (he certainly 
did hot feel any real lacisfaftion in the 
idea, that (he was tobeiinterrDp^ed iniiie 
poffeffiOA of a placCi over which (he had 
long reigned with paramount 'authority. 
Few young wometi; acctiftdmed to the 
elegance of riefined life^ would have beea 
inclined to difturb her.- ^The HiJlffe was 
built at a period whdh thi fubftantial add 
glodmy ftylc of architecture was pre* 

c 5 fcrred 
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&rrfd to. the fCC||)v<emeac and cheerful 
gk^n^ Before tb« ^ront was placed a U(tl(( 
^Ifpf ^ , ; garclen>j fi^rrounded by a cut 
I^cjgCs rndfiibdividcdat ngbt angles, by 
^ cfl^iVioigmf ^/cocc .of yew. Behind the 
hbuic waaf i^,,qrf^fd, tf^rmtnaced by a 
r/)oiftcry^,^thc^^ccitiof 1^ appeared at 
kaft ^xontehiporary an^iqyes ^.wicb the, 

(^weUing they belpnged to. On the left 
^and lay the farnn-yard and oiit-hpufes f 
and on the rigt^ thj^ . decayed viltage of 
^acondcU, npany qf^ . whofe ii^habkapts, 
allured by therfuperifir cooifcprts ^w)i;ch n 
Iftr^ manufaduring io^wn in. the beigh-? 
liQurltoDi) forded), had deferted iherr 
ptrental abodes*. There now remained 
Otfly a few opulent iarnoers> their labour- 
ecs^ and the nisr^^ of the pariflii 
the latter of . wbofo, after enjoying 
tlje mental lusturyr 0f literary' co5* 
verfation^ in^ college/ focietyi durieg tb< 
earJ^ part of his Ijkf hat) been, confined 
for nnanjr years, to the dry di^jugipns of 
^^fi^Fyi iUtberffl ignorance r jti)^ the 
. .. <t. • z : . |?ainfirf 
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painfuljTseflei^ions of diiappoioced 'hppf« 
A ;pif iapie, but not junco^nnaon ilcpadon I 
TheUrrival of the Dudleys in a poUr 
chaifcj was fuch a novelty^ chat cverf^ 
mhabitana of SeatondeU ran out of cjoors 
to gaze (at the ftrangers. Mrs. Arby,, 
trembling) alike iiith infirmityand appfe^ 
.trnkfion,. a Unbarred cbe m^ij^ porch door^ 
and. kd/ then) into an antique ftone halL 
Aoxioii^s. properly to perform the honours* 
of xhe^hdttfe/ (he aCt^nipted to place Mr. 
(Dudley^ in' cfaeJivicker armiohair, but 
'uribappilji ill' the hurry of tpoKtOfieis. flung 
doNva a^JUrge Buh^r-pot that decorated 
the open cbimciey, upon Louifa's clothes^ 
That amiable 'girl^ poffelled of the true 
benen^olente * Whith can exert ' itfelf ia 
trifling affairs, as v(^llas! upon intvportant 
occafiofi^j diverted chd.good woiDan^. 
concern* for Hhe accident^ by kind enqui* 
ries after her healtht ai>d r^colledioos o£ 
the early kindnefles Qxe had received from. 
hfri wht(^i 0ie: Ylfited at her gr^nd^^ 
inannau's in her childbood.K fiyinen* 
tiooing fooie articles of tucal cookery^ ia 

c 6 wbichi 
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•which Mrs. Afby ufed to excel,' wie in a 
great degree re-afitired her trembling 
diffidence, and fent her ^ 

<« With dirpatchfal looks in haftc, 

*' As one on hofpicable thoughts ^nteot^" 

to naak$ trial of her ikUL 

Mifs Difdley oow addreffind luer Aidier, 
who funk in the arm chair with ^f is head 
jrefting upon his hand, his liftlefs:^) unob- 
iervant eyes fixed on th^ immeif^e^^ ftonc 
windQW-frannes^ which fecmed! rather to 
exclude than to admit the day. The 
deepening ihades of evening added to the 
gloomy appearance, and eocceafed the 
dejeflion of his too coi^fcious heart. <' My 
dear fir," f^id JLouifa^ " I find tWs place 
infi^itdy preferable, to what I expected: 
9. little .pabc and paper will enliven the 
houfe exceedingly, and when the yew 
ornaments are removed) I (ball be de* 
lighi^ with gratifying rif^y^ta^ for 
flowers in that neat little gardem We fhall 
find both , health and amufemetit ih 
improving our farm in fummer> and in 
, . . winter 
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Vintef books and mufick will adbrt} a 
-rievcr-faiHng rcfourcc from chagrin. 
My dear.facher, do refame your wonted 
cheer fuhiefs ; you have often caught me 
reGgnation^ let not the preceptor need 
inftruiftton fpdm cbe pu^k" 
* Mr. Dudley, nft^r gating upon h\k 
daughter for s>fe¥r3nMiii)ents #itli ft look 
of deligjhoed afieftton, excufed his want 
of ipirits as arifing frorh the fatigufc 
h^ (Ut frbm dicir long journey; "^ho^ilk 
hoped the deprefiMT which fbe alfd ftit 
might be afttibiabfe to the Fatme caufei-^ 
theyfepWateA at an ttirlyhour.'^ -' 

Awakened by - the chmour of the 
domeftick poultry, Mifs Dudliiy rofe 
whb^ the fun, andopenfed the cafement of 
htr ' channlber window, to take a -Wewof 
the ' adjacent cdtintipy; Heri apaVthnferit 
•fronted' the orchard,, a thick autunmnat 
mift hung upori thi horizon,* but had the 
morning bten more 'f&vour^ble, the trees 
wo!ild' have efFefttiallt impeded "htf 
4efignj Ar thtfy were crttw^a io^Hcr 
irtch a prclMJQili w4iidh ertiireiy b!^niax^ 
'-'''- the 



14 A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

fth^ fight of my pchcf MobjcA. / She fat 
4own^ liO:eoiog to .(Jhe;(i>urmur of a diftant 
rivukta which by a atfiurt^l ^flbcktion of^ 
^Idcasi recalled <o -her, I niemory a beautiful 
«cafcade as Stannadineii iiear which Ihe 
firft beheld Mr. Pelhaiprik wk^^ iolroduced 
by her fath<$r;}o the char^^er'$f,^aru 

)innt'« Ipv^r^ Thei^/'9tQ momeiiu m 
9hich this jfirmeft fplrite ytdd to. the 
preflure: of calamity; and while Mils 
|9md|(|y rjscQ}k£tedi the h^lppy h6ur$' ftie 
|)9il p^^c^l :in the fowQr of tihtCflitii^k 
XlDi^n^ ;%^ear of ip¥QlufU9ry regrer» a^iud.^ 
fpontaneou^.^figh, exprejffi^d Jiow much 
flie felt the contraft of her prefect 
ikuatioq* .. ,. i 

She Mras. roi^f«4 i(iww tjjta «^erie by 
the foun4 of fpoiftepa ipii^der ^e^; window, 
and looking put pcrceiij^e^M^ £tther« Mr^ 
Dudley^ after palQng^a reftlefe nighty had 
kfc his apartankem^i y^f}}, the hope of 
^iyertiog the refl(5^jj0ns.i>fl:l«if.« not hoi* 
to end^irc. His ^m»Wc dauglH^ itm^r 
^lately bapiflifd frq^ her th9i]gliiia tfa^^ 
ip4ulgcnc^ i?f her pWA pessffliar^^f^W* 

and 



and lifting her beautiful eyfSrCo heave% 
with meek folicicude implored the bene<r 
ficenc Author of Creation to aiSft he? 

• • • 

endeavours to reftore traivquillity^aod felf-f 
fatTsfi|(^ioQ to one of ^ht Vorchi^ft . ol 

' * I 

human; hearts* •..':'.; ; '■"':: 
To give efficacy to hcFprajreft^ and to 
confirm hfsr eatalfed principles bfcaUtng 
them into a£tion^ flieiipiY^diately joined 
her father, : and with ' the winning ^tetr 
nefs of,^hich;(he w^ alpdoKite m^refsi 
imperceptibly detached h(9 ihou^ti.^m 
brooding upon irremediable tntsfortufifci: 
She perfuaded him to iwalk round heis 
little demefne, and, with unfeigned tranf^ 
port,, at length fucceeded in reviving in 
h^ Blind that paflion for agricuhurtl 
inpprpvement to which be w^ naturally 
inclined* ^ party of labourers: were fboMi 
fet to work, to prepare the . ground kt 
plamations, which were to be fo difpoied^ 
that orn^meiH inight unite with utilityi 
Pjthefs wfre; employed in clearing Ibnaii 
misk^p, lapds which <oiikl mfefully bi coo^ 

T^rted into arable. A thkd fet wre 

occupied 
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occupied * iti cleaning a large fifli -pondi 
which through degleft had been nearly 
filled with e^rthj by which efibrt of 
induftry Mr. Dudley propofed the double 
advantage of draining a morafs and fur* 
nifliing his table with an agreeable luxury. 
The orchard and garden underwent a 
cpobplete inetamorphofis9 about two thirds 
of the trees in the former were felled^ 
and thus the chearful rays of the fun wiere 
perniined to bre^^'in upon the gnren 
moiflderiofg walls ^ of the old cnanfioo. 
The= dipt hed^e was in ipart removed, 
and intst green paling fubfti toted irt its 
place, and the ornamental yew pilars 
were completely annihilated, to make 
it)Om for a- platitation of • oidoriferous 
fhrubs. Thefe alterations involv'ed the 
Dudleys in fome - ferious disputes widi 
Mrs. Arby, who feeling all the local 
attachments age is apt to indulg^, con- 
fidered everyobj^ft wreh vvbkH fire had 
bng been familiufi * fyitli a^fd^tbf 'fitcred 
regard. Evete tibe gtbom' akd^'dannp 
which 'bad hung for mahy' years upon hef 

refidence, 
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rcITdencc, feemed in her eyes a perfe£ii6n> 
die lofs of which nothing ff^tt^ could fupply* 
Doubtlefs all the antiquated Dryads 
of Seatondell, if any fiKjb there were, 
joined with Mrs, Arby in her' regret, but 
amidft the general devaftation, a large 
White Rofe, which entirely ovc'rfliadowed 
the dairy- window, was preferved with 
moil religious care. ' 'A tender fentimenc 
was united to the uncommon beauty and 
fertility of the plant, to preferve it from 
deftruAion, for it had been fet by Mrs» 
Dudley in her childhood. Her affec* 
tionate and grateful daughter, while ihe 
cleared it of its deo^yiag -branches, and 
with pious afiiduity detomted the fod 
from whence it grew with ^ 

• 

" The rathe Primrofe that forfaken diei^ 
** The glowing Violet; 

'* Witli Cowflips wan, diaVhang the peiifive head, 
• «* \And cv'ry fibwerthat pd embroidery wears ;*• 

Milton's LTciorAS. 
' . . . •■ 

indulged the pleafing melancholy which 
a departed friend imprcfles upon the 
meniory, when tipe has foftened the 

agonies 
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agonies of grief inica mild regret aiv:! 
pious refignation, Tbe approach of 
printer had, already . begpn to (trip the 
branches of the Rofe^bufli oft^e.ir verdan^ 
honours I and Mifs Diidle^^s though t9 
were naturally led from the ravages of 
the feafon^ to recolleft the mpce . terrible 
devallations of death. Her niela(^choly 
mufeexpreiTed. this icfea in the following 
jclegiack fonnet : 






.\* 



TO A 



ROSE BTJSH, 

RobM in the mtfoHIe.ofliixariMit iprmg, 
J Tpthc;)Bllifinlbg«-Byiq9pb8}fiir«)uipl6t6Aiej. 
O'er thee^the B«e ex^ooida bii fi}j»y ii^gj ,x \ 
Inhalei thyTweetSy and drink) tbyne^arM dew: 
From hie high throne the flaming lord of day. 
Poors on thy barftin^ g^*^ ^^ fervid povvV* 
( ^hile zcphyi^^eaft'damongft thy kayes M^'^J^ 
, C^ thy foft fragrance o]\ each meapf r f|pivi»'r ; 
. ' 7hl ^^^^^. ^V ^€^^" falute the &ics, 

Thoa (halt not languilh long tn winterV gloomy 
Bdtlileterfftill thy honoar'd planter lies, 
. . ThVb^ams of (ammer cannot piercQ the tomb r 
Man, lord of all, beneath the reign of time^ 
Aivatits pdrfeCltbn in a (iobler clime; 



.i . 
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CHAP. XXV. 

I 

Proving^ that the creative power of the- 
imagination may he emplt^ed in prodiicinr 
pleafure\ as well as pain. 

1 HE fuperior cxceUcncc with which 
Mifs Dudley adorned retirement/ was. not 
wholly confined to the. duties of a 
daughter f her heart gldwfed witii the 
pureO: flannc of benevolence, nor toxA^ 
difappointnicnt obfcure, nor diftrefs ab- 
forb the facred radiance. The inhabitr 
ants of Seatondell certainly prefer ted 
no very alluring qualities to a. polilhe^ 
mind \ but nriy heroine confidering ^^^ 
in the light of fellow-creatures, difco^ere^ ^^ 
in the comncion nature Ibe (bared wit^ 
them, an unalienable claim upon ,her tp 
difcharge all the focial and charitable 
offices, which dependent , and accountably 
man from " brother man requires." ^\^% 
was not reftrained by obferving that 
prejudice, malevolence, and calumaf 

prevailed 
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prevailed even in this obfcure retreat. 
She confidered thefe hateful paffions as 
the natural ch'arafterifticks of an igaorant 
mind and an unbridled temper^ and ihe 
even conceived it poifible to counterad 
their baleful effeds^ by exhibiting the 
contrary virtues in the moft amiable point 
of view. This hope was too romantick 
to be the ibief motive which regulated 
Iter condufb^ for (he principally looked 
forward to the ' approbation of her owa 
confcience^ whofe (ilent voice can beft 
appreciate the effedls of external circum- 
fiances. 

By the moft engaging affability of 
look and manner^ Louifa conquered the 
diflike her wealthy neighbours had con- 
ceived againft her, and induced chem to 
vifit the " fine lady," who was at firft 
^equally the objedt* of their ridicule and 
'abhorrence. My poor heroine foon pcr- 
treivcd, that it would be a vain attempt, 
■to difcufs any of the toptcks of convcr- 
lation of which (he was miftrefa, and 

prudently affuming the learner, .pernoiticd 

her 
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her vi&tants to lead die difcourfe, and 
endeavoured to improve herfelf in the 
knowledge of local politicks, and rural 
ceconomy. The matrons were all charmed 
by this modeft humility ; and the fair 
ruftick belles perceiving nothing intimi* 
dating or haughty in her manner, endea- 
voured .to acquire fome hints refpeftiog 
drefs and behaviour, fi-om the graceful 
ftranger; and almoft forgot their firft 
idea, that ihe was com^ on purpofe to 
ridicule and eclipfe them. 

Though Mifs Dudley, inftead of fuc* 
cceding in her well-meaning delign> of 
healing the village animofitieSj was forced 
to liften to many a dull detail of wrongs 
and iofultsi yet Ihe derived confiderable 
advantages from the occafional facrifice 
of an afternoQ|i« She more clearly knew 
the value of candour and placability, bf 
perceiving how ncceffary they were to. 
traoquillity and felf-^fatisfaflion.. From 
a* tedious unintereftiog converfation (he 
returned with double avidity to her &- 
vourite amufement&i her books, her 

needle^ 
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needle, her mufick^ her garden, the 
fociec^ of her beloved father, and thofe 
aldivc exertions of charity from which 
her limited parfe could Dot wholly reftrain 
her. Accuftomed to oeconotnick acten- 
tlods^ ihe knew how to hufband her 
boooty, and by adding to it her pcrfonal 
fervicesi to render a trifle valuable. She 
Vifittd the fick, confbted the af&ifi^d, 
inftrufled' the ignorant, and reproved 
the idle. She founded a village-fchooli 
infpeded its mana^mebt, and diftributed 
its rewards* She was not difcouraged bj 
the murmurs of caprice, miftake, or 
ii^gratitude, though they often interrupted 
ber benevolent plans i for wftile her 
heart bore teftimoriy to- tfte! redituScdf 
ber intentions, it taught her to look for 
her reward in an approbation tranfc^nd- 
^tly/fu^eriodL to the chan^ful plaudits 
af;variablevman. . ' ^ 
' No[patt of her cdnduft appeared niorc 
^ferving of imitatton than her behavioor 
to Mr, Walden, the unfortunate Clergy- 
man whom I before mentioned. He had' 
< long 
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long been cxpofed to the fupercilious 
negle(5t of oftcntatious wealth, or the 
rude infults of cpnceitcd ignorance, 
Deprcflcd . by poverty, perplexed , by the 
care of providing for a nuntierous family^ 
and haralTed by the unpleafant temper of 
his wife; his nnind funk under the prefTure 
of thefe accumulated evils, which hh edu« 
cation'had taught him to feel; andthou^H 
Ke continued faithfully to difcharge his 
minifterial duties, he performed them 
with the mortified air of a felf-denying 
anchorite, inftead of the cheerful fatis* 
faftion of the Chriftian paftbr. 

The Dudleys at their firft arrival at 
Scatohdell, conceived for Hihn all the 
rcfpcd his charafler ^rfd lacrcd ftmftioh 
defer ved^ 'and treated him with the moft 
marked civility. Flattered by an attention 
to which he Had been lb little ufed, he 
endeavoured to revive hfs dejeffed fpirits, 
and to recoltei^ thofe agreeable talents 
which had lain buried in oblivion. His 
attachment to thofe who had recalled him 
to the fenfe of plcafurc was extreme, and 

1 1 his 
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his eager enjoyment of the long den. 
luxury of literary converfation led him 
frequently to their houfe; where, folicitous 
to exhibit his niental acquirements, he 
anxioufly fought td engage Mr. Dudley 
or his daughter upon fome ingenious 
topick of difcourfe. They were too can- 
did to call this condufb by the harfli 
terms of. intrufion^ or pedantry. Louifa 
felt happy at being able to give him a 
moment's refpite from chagrin. Far from 
indulging a jeft at the expence of his 
quaint rufticity, or fcholaftick expreffions; 
they excufed his failings, pitied his mif- 
fortiinesi and efteemed his virtues. 

•Nor.wasMrs. Arby exempt from the 
mild iiifluence of Louifa's excellencies. 
Happily, blending the miftrefs with the 
friend^ and kindly allowing for the petu*- 
laiice and prejudice of age^ (he foon 
uught the old woman to, con(ider the 
once dreaded arrival of her young, lady 
as the greateft blefiing ihe had known ; 
and to join in the general applaufe, which 
in fpite of a few malevolent detrafters 

was 
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was beftowed upon fuch exemplary con- 

Thus increadng the happtnefs of all 
around her^ was ic poffible for Mifs Dud- 
ley to be wretched ? Could a liberal, 
refledling mind avoid partaking of the 
felicity it imparted -, or at leaftj enjoying 
the pure fatisfa£lion arifing from the con« 
fcioufncfs of having aftcd right ? Yet 
fonnetimesj when alone, a tear would 
fteal down her cheek. It was not called 
forth by recollcding the fplendid eftablifli- 
ment Sir William Milton had once offered, 
for that (he had refigned without the leail 
reluctance 5 but alas ! Mr. Pelham was 
not quite forgotten, and his agreeable 
character appeared to greater advantage^ 
when contrafted with the fociety in which, 
fhe now fuppofed herfelf deftined to fpend 
her future life. Filial piety^ fortitude,, 
and female delicacy united to refltain* 
the unavailing regret, and fhe never met 
her father but with a fmile indicative of 
the mod heartfelt fatisfadtion. 

yoL. ii, ^ D Mr, 
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Mr. Dudley was aimqfi perfuadcd that 
the ruin of his daughter's fortune had 
DOC materially afFeded her happinefs^ and 
the thought was a cordial to his depreficd 
fpirits. He looked forward indeed to 
Chriftmas with anxiety, becaufe he intend- 
ed, while Louifa was with her fifter, to take 
a journey toLondon^ and endeavour to col- 
left the fcattered rerrjains of his fortune. 
In the meantime the hours did not pals un- 
comfortably away. The unufual mildnefs 
and fcrenity of the weather proved favour- 
able to their rural occupations. The morn- 
ings were generally fpent in the field, and 
the evenings enlivened by the perufal of 
fomc approved author. Our immortal 
Shakfpeare held a diftinguiflied place 
amongft them, and it is probable it was his 
animated defcription of a winter, fimilarly 
beautiful, which fuggefted to Mifs Dudley 
the following addrefs to the one Ihe fpent 
at SeatondeU. 

SOl/NET 
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SONNET TO fr INTER. 

Be crown'd with flow'rs, gay winter. From thy wing 
Shake the round-moulded hail and flaky fnow^ 
Bid from Aquarius' urn foft flreamlets flow> 

And Pifces wanton in the warmth of fpring : 

Say to the fhiv'ring Twins, no longer bring 
Your tulips copy'd from ch' aerial bow, 
Or paint the Rofeat bud. Let tempells blow, 

And o'er the won'dring world my mantle fling : 
For Hill with Oberon Titania jars. 
And ftill the fullen Queen indignant flies. 

While Elfin fquadrons who before thefe wars 
Led the fucceflive feafons down the fkiesi 

Their charge deferting, fupplicate the fiars 
To heal the ills that from contention rife. ' 



CHAP. XXVI, 

Tbe dawn of Connubial Felicitjk with a word 
or two on the fleajure of tormenting^ 

JVlY two prccediftg chapters were 
peculiarly adapted for thofc who feel the 
inconveniencies apifing from depreiled 
circumftances, a difagreeable fituationi or 
an unpleafanc neighbourhood. It feemed 
a humane office to point out to them in- 

D 2 dependent 
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dependent amufements, and conifortsab- 
folutely beyond the power of fortune. 1 
now addrefs to the favourites of the fickle 
Goddefs a few intimations, that they (hould 
receive her bounty with gratitude, and 
tife it with moderation i frequently com- 
paring their (iiuatioa with that of their 
neighbours, in order to induce them to 
meet with fortitude the litde evils from 
which even the happieft hunian beings 
cannot be exempt. With fortitude, did 
I fay ? I want a term implying the moft 
cheerful acquiefcence j for confidering the 
calamities to which our nature is fubjcfi, 
the trivial vexations of life are beneath 

« 

our regard. 

Ijt may be f cnrien^bered, that Mrs. Cler*^ 
mont.was.kic in the. full poflcfrmn of all 
the bleflings the moft flattering imagina- 
tion can conceive. No fooner had her 
father and fifter left StannadiM, than the 
happy pair agreed to devote an€ fortnight 
to the uninterrupted pleafurciof each other's 
fociety. The congratulatory cards were 
therefore anfwered^ wftba^hint that they 

did 
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did not at prefent receive company, 5ind 
an invitation to go and fpcnd a week at 
the Park was refptftfuUy deferred. 

For the honour of wedded love it Ihall 
be mentioned, that they perfevered in this 
Fcfolution, though candour compels me to 
acknowledge, that before the expiration of 
that time, the hours moved upon leaden 
pinions. As every adventirj^ous aid - to 
converfation was rejedled by mutual agree- 
ment, the invincible power and eternal du- 
rability of Love, though illuftrated by their 
own example, feemed after frequent re- 
petition but a vapid topick. Mr. Clermont 
withi fome degree of pieafure recollefted 
the aniKifem^nt his pencil afforded, and his 
fair bride was more than once tempted to 
look over her nuptial ornaments, and to 
appropriate her fcveral dreffcs to different 
occafions of grand difplay. 

Meanwhile Lady Clermont, who had 
relullantly left a very " high-lived party'' 
at Brighchelmftone to be prefent at her 
fon's nuptial, was dreadfully chagrined to 
be detained with her Lord for a longer 

p 3 period 
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period than (he at firft propofcd> and fince 
decorum would not permit her to leave the 
country till the intended vifit was over, 
fStiC determined that her new daughter 
ihould deeply feel the mortification of 
which (he had been the caufe. It was not 
difficult for her Lady (hip to endeavour to 
perfuadc herfelf to diflike a young woman, 
poflTeffcd of beauty, fweetnefs, and ele- 
gance ; it was a charadcr to which (he 
could form no pret^nfion, and naturally 

•hated, becaufc it ccliplVd her own. She 
fcceivcd the, bride with the hauteur of 

' affeded fuperioricy; hej^ plebeian rank was 
confidered by the high-born Lady Cler- 
mont as an indelible difgrace; and her 
ignorance of the faftidious niceties of 
etiquette which the great world requires, 
afforded an inexhauftible fund of raillery, 
for one who had long confidered /ucb 
knowledge to be the compendium of va- 
luable fcience. 

Mrs. Clermont had been accuftomcd 

.from her earlieft infancy to unremitting 
tendemeis, and ihe was by nature peculiarly 

fufccptible 
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fufceptible of unkind treatment; it therefore 
cannot be wonderful that the diflike be- 
tween the mother and daughter was re- 
ciprocal. But her Ladyfhip's temper was 
too violent to permit her to confine her's 
to her own bofom. She nurfed the de- 

teftabledefign of rendering her Icfs amiable 
in the eyes of her impaffioned hufband; 
and unreftrained by the ftrpng impatience 
vifible in his countenance, whenever the 

idol of his foul was fpoken of in terms 
(bore of admiration, ilie continued to 
point the mod mortifying farcafmsagainft 
romantick attachments and firfl: impref- 
fions, mixing her obfervations with thofc 
faint commendations of Marianne's beauty 
and fimplicity, which might almofl: be 
termed implied cenfures, 

Mr. Clermont's behaviour to hi§^mother 
had always been diftinguilhed by rcfpeftful 
attention, in part arifing from gratitude for 

the marked preference fhe had (hewn to 
him, and in part from pity atwitneffing the 
unkind negle<5l (he experienced from his 
father, and which had greatly contributed 

04 to 
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to four a temper naturally unamiable. 
But his deference as a fon was now put 
to a fcvcre trial, and could fcarcely rcfift 
the ftronger feelings of ofiended love. 

One day, after having been particu- 
larly piqued by his mother's invidious 
obfcrvations, he haftily retired to his 
wife*s apartments, to lofc the painful 
recolleflion in her engaging fweetnefs. 
He found* her in tears. The tears of 
beauty are intercfting; its diftrefles infpirc 
the heart with the warmcft refcntmcnt; 
and Mn Clermont had infinitely more of 
the knight-errant in his charadter than 
generally falls to the lot of a hufband. 
He conjured. her to difclofe the caufej 
his tender folicitude, while it gave her 
heart the livclicft pleafure, confiderably 
increafed her tears ; for Mrs. Clermont 
had not yet adopted her father's advice, 
of afpiring to that more exalted part of 
our fex's charafter, which teaches us to 
fharc in the forrows of our hufbands 
with magnanimity, and to teach them 
fortitude by our anobtrullve patience. 

She 
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STie was the "feeble vine/' always cling- 
ing for fupport to "her wedded dtn/* 

Sobb'fng wkh diftfefs, which fcemed 
rather to proceed frdm weaknefe than 
from any real afHidbii^ fhe at length 
anfwered his importunities, by confeflirtg 
that her tears proceeded fronii Lady Cler- 
mont's unkind behaviour. But when fhe 
found that fhe bad excited a tempefl 
which all her fkill could not allay^ fhe 
deeply i^gretted the imprudent difcovery, 
Mr. Clernnont burll from her in a rage, 
and haftened to his mother. A moft: 
violent ahercatidn enfued between them, 
in which they mutually fcemed to forget 
what was due to the facred ties of blood. 
Lord Ctermortt's authority, and the gentfc 
mediation of his daughter, produced irti 
apfarint reconciliation j but the fetds of 
*difguft Were deeply fbwn, and \vi their 
final effiift wfere ruinous to Mr. Giermont% 
^)e!acte. 

iDuring thfe rtmaindef of the vifft, 
her Ladylhip behavtd to thfe bride with 
(feitmonious coolnefs and aftfcded rcfpcdt. 

D 5 This 
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This behaviour, though lefs reprehenfiUe 
than the former, was equally painful to a 
candid ingenuous mind. Marianne deeply 
refle£ted upon the preceding events, and 
though there was nothing in her hu/band's 
behaviour which could be conftrued into 
an implied cenfure upon her condu£b ; 
her confcious heart told her it had not 
been worthy his efteem. She had been 
apprized of Lady Clermont's bad temper, 
and the little 'influence (be poflefled in 
her family was publickly known. It was 
abfurd to expeft to be exempt from the 
general influence of conftitutional ill- 
humour, and cruel to degrade and expofe 
an unhappy woman, who already laboured 
tinder the fevere afili£tion of a huflDand's 
contempt. 

On difcovering her paft indifcretion> 
Mrs. Clermont fell into an error not 
uncommon to a generous fufceptible 
heart. Prompted by a keen fenfe of her 
fault, flxe determined to apply to Lady 
Clermont for forgivenefs.; and had the 
application, been made with prudence^, or 
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had the perfon to whom it was addrcffcd> 
poffeffed but half the gcnerofity of hcr- 
felf, the moft happy cfFcfts might have 
been produced. But in the letter (he 
wrote, (for fhe had not courage to name 
her ofFc^nce in converfation,) (he propor- 
tioned her conceffions rather to the acute- 
nefs of her own feelings, than to the 
enormity of the fault, which was in reality 
nothing more than an irritable fenfe of 
undeferved provocations. This letter 
afforded the malevolent Lady Clermont 
the livelieft fatisfaftion. It convinced 
her of her power to diftrcfs. a placable 
fufceptible mind, and fhe prefervcd it 
with care, to be produced as an uncon- 
' trovertible evidence againft her daughter, 
on any future occafion. Her reply was 
diftated by great apparent kindncfs and 
oftcntatious urbanity. 



1x6 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

A fife thamfitre. Exceffive tmdernefs is 
Jofnethms troublejome. 

Soon after the Clermonts returned 
toSrannadme, the congratulatory vilicings 
commenced. Our fociety was unu- 
fually animated, by the exhilarating 
entertainment of anecdote and obfervation 
which this circumftance fupplied. As 
I have already anticipated the general 
conclufionSj and hate repetitions, 1 ihall 
haften to the defcription of a grand fete> 
given by Mr. Clermont, to the inhabit- 
ants of Danbury ; for in compliance 
¥^ith his father's wiflies^ he bad formed 
a parliamentary defign upcNi our ancitfit 
refpedable borough. 

The entertainment confided of a ball 
and fupper, given in the gardens; in 
which fuch of the company who chofe 
might appear in on affumed charafter. 
The bride arranged the plan of the enter- 
tainment^ 



A GOSSIP^S STORV. ^Y 

tamment, and perhaps fek a fecrec plea-i^ 
fure, that the fupcrior elegance of her 
tafte had now an opportunity of publickly 
difplaying itfelf. Every ornament was 
perfedtly rural, and the whole proceedings 
were adjufted with paftoral fimplicicy. 
In the attire of Calypfo (he prcfided as 
miftrefs of the feaft, and welcomed her 
guefts to her bower with an air of inimi- 
table fweemefs. Her Ulyffes hung with 
(enamoured eyes upon his fairenchantrefs, 
and forgot his father's fenatorial projefts : 
unlike his old archetype, who only re- 
membered Ithaca, even when firft infa- 
tuated by the Queen of Ogygia. 

The company afforded a great difplay 
of charafter, but not all tlriftly claffical. 
• Captain Target, with his head drcfled 
^a la Pigeon, a chapeau under his arm, 
and a fword, exhibited a tolerable modern 
Mars. Mifs Cardamum happily returned 
jFrorn Scarborough ia time for this fcfti- 
vity 5 rich in polite anecdote, and gayly 
decorated by fafhion. She treated us 
\?ith a very lively Diana^ in a pink farfenet 

jacket : 
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jacket: while Mifs Dolly Medium .dif- 
played as happy an imkation of Venus, 
in a white frock altered into a Grecian 
fymar for the occafion. For my own 
part, I was contented with the fimplei 
unambitious charafter of a (hepherdels, 
and put myfelf to no further expence 
than a few blue ribbands, with which I 
. metamorphofed my walking cane into a 

crook. , 

I thought the evening extremely agree- 
able, and returned home perfejfliy fatis- 
fied; but my unfortunate facility in being 

pleafed, expofes me to many inconveni- 
encies, and frequently obliges me to 
retraft the applaufe which is contro- 
verted by better judges. It was deter- 
mined in full confiftory, that the lights 
were ill difpofed, the ornaments childifh, 
the refrefliments parfimoniouffy fupplied, 
and the bride and bridegroom vifibly too 
much attached to each other, to pay pro- 
per attention to their friends. But what 
was mod lamentable, {o little regard had 
been paid to proper arrangement, with 

relpcft 
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refpeft to the dancers^ that the Captain 
and Mifs Dolly were placed below Mr. 
Inkle and Mifs Allbut, the connnnon 
brewer's daughter. This might indeed 
be the efFcft of chance, but fuch mif- 
fortunes nnuft be expeded from the 
heterogeneous mixture jumbled together 
on this occaHon. It was undoubtedly an 
infult to the Danbury patricians, to invite 
ibem on the fame eve ling with their 
plebeian neighbours, and a breach of the 
etiquette their prefcnt member, I^rd 
Grimbly, always obfervcd. As the Cler- 
monts were yeung people, it certainly 
proceeded from ignorance, but then a 
friendly hint fhould be given, that fuch 
innproprieties may be avoided in future. 

As thefc obfervations were not whifper- 
cd in clofets, they were detailed to Mrs. 
Patty, when fhe paid an extraordinary 
vifit to Mifs Lappel's in order to learn 
what was faid of the entertainment. As 
in the opinion of the fanguine Abigail, 
it had been a complete piece of pcrfedlion, 
fhe had anticipated the high encomiums 

' which 
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which would be paffcd upon her lady; 
and by implication upon hcrfclf, as a 
tnofl: able affiftant in produciag the happy 
effVd. Judge then of her aftonifhnnent 
to find it had been voted an abfolute bote, 
Mrs, Patty's tongue was not deficient in 
the grace of volubility, and (he certainly 
poured upon the calumniators a torrent 
of what might be termed retributive 
abufci but when we expeft a pancgyrick 
upon ourjehvesy to meet only an opportu- 
nity of abufing others^ is certainly a mor- 
tification. I can compare it to nothing 
but what a Roman general muft feel> 
who was only permitted an ovationj when 
he expeftcd a triumph. 

Patty's anger was too violent to eva- 
porate in defamatioA at Mifs Lappel's, 
and (he feized the firft opportunity to 
inform her lady what her enemies fa^id of 
her. Whenever my fair readers flre 
threatened with a fimrlar communication^ 
I will entreat thcm> for the fake of their 
future peace of mind, to reprefs the im* 
|>rod«nce of rifing curiofity, aa0 to frictiflc 

the 
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the injudicious or perhaps malevolent 
informer. Mrs. Clermont did not exert 
this ufeful felf-command, and Patty was 
too fond of ufing the acid in her mental 
ftimulants, to adhere rigidly to truth. 
She aggravated therefore the aggravations 
which Mifs Lappel, through her indig- 
nation at the ill ufage of fo good a 
cuftomer, had already fuppliedj and thus 
the Danbury critique upon Mrs. Cler- 
mont's fece champetre became at lafl: 
a moft highly coloured lampoon; capable 
of agitating a firmer mind than the faic 
entertainer potfeffed. How extremely 
hard it was to be difappointed^ in her 
firft attempt at gaining popularity 1 Ta 
be fo unexpeSedly difappointed too, ren- 
dered it ftill more provoking-, for every 
one of her gucfts had declared thcmfelvcs 
quite enchanted during the whole evenings 
One fatisfaftion ftill remained,— the Sym- 
pathy of an afFedlionate huft)and« She 
had made the entertainment on purpofe 
to oblige him, and doubtlefs he would 
warmly efpoufc her caufe againft a male- 
volent: 
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TolcBt world, . Her quarrel indeed was 
only with a very fmall part of the univerfej 
but injured people are fond of ufing inde- 
finite terms. 

It was at an inaufplcious moment that 
Marianne flew to impart to her dear 
proteftor the cruel injuries (he had re- 
■ceived. Mr. Giermont had employed 
the whole morning in attempting to 
flcecch a likcnefs of the fweet Calypfo, 
who had fo enchanted him a few evenings 
beibre. After many uofuccefsful attempts, 
he at laft executed a very promifing out- 
line} but whilft be was bending over 
it, with the mingled exultation of aa 
artift and a lover, a favourite fpanicl 
ru(hed into the room, and in its ecitafy 
at the fight of his mafter, leaped upoo 
the pallet, and entirely obliterated the 
unfortunate performance. 

Mr. Clermont had ever borne his 
father's peremptory behaviour and his 
mother's caprice with ftihmiffion afld 
deference. Bui the mandates of his 
Lordlhip ilTued in the compulfatory tone 
of 
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of a defpotick monarch, and received 
with fflent awe, were not calculated to 
eradicate any evil propcnfity, nor to 
inculcate any generous virtue. Fortu- 
nately his fon had received from nature 
an amiable, affedionate difpoficion ; and 
his uncorrupted mind, elevated by a 
fertile imagination, and the ftrong enthu- 
fiafm of early youth, gave a romantick, 
but engaging turn to his charader. From 
nature tso he received as foils to his 
virtues, impetuous paflions, and vche- 
.mence of temper j and thefe errors no 
^^ttrmX preupt taught him to fubdue; 
nor did the yet furer rule of paternal 
fxampU inculcate «h€ huportant duty of 
felf command. The reftraint which the 
prefence of his parents impofed was tem- 
porary, and his violence was flill more 
apparent when that curb was removed. 

On opening the door of the library, 
Mrs. Clermont furprized her huihand in 
the firft paroxyfms of anger ; corredling 
the trembling dog. Though her prefence 
had always ufed to harmonize his foul, 

it 
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it rather added to his vexation on thrs 
occafion. He wilhcd to have concealed 
from his Marianne every defcft in' bis 
own difpofition. He felt the refentment 
which rifes in the mind of perfons con- 
fcious of error; a refentment at firft 
extremely apt to fall upon thofe who 
happen to witnefs the fault, inftead of 
pointing the reproof to their own43ofom& 
To her terrified enquiries as to the caufe 
of his violence, he remained for fomc 
time filent, and at laft complained that (he 
had interrupted him, when he was mofl: 
particularly engaged. Mrs. Clermont 
immediately withdrew.* Her fpirits had 
'been previoufly agitated by Patty*s got 
fiping communications ; this was the firflr 
time fhe had ever fecn the " God of her 
Idolatry" in a light that obfcured his fop- 
pofed divinity. What a difcovery for 
one who meafurcd the virtues and the 
vices by a gigantick ftandard ! She 
reached her drefiing-room, and finking 
into a chair, fell into ftrong hyftef icks. 

Her 
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Her fcreams inftantly alarmed her 
family, and Mr. Clermont was the firib 
tp.fly to her alTiftance. His heart was 
candid and affeclionate^ and foon pene- 
trated by remorfe. He had correfited 
his^ dog for obliterating the portrait; 
but he had himfelf cruelly difcompofed 
the charming original. In the lively pangs 
of confipun^^tofty, he. flbog himfelf at her 
feet; terrified at the apprehenfion of her 
danger, he implored her forgivenefs, 
and ftyled himfelf the baftft of villains. 
No pungent aromatick could boaft the 
reviving power which his voice poffeflcd; 
bis gentle bride, with fobbing tendernefs, 
afilued him of her forgivenefs; but her 
delicate fram^ had been too much afFefted 
by the acucenefs of her fenfibility, immc* 
diately to. recover from the fhocic it had 
received. Mr. Clermont attended hcf. 
with the moft watchful folicitude; in«* 
treaties for pardon, and a^Turancci tha.t:il 
had been long ago granted, were repeated 
every minute 1 and if this unlucky inci« 
dent could be termed, the quwel o^Jove^fo 

15 it 
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k certainly confirmed ^^^ Pf, 
proving the " renewal of iove. ^ 

The lady's indifpofition "''^^ . 
obliged fome of the krv^^nts '** *^ J ^^ 
fcnc daring the eclairci/Temcoc . an 
uneducated minds are ever apt t" *^^^^ 
more than they know, and to ^^^^^^ 

what they really fee. the '^'><^";"f trnr 
was foon publiflicd, in a mvinerno ^ 
favourable to the wedded pair. ^^ ^c 
cious neighbours entered deeply tnt ^^^ 
difpote, and feemed willing to ^'^^"^ .^^^^^^ 

Clermont entire P^^'^^l^H^l^S been 
of « bafeft of villains," which he "^" ^^r. 

pleafed to affix to his own .^^^^^cc 
Indeed, general report brought no » ^.^^ 
to confirm this unqualified abufe } --acity 
candour permit us to <jueftion the . ^^^g_ 
of voluntary confeffion ? Our '"**^„ainft 
general, after bitterly inveig*»>'^S ^q„^ 
the guilt of hypocrify in a young P^ ^jf. 
refolved upon a permanent fitt^^^ ^^^ 
cover the latent depravity, ^^''^ ^,g. 

were certain mufl: cxift. And 'J^^^jcb- 
eutcd this taflc with a degree ot ^^^^^^ 
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fqhiefs, that would have done honour to 
Argus himfelf; who perhaps was the my- 
thological emblem of our fiftcrhood, 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

In wedlocky cbaraSIers may be toofimtlar td 
froduce harmony. "This axiom is f roved 
by a well-fought battle between femate 
weaknejs, and male fotly. 

\VhILE pity fang the plaintive 
dirge over the misfortunes of'' poor Mrs* 
Clermont,'* that lady had entirely re- 
covered from her indifpofition; and fully 
confiding in her hufband's aflurance, that 
flie fhould never behold ihtjmallejt error 
in his temper and condud again, (he 
yielded to the tranfporting refleftions 
which the expefted arrival of her dear 
Eliza Milton had excited. Several months 
had elapfed fince the friends had enjoyed 
the gratification of a perfonal intercourfc, 
. and though the important events which 
had ukcn place in that period had been 

defcribed 
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defer ibed by a very diffufe pen 5 yet, 
many circumftaoces would admit of for* 
thcr amplification, in which art both ladies 
were adepts. 

As I cannot conceive that It could be 
from the want of a proper relifli for the 
be?iuties of female converfation, that Mr. 
Clermont was not conftantly of the party, 
I^will afcribe his ab&nceto his commend- 
able wifh to gratify the fair friends widi 
opportunities of indulging the confidence 
they fo highly relifhed Delicacies are 
apt to fatiate the appetite, and to produce, 
iuch a whimdcal craving after novelty, 
as to render the coarfeft food palatable. 
The mod luxurious Epicures fometimcs 
prefcribe to themfelvts abftinence, ia 
order to excite the greater rclifh for an 
cxpefted dainty. Judging by thefe rules,. 
Mr. Clermont invited a party of young, 
friends to Stannadine, very foon after 
Mifs Milton's arrival. They had all 
been hisx companions at fchool as well 
a^atCoUegp, and their fociety had. been. 
prodv^^iye pf a thou(knd pleafures, before 

defpotick 
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defpotick love became the " i^efter 
paffion in bis breaft/' and ^* fwallowed 
up" every cotppetitor. 

The foils who -were thus introduced as 
a contrail to itttiAt Joftnefs were men of 
fortune^ aFiimated by youth and lively 
fpirics, and ekccedin^y difpofed to enjoy 
themfelves with their old friend. They 
beheld his happinefs wirii that fort c^ 
good-humoured envy> ^kh warm admi- 
ration is apt to infpire^ and i^hich, though 
it dcfires as fortunate a lot* for itfcif, hafs 
no malevolent wrfh to leflen the felicity 
^ of another. '^ Where did you meet with 
fuch an angel, Clermont ?" was the 
general exclamation y and the epithets 
«* Lucky dog !'* and *' Happy fellow !'* 
were interrupted by many hearty fhakes 
of the hand, and wiflies of long life and 
uninterrupted harmony. I Could here 
moralize upon the inftability of hum.OT 
wi(hc§. 

The young gentlemen were all pafCoii- 

attly fond of field fports ; it was thefeafon 

for enjoying them, and the furrounding 

VOL. II. E country 
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country was favourable to their defires. 
The reftlefs humour of their fex foon 
made them weary of fedeotary amufemcnts^ 
one propofed bunciDgy aoocher fiiootingi 
a third courfuig $ but Mrs. Clermopc's 
tender difpofition fopplied her with very 
ftroDg objeftions to all the three diver- 
iions, and (he looked with fo much hor- 
ror upon the cruel nature of thefe fports, 
as alnK>(l to deteft thofe who praftifed 
them. She defended the caufe of the 
dumb creation^ with all the irrefiftibk 
graces of plaintive oratory ; and as her 
infinuating countenance, no leis than her 
words, was peculiarly adapted to lofceo 
the hearts of her opponents, the majority 
ieemed more than half convinced, aod 
inclined to give up their darling purfuit 
But one of the young A&eons, (by name 
Aubrey,) pofieffing more humour than 
implicit deference, encountered the fair 
pleader with a great (bare of agreeahk 
vivacity, at the moment that her triumph 
i^as going to be acknowledged. He 

gayly afcribcd the convmiferacion the 

ladies 
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ladies generally expreJTe^ for the iiifieringai 
of animals of chafe> to fyonpathy^ arifing 
fronn the recolledion of thcu own terrors^ 
while expoied to the perfecutions of thq 
grand purfuer Man, He cautioned then) 
agatnft the dangerous^ though generous 
defign^ of diverting the jffboU attention 
of that mifchievous creature from other 
objeAs of prey, to therafelves; and be 
illuftrated his argument with fo many 
whimfical ideas, that a loud laugh an« 
nounced his vidory* Neither Mrs^ 
Clerrhont^ nor her echo Mifs Milton, 
dared to oppofe their lively antagonift^ 
and a (hooting party was fixed for the next 
morning, to which Mc* Clermont was 
prevailed on u> accede, though he had 
in reality no relilh for the fport. 

The company had nofooner retired 
than Mrs, Clermont began to exert her 
influence to detach her hu/band from 
what (he termed an inhuman diverfion. 
Certainly (hooting could appear no better^ 
when her lively imagination had embel* 

. lifbed the terror of the poor birds which 

E 2 had 
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hid efcapcd, the rrtifery of fuch as 
irerc wounded, the anguifli of the dying, 
and ibe grief of the furvi4K>r6. Mr. Cler- 
mont htUrcily wJftcd he could have te- 
f rafted Ms fn<oni^fe; but as it had been 
given, thought he muft adfitte to it. His 
kdy had now a new catrfe for diflbafion. 
Accidenrs ofen happened with gun$, 
' and as nothing but hi^ (laying at home 
would pacify her, he at length acquiefced 5 
but fo unwiHingly, that tie fpcnt the re- 
mainder of the night in Anticipating the 
aukward appearance he (hould make to 
his expefting friends in the morning. 
This apprehenfioft was hot ill-foundtdj 
the apologies he had framed were too 
jejune .to be adrhitted ; the real qaufe of 
bis abfcnting hinnfelf ^as inftantly gueflefl, 
and a loud laugh excited j which Mr. 
Clermont afFefted to parry With great 
bravery. 

A jeft upon the fubjeO: of fernate 
tifurpation is dreadfully gritting to lordly 
iiian, and it* is peculiarly fo when (as in 
the prefcnt inftance) it happens to apply- 

Mr. 
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Mr.. Ckrmont declined his lady's invi« 
tatfof) to breakfaO^ and as (005 aS; his 
friends, had k^ ofT^ retired tio his library^ 
and there coatinaed to pace the room 
with deftrkory fteps;- frequently imagining 
be had caught a glimpfe of the chains 
which Hymew \%JufpiEttd to' wear under 
his long fafFron mantle. 
. Rcfpe^ting the real exiftence of theft 
faid chaiosj I, as an old niaid^ muit ooc 
bf^ aHowed to give aaf decided opinion ; 

\m ^ th^ »ery apprshwlSpa. of liienn 

Jbast ^a' k»i>wp; to ^tw^ ipany of the 

f* J^ds: Qf tlf^ crcatiofi"; ff^ni^k, I con*- 

ftajDtljr- advifc.^y jncwly-oa^rried friends 

tPrepdf avp^qr ^ mj^ch a? poffible t.o diverjt 

their hufbands* attention fronn thi$ terrible 

bugbear. ^ I intreat them to hold, the reins 

of government (if by great chance c6m«> 

mittcd jco their hands) with' cihcqmfpeft 

propriety, and to furrender them the 

moment that the poffeffioa of them be* 

comes difputed* . . * . 

Dinner fummoned the party again 

together* The'ypung Iporrfmen, delighted 

E 3 With 



^4; A- GOSSIP'S STORY. 
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with the pleafures they had enjoyed^ were 

in moft excellent fpirits ; but the fretful 

vexation which appeared in Mr. Cler- 

niont's look and manner effeflually fup- 

prcflfed the indulgence of genuine mirth. 

A forced converfation was faintly fup*^ 

portedj and the ladies foon withdrew. 

The bottle then began more freely to 
tirculate, and Mr, Clernnont's chagrin 
was not proof to the general hilarity it 
infpired* Old fchool exploits were then 
recollected with infinite ialisfa6lion> and 
the claffical enjoyments which College 
had produced loft none of their attick 
zed by repetition. In (hort, mirth and 
good-humour were completely re-efta- 
blifhed in the dining-room, 

Mrs. Clermont was in the mean time 
indulging in 4 luxury, of which I would 
prefcribe a moft temperate ufe to all young 
wives: I mean» thi dangerous plcafurc 
of unreferved confidence, with what is 
termed a io/om friend. The ruin of wed- 
ded peace may often be afcribed to fuch 

iryudicipus comnminicarions. To what 

purpofc 
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purjpofe is it to talk over an hu(baixi''s 
errors^ or the Ktde vexatbtis which may 
be cafually jehdured' from hirHy uolefi tq 
quicken our fenfibility^tokeepourmind^ 
and our tempers in 4i painful irritable 
ftace, and to prevent that happy forget- 
fulneis which is in many inftances the 
greateft blefling we can enjoy i 

Mr. Clernu>nt's ilUhunnour was too 
apparent to c(cape Mifs Milton's obfer« 
vatron, and Marianne's ftreaming tears 
evinced her painful ienfe of it. Encou- 
taged by the pleafing fympathy of her 
friend^ Ihe indifcreetly related every little 
incident which had before occurred of a 
difagreeable natures and the adventure 
in the library was largely difcuflcd, toge- 
ther with Mr. Clermont's anxiety at her 
rllnefsj and his folemn promifes of never 
again giving way to ill-humour» Inftead 
of confidering a breach of that engage- 
ment as a conllitutional defeft, or a 
tranfient forgctfuln^cfs, and therefore but 
a venial error, Mifs Milton aggravated 
- it into wanton perjury and confummate 

£ 4 cruelty. 
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erueltf. &be had no malevolent def^n 
in (o doing, but fli« had never made any 
obfervations upon real Jifc; ^nd Mr, 
Clero^ont's prelent behaviour was cer- 
tainly very oppofice to the perfedt excel* 

Ififlce and perfect feUciry which exids ia 
the land of Hymen ;— as defcribed in the 
Ucopian geography of many modern 
novelift^. 

• "Ah, my dtareft Marianne," cried the 
aSedionate but! imprudent Mifs MiltoDi 
<' are you indeed united to a lordly fpirir, 
infenfible of the vaiue of your lovely 
tendernefs, your charming fenfibility ? 

I obferved you at table, and felt aftonifhed 
that Mr. Clermont could refill thfe fofc 
complaining anguiih that appeared in 
yowr countenance. Hark ! — No I am- 
Bot miftaken, the gentlemen are extremely 
lively now. They can enjoy thcmfelves 
as foon as the reftraint which we impofed 
is removed. Good Heaven ! and have I 
lived to fee my Marianne an impediment 
to her hufband's happinefs V 

'^ My 
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: 5* My father'^ cautipns," rcfuinf d Mrs. 
Clermonr, ** poiftted o^it to me all tbcfi? 
<t^ils) but I (£d hope that M,t Ckroipnt 
would prove an. exception to the general 
rule. . Too pfeioiy dOi I.difcQver that. my 
iociieiry. hzs loft its wonted fefcinaciop, 
AUs I my heart wiH ever be uaalterabl^ 

•hU, -even if tip continues to treat n^ 

ii<9f e a. ftid^ifli interruj>iion prevented 
^n ifi^m^ pracusding^ aod /gives me an 
cqipbrciulity of clcfng my chapter* 

CHAP. 3^XIX. : 
i^mi^en tmi^mned hyd^ftrHion. • 



» • » 



.M.H. Gcrmont and his friendSs rpfe 
from table ki higb fpirtts, and proceeded 
to thc'di'awiiig-rbbm in the gayhope of 
fpending a pleafant <ev^nifi^. The/^rft 
obje6fe they behekl < Was -Mrs. Cfet n>oac 
rifing from the fopht, and loofening her 

s 5 haDds 
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hands from Mifs Milton's ; her eyes red 
and fwoUeni and her cheek wet with tears.* 

Confured, furprifed, and perhap>s fe*-^ 
cretly afhamed of a weaknefs (he had not 
time to conceal, flie could only anfwer 
the general enquiry of what was the matter, 
with a complaint of ihdifpodtion ; and 
ieizing her friend's arm, hurried to hfer 
apartment. Mr. Clermont followed, foU 
of real anxiety, but when he tenderly 
enquired into the nature of her complaint, 
ihe only anfwered him with a {ok figh^ 
and a requeft that he would not diftrefs^ 
her. 

Lady G. (in Sir Charles Grandifon) 
<!on)plain8, that mediators and mediatrizes 
had extended her whimfical difputes with 
her lord, and given them a more ferious 
afpeft than die defigned. There can be 
no doubt that the prefent fracas between 
our young people woukl have terminated 
as eafily as the laft, if Mifs Milton had 
not been feized with the warm Knight^ 
errantry of friendfliip. Conceiving that 
the timid Marianne wanted an orator to 

open 
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open her caure> ihc informed Mr. Cler* 
mont that his wife's uneafinefs had pro* 
ceeded from his evident .ill humour, and 
ihe requefted him to confider what kind 
of treatment gentlenefs and fenfibility re- 
quired. 

To borrow a pbrafe from the vocabu- 
lary of Bacchus, Mr. Clermont was a 

. little elevated, and confequently felt 
the high* dignity of man too warmly to 
fubmit to reproof* ^' Does Mrs. Cler- 
mont, Madam," (aid he, '^ appoint you 
the judge of my behaviour V* Then turn- 
ing to his lady, he defired her for her 
cwn fake to behave with more propriety, 
and then humming a favourite tune, he 
rejoined his companions. 

Neither my hero nor my heroine were 
models of prudence. Mr. Clermont's 
renewed vexation was ftrongly writcen^ in 
his face, and he was too nnuch agitated 
to evade his friends' enquiries. They were 
quite in a difpofition to enjoy /4in, with- 
out retaining fufficient judgment to diftin- 
humour from mifcbicf. A grand 
s 6 rebellion 
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rebellion agairrft female influence was re* 
fdved upon, and as fuch projeAs always 
fucceed beft when reafon is entirely 
banilhcd, they all determined to fpend 
the evening in high jollity j and to call 
in Champaign and Burgundy as glorious 
auxiliaries^ for the Supporting of male 
authority, and for humbling a wife's 
ipirit. 

As Mr, Clermont's heart, in fpite of 
his refentmcnt, could not be wholly ^icn- 
ated from his Marianne, he was the firft 
ta quicken the circulation of the glafs, 
in order to filence the reproaches which 
he could not endure. The hours of nigbt 
' flew rapidly away, enlivened by what the 
gentlemen called, Anacreontick falliesr 
About twelve o'clock, Mrs. CIern>pnt 
difpatched a requell to fpeak with her 
hufband ; bat the general voice choruied 
his anfwer, that be was particularly erii 
gaged, and could not leave his party titt 
the morning. 

If the gay Bacchanalians, perceived the 
« broad pinions of tinac fwifter than th« 

wind i" 
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windi** to poor Mrs. Clermont he ap- 
peared " to creep dccrepid with old 
age." Unkindncfs muft ever fall with 
fevereft weight on thofe who have ever 
been accuftomed to extreme indulgence. 
Mifs Milton'^s incerpofuion had indeed 
been able to aggravate a trivial vexation 
into ' a real for row, but it was utterly 
incapable of healing the anguifh a tender 
mind endured> while labouring uhdfcr 
the known difpleafure of a beloved BuC^ 
band. 

Mrs. Clermont flung hcrfelf upon the 
bedj pretending flcepinefs, but in reality 
to etcape from the impertirieiice of con^ 
folation ; wbicK adrntntftei^ed* no relief to 
her agonized heart. Her an):iou$ friend 
infifted upon watching her flumbers, afiid 
pofitively refufed to quit her chamber. 
Thiis fond attenttoD, ccmtrsifted. with M^ 
Clermont's cruel negleft, rendered the 
latter but more ap|;)ftreiit»aad fixed another 
dagger i5 Marianne's breaft; BeAd0» 
her faithful Patty believing her lady to be 
alleep, beg^n a coDveifation in audible 

whi/pers 



/ 
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whifpers with Mifs Milton, of which the 
following was the prefatory fpeech. 

'< Pray, Madam, what can be the matter 
between my matter and my lady ? though 
I always thought they would fbon fall out, 
for Mifs Lapftcl has told me, that atl the 
people in Danbury fay, Mr. Clermont 
is the greateft villain in the world.*' 

" Hufli 1" faid Mifs Milton^ '« fo I ana 
afraid ; but don't lee your lady hear yovt 
for the world/' 

« O," replied Patty, " flie is faft aflccp^ 
^Tis a (hocking thing. Madam, chat (he 
fhould be J9 married. The fweetefti 
beft tempered creature in the world." 

<* It » incfeed a fatal engagement,'' 
faid Mrs. Clermont to herfelf, but her 
clefire to hear more kept her fikat. 

** Pray, Mrs. Patty, do you know how 
this match was brought about ?*' enquired 
Mifs Milton. 

<< It was my old Lord's doings^ Madam. 
To be fure there muft be a fate in thefe 
things. Perhaps they wanted money at 
the Park; but I think it was not fo 

neither. 
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neither. Mr. Clermont never let my 
lady have any reft s teaze, teaze; bucfuch 
hot love is generally foon cold^ as the 
faying is." 

•* Not always fo,'* returned Mifs Mil- 
ton, «* but only with fuch ungrateful 
wretches as he." 

«* Wretches indeed. Madam, Well, 
to be fure, you only fay what all the world 
does of hit!)." 

Here Mrs. Clermont's agony could no 
longer be fupprefled. She fell into violent 
fits, and it was at this period that the 
roeflage was fent to Mr. Clermont, and 
the anfwer returned, which I have before 
ftated. The footman was again difpatched 
to fay that his lady was extremely il]| 
but be judging his mafter's prefence, in 
the ftate he then was, could afford no con- 
fplation, brought for anfwer that.Mr. 
Clermont was extremely forry, butKa% 
Mras unable tOiaftend hen 
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CHAP. XXX. 

Human paffions, like tbe/ea, vary from 
tempefts to Jullen calms. 

1 HE night paHed in fcenes of dif- 
frafUon } I (hall now uiher in the morning. 

Mrs. Clermont,exhaufted by her ftrong 
emotions^ funk into a (lumbcf, in which 
flie' had coQUQued a few hours, when Mr. 
Cleroianc and his friends awoke. A coi>- 
fufed recolle^ioa of what bad pafl<d> 
mingled with a)uch iecret cpmpunAion ^ 
for thcdelightd of tDC^perance will never 
.ftand d&e tell of i:etuf ntng rcafon; , 

Thevifitanci, on tKliqg inarmed th^t 
M^s. Ckrnnofit wa$. exoeediagly i6diff)o^d> 
Jixiged that tl^eir renoahuAg looger at 
StanAadine woukl be a great idiproprietys 
and defiroQS to remedy a& £v aa pof&bfe 
the evil they had eaufedj . at ^aising^ leave 
of Mr. Clermont, ftrongly urged him to 
an immediate reconciliation with his lady. 
Shocked at the idea that the world fhould 

kno\if , 
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know tbac he and , his beloved Marianne 
were at variance, he fat agitated by the 
mod fcnfible regret, which his friends 
drove to diminifli, by foftcning his 
offence into a venial failing. 

The mooient their carriages drove off, 
Mr, Clermont went into his wife's apart- 
ment ; but not with that lively tranfporC 
which is cxprcflive of the happy hufband* 
She had jud rifen from her bed, and did 
I indulge myfelf in the ufc of fimilies, 

I might now judly apply the trite one, 
of a broken lily wet wkh rain. Her pal^^ 
dejefted afpedt heightened in Mn Cler- 
mont'a mind the tender fenHbilicy which 
refentment and inebriety had obfcuredi 
he folded her ia his arms, and with im« 
pafHoned agony befought tver to forgive 
him. Mrs. Clermont aOared him that 
(he did, but her averted eye, and half* 
diBed fobs, gave no pleafing confirma-i^ 
tion to her words. 

Mr. Clermont walked to the window 
mortified and dejcfled. Undoubtedly 
he was too arrogant in expeding his recent 

provoca- 
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provocations could be immediately for* 
gotten^ and himfelf received with a com- 
pTacenc fmile. I am^ howevef, afraid that 
the generality of huibands^ from the high 
idea they enteruin of their own fuperiority^ 
would be apt to think a wife very capricious 
who (hould retain her refentment after they 
have made the fiigbieft conceflion; Men 
are remarlabfy tenacious of their opinions^ 
and 0nce protraAing a domeftic quarrel 
muft always be at the hazard of future 
happtnefij I muft advife my iex to be 
*^ eafily enrreated/' I can aflbre them 
that a placid Imilc will convey a very 
ibrcible reproof to a generous heart con- 
ilious of error, and that forgivenefs is 
not the li/s valuable becaofe it is cbcer-^^ 
fully beftowed. 

After a moment's hefitation^ Mr. Cler- 
mont determined upon another eflFcAf 
** You have been iU» my dear," faid he, 
*« I hope you are better." A faint affirm- 
ative was the only reply, *« I conjure 
you, Marianne, by all our former bappi- 
nefe, dx> not treat me with iodifFerence, 

I feel 
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I feel more compunflion than I can ex* 
prefs when I recoiled the paft; but let 
this acknowledgment fuffice. Banith the 
events of yefterday from your remem- 
brance* Give me your hand, and promifd 
to think of them no more." She coldly 
gave her hand, and with a forced fmilc 
uttered the defined promife. 

Though it would be very entertaining 

to a profeffcd goflip, to follow our young 

couple's proceedings in a journal-like 

narrative^ the apprehenfion of not meeting 

with the congenial foul of a fifter-goiTip 

in my readers, impofes brevity. The 

Clernntonts continued to' behave to each 

other for fortic weeks with civility inftead 

of tendernefs, and with attention inftead 

of confidence and harmony. The con* 

verfation (he had overheard between Mil* 

Milton and Patty, cruelly agitated her 

mind, and induced her to view all her 

hufband's aftions with the alkance eye of 

fufpicion } while her knowledge of the 

violence of his temper impofcd a fort of 

terrified compliance. Mr. Clermont, on 

the 
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the cootrary, attributed his Marianne's 
melancholy rcferve to an innplacaUe dif- 
poficion^ and feeling unwiliiiig to gratify 
her pride by any further fubn^iffion, he 
permitted his attachment for his once 
adored idol infenfibly to decline. 

After having for fome time filcfttlji 
endured the agonizing terrori which th^ 
iear of an hufband's uowoFcbineis rauft 
excite in an ingenuous hearty Mrs. Cter^ 
inont unfortunately refolved to diiburtbeo 
her mind,, by coafeiTing to Miis MHton 
that (he bad overheard the convecfatioi 
between her and Patty» That lady caa* 
didly acknowledged^ thdC the violett 
epithets (he had ufed agai<)ft Mr.. Ckr^ 
mont, proceeded from her liyely incerdft 
iQ (kp ftiend's fufi^rings^ and not hoio 
her knowledge of any fecrec depravity; 
« But," added (be,, " I am afraid your 
maid can give yoi^ further information." 

" Will my inquiries be juftifiable, and 
to what purpofc will they tend ?" refumed 
Mrs. Clermoat* 



cc 



They 
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" Thty will at leaft relieve the anguifli 
of fijfpenfc, and if he appears innocent, 
yotir harmony will be in fonne degree 
reftored ; if the contrary, you will 
have rhe connfort of knowing the worft, 
and the fooner 700 are feparated from a 
AepravedJiuiband— •• 

^* Separated !" — exclai'mfed Mrs, Cler- 
niont, turning pafc With terror; " for 
Heaven^s fake, Eliza, how could you fug- 
ged fuch an horrid idea ? you lixtle jcnow 
with what paffionate attachment my heart 
fe irrevocably his. But let us change the 
fubjeft, for I will make no inquiries that 
n^ay lead to fuch a horrid cataftropheJ" ' 

** Aft as you judge bed,*' returned 

Mifs Mrlton ; " I have only mentioned 

^hat an attachment like that you exprefs 

Wo61d urge me to do. I confefs/uncert^m- 

fy fctms to me the mod dreadful of all 

Conditions i and rqcollefl, my dear, that 

the event. you. {hudder at, is at all times 

opcionat^le, and not the certain confe* 

qucoce ot your endeavouring to rc-ajQTurc 

your mind/* 

To 



110 A GOS5IP*S STORY. 

To this fallacious reafoning, Mrs. Cler- 
mont weakly yielded her " better judg- 
ment/' and Patty, was applied to for fur- 
ther information. Mr. Clermont's be- 
haviour had been ib truly inofienfive in 
every refpe6lj but in the indances I have 
detailed^ that Patty had nothing new to 
communicate ; but out of her great zeal 
to make her lady eqfy^ (he undertook the 
office of fpy upon her mailer's condud, 
and opened an indire£); communicatioa 
with the Danbury infpefbors. 

Nothing however could be procured 
but petty detrafiions and general invec^ 
tlvej fo evidently the refult of malice, 
as to be even in Patty*% opinion undeferv- 
ing of repetition. During the courfe of 
thefe inquiries, Mifa Milton terminated 
her vifit ; Mr. Clermont's mind was ftill 
fb little in unifon with his Marianne's, that 
he rejoiced at the departure of a perfoo, 
who he perceived was honoured with that 
confidence and thofc marks of affedion 
which he believed to be exclufively his 

right, 
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Tight, while (he bitterly regretted the 
abfence of her dear companion. 

The happinefs of the Clermonts Coon 
aifumed a more favourable appearance. 
The indefatigable Patty could hear nothing 
that was of fufficient importance to difturb 
it, and her lady indulged the hope that the 
expreffions which had fa deeply dtfturbed 
her mind, were only ^< un weighed words,'' 
or thoughtlcfs repetitions of the vague ca- 
lumnies of envy and aialevpknce. She 
and Mr. Clermont equally fek the pain of 
difcord, and they began infenfibiy to re- 
aflfume the tender affe£ttonate behaviour 
which had endeared the early hours of 
their union ; when this fair promife of fe« 
licity was interrupted by aa unfortunate 
incident. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Very palatable to the Lords of the CreatioUy 
as it exhibits them in the pojfej/ion of 
plenitude of Power. 

In compliance with her friend's part- 
. ing rcqucft, Mrs. Clernrront had given a 
folemn promifc of continuing her journal ; 
and as it was to be truly circumftantial, it 
-neccflarily employed great part of her 
time. While th'us engaged, fhc generally 
locked her door tp prevent interruption j 
but one day having unfortunately forgoc- 
tpnthat precautiop, Mr. Clermont fudden- 
ly appeared. Three flieets of paper had 
been filled ready to difpatch ; to fay the 
truth, they were as innocent a compofitioa 
as ever iffued fr^m a female pen : but as 
they contained a repetition of what had 
paffed in converfation between herfelf and 
huA>and, , with ccTmments on the happy 
change in his behaviour, (he anxioufly 
wilhed to conceal them from him i and 

5 on 
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on his playfully attempting to take thenct 
from her, fhc threw them into the firc> 
and watched them till confumedj with 
ferious folicitude. 

Mr. Clermont*s mind was not whollf 

free from the meannefs of fufpicion^ and he 

felt deeply mortified at the idea of a wife's 

concealing fecrets from him> which (he 

implicitly confided to another. He fup« 

prelTed hi^ chagrin at the moments but 

iince his curipfity to penetrate into this 

interdicted correfpondence was irrefiftibley 

he determined to ufe any means to deve« 

lope the myftery. 

He foon procured a letter of Mifs Mil- 
ton*s^ and upon brea]uog the feal^ realized 
the proverb rcfpeding the fate of fufpici- 
Cus people^ for certainly the firfl: para^ 
graph was not very complimental to him« 
felf: it follows,— 

^. " Do not, my dearcft Marianne, think 010 
infenfible of the pleafure you cxprefs, at 
your huH^and's appearing confcious^of hi$ 
' cruel injurious treatment of you ; i rejoice 
that your nneqk fenfibility at laft ferms .to 

VOL. II. F tou(^i 
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touch his heart with rcmorfcr, may the 
compunftion be lading! But oh, my fwect 
friendy guard againft the amiable fufcep- 
tibilijy of your temper, nor any longer 
fix yoiir happinefs in the frail promifes of 
weak irritable man, RecoIleA your fi- 
thcr^s admirable precepts, and contradt 
your fond afFcclion for one who never de-' 
fcrved, and does not return it/' 

If Mr. Clermont had poffeflcd fufficient 
patience to perufe the whole Jetter, he 
would have found the afperity of tliis para- 
graph foftened by feveral conceflions in 
his favour, and would have perceived the 
epithets *' weak" and " irritable^" which 
had moft piqued hira, were in reality in- 
tended as a cenfure upon his whole fex. 
But his paflion entirely overcame him, and 
flying to his lady's apartment, he perennp- 
torily charged her immediately to break 
off all connection with an artful, ba(e ca- 
lumniator, who under the fpecious maflc 
of friendfliip, dared to interfere in the 
facred concerns of wedlock, and to tra- 
duce a- hufband's character even to his 

•' wife. 
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wife. He concluded with a threaty that 
iffhe rcfufed immediate compliance, (he 
fhould never fee him more; and afrcr thus 
juftifying Mifs Milton's fentiments by his 
condu6V, Tic tore the letter info a hun- 
dred pieces, and rulhed q^it of the room. 
Mrs. Clermont remained for fome mo- 
ments ftupified with furprife, and gazing 
upon the fragments, in which fhe recog- 
nized the writing of her dear Eliza. Tears, 
her ufual refource, at length came to her 
relief, -and (lie was indulging in a very 
plentiful flow, when a fervant entering the 
room, announced the arrival of Mr. and 
Mifs Dudley : Marianne flew to nhect 
them, and for a moment forgot her for- 
row in their embraces. 

I muft now account for their fudden 
arrival. Mr. Dudley was hafl:ened to 
London by letters from his agent, inform- 
ing him that a clear difcovery had been 
niade of the long fufpefted villany of the 
elder Tonnereau, and that in conlequpnce ^ 
he was taken into cuftody j Louifd's ardent 
defirc to fee a fifler, whofe letters had for 

F 2 fome 
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fomc time betrayed an expreflion of tender 
melancholy, induced her to expedite her 
intended vifit to Stannadine. 

Mrs. Clermont did not wait for their 
inquiries to explain the reafon for the tears 
which dill fwam in her radiant eyesj (he 
frankly owned that her father had formed 
the jufteft eftimate of the married ftate, 
but added, that perhaps even i&^ would not 
have cxpe6ted that Mr. Clermont's love 
Ihould already have fo far evaporated, as 
to permit him to infift upon her abandon- 
ing a friend, who had been the chief blelT- 
ing of her life. She fobbed out her refo- 
lution never to renounce her Eliza, and 
then afked if her lot was no; that of pecu- 
liar mifery ? 

" No, my child," faid Mr. Dudley, 
'• you only participate in the ills common 
to humanity ; and 1 have a fatisfadion in 
refleding, that the troubles arifing from 
contrariety of temper and opinion, may be 
remedied by prudence and conccflion. 
Mr. Clermont has doubilefs reafons to 
urge for this peremptory ftyle, Where is 

1m;? 
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he ? I muft fee him, and bring about aa 
immediate explanation." 

A fcrvant being fuiiTnnoned, informed 
them, that his mafter was gone out on 
horfcback, and had refufcd any attend- 
ance. Mrs. Clermont's diftrcfs now af- 
fumed the appearance of phrenzy, from 
apprehenfions refpeding the fafety of the 
pcrfon, whom Ihc a few moments before 
confidered as a relentlcfs tyrant. Every 
domcdick was difpatched in fearch of the 
dear fugitivcj and fcarcely could the efforts 
of her father and fifter reftrain her from 
joining them. 

Intelligence at length arrivedj that he 
iiadl3een fcen on the road to the parkj 
Mrs. Clermont now earneftly prefled her 
father to follow him, and to conjure hin;i 
itnmediately to return home. Nothing 
elfe could alleviate her anxiety, and hav- 
ing obtained this promife from Mr, Dud- 
ley, (he became tolerably calm. 

Louifa's heart not only melted with pity 
for her fifter*s wild diftrefs, but for the 
filent anguilh which opprefled her de- 

F 3 jefted _ 
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jc(5led father. • She knew his mind. had 
lately received an additional weight of 
anguifh, from the apprehenfion that he mud 
cither engage in a criminal profecution, 
againfl: a man with whom he had formerly 
lived in the (Irideft bond of friendfhjp, or 
tile fufFer a nefarious villain to ^fcape 
punifhment; *' My dear father," faid 
Louifa to herfelf, while her fitter was in 
the extre-nuft paroxyfms of grief, ^' with 
Vvhat calm dignity do you fupport for- 



row ?" 



Having perfuaded Marianne to recjific 
on the fofa for a few minutes, Ihe fol- 
lowed her father to the door, to breathe 
her ardent wiflics for the fuccefs of his 
embafly ; " I do not fear," replied Mr. 
Dudley, " but that I fhall perfuadc Mr. * 
Clermont to return i do you exercife your 
influence over your fifter, and conjure her 
to abandon a friend, who I fufpeft has 
adled'a moft'indefenfible part 5 if (he 
yields, her hufband will probably be afnam- 
ed of his unmanly violence. My fears, 

Louifa, were but too juft. -They have 

good 
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good hearts, and a real afFedion for each 
other ; but Marianne is parried to a nnan 
as enthufiaftical and imprudent as hcrfelf. 
How difgraceful are thcfe baby quarrels ! 
how ridiculous thefe high theatrical paf- 
fions, which fubjefl theoi to the laugh of 
the neighbourhood! nay, wprfe, which 
point out to artful villany, means where- 
by it may effeSually undermine domeftick 
happinefs." 

Mifs Dudley exerted all her efoquence, 

to perfuade Mrs. Clermonf/to confent to 

jany terms of reconciliation her hufband 

ihould impofe 5 her arguments were an- 

fwcred by declamatory flouriflies on the 

inviolable fanftity of friend(hip, and the 

juftice of defending one whofe zeal, if 

allowed to be imprudent, was yet the rc^ 

fult of pure afFcftion, 

' Mr. Dudley was not more fuccefsful in 

his mediation ; Mr. Clermont, after an 

exaggerated detail of his provocation, 

urged the fond idolatry with which he 

had loved his Marianne, and her ingratitude^ 

in hcfitating to facrifice to his juji refent- 

F 4 « . ment 
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ment her blind partiality for a dangerous 
-woman, whoaffuntied the pretext of fricnd- 
Ihip, to further her execrable defigns 
againft his peace* Lord Clernnont, though 
lefs violent than his fonj vfdLsJirmly of opi- 
nion, that the intimacy with Mifs Milton 
muft be immediately terminated ; and 
Lady Clermont, who happened unfortu- 
nately to be at the park, took this opportu- 
-nity to vent her farcaftick malignity. She 
termed Marianne a well-meaning young 
creature, but to her certain knowledge, 
tOQ deficient in her ideas of propriety, to 
be entirely intrufted with her own con- 
diia. 

Mr. Dudley checked the refentment of 
wounded pateri^al aflFcfbion, by recolle£t« 
ing his eharafler of mediator. He gave 
up Mifs Milton*s condufk as wholly in« 
defenfible; and in general condemned 
confidents as dangerous to matrimonial 
peace. But he urged the propriety of 
gently loofening thole ties, which though 
abfolutely fantaftick, had a real influence 

over his daughter's mind. The very word 

Mr, 
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Mr. (Clermont had ufcd (facrifice) im- 
plied rcluftancej, and he pointed out how 
much more di firablc ic was that her reafon 
fhould be Convinced rcfpefting the im- 
propriety of her friend's conduct, and 
conlcqucntly the ncceffity of diiTolving 
the connection ; than, that a fuJden oreach 
fhouldrbe innpofed upon her, as an aft 
of obedience. In the former cafe, Mr. 
Clermont might exped his wife would 
foon look up to him with graceful de- 
ference, for having relcued her from a 
dangerous error i in che latter, a rccol- 
* leflion of the violent meafures which had 
been t-ken, would induce her to honour 
her fevered fricnd with a regret of which 
flie was unwo thy. In conciufion, he 
t)rged his fon-in-law to a generous uncoil- 
duional return, by Die coniideraiion how 
powerfully luch a conccffiun would affect 
his daughter's heart. 

Lady Clermont here interfered, and 
prevented thefe arguoients from deter- 
• mining the yielding hun>and« She pro- 
duced the letter in which the incautious 

F 5 but 
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but well-intentioned Marianne had con- 
fefled, that weaknefs and precipitate con- 
fidence were her conftitutional failings* 
Her Lady (hip prevented all the imprefllon 
the unqueflionable ingenuoufneis of this 
acknbwledgoient might have made, by 
obferving that Ihe had long ago entirely 
forgiven the little offence which this letter 
was meant to palliate, and only produced 
it as a proof of the indifputable neccflity 
of her fon's fupplying the firm decifio0> 
which the dear creature confeflcdly wanted, 
and of his rcfcuing his amiable wife from 
fuch a dangerous friend as Mifs Milton 
was. This opinion met with general 
approbation, and Mr. Dudley, on bis 
return to his daughter, recommended 
unconditional fubmiflSon, as the only ternis 
on which Mr. Clermont would confent 
to return home. 

" I do not," faid he to Mrs. Clermont, 
** now urge your determination by com- 
mon motives. Every thing which ought 
to ht mofl: dear and facred to you, is at 
ftake« It is not four months fince t(re 
15 world 
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^world faw you enter into nnarriagc, under 
the happieft ^aufpiccs of mutual love, 
Yoyr difagrecments cannot be concealed, 
and the nnoft candid will hardly be able 
to perfuade themfelves that they could 
. have proceeded to this length, without 
fomewhat' criminal on one fide at lead. 
Let your ftory, my dear girl, be told even 
by a partial friend, believe me the prU- 
.dent part of the world will feverely re- 
-probate an attachment (though to a 
female) to which you can refolve to facri- 
fice the higher duties you have recently 
bound .your.fclf, by the moft folemn and 
mviolable oaths, to fulfil..'* 
, ** Are then thp names of wife and friend 
incompatible ?" exclaimed Mrs. Clermont* 
*' I win give you my opinion on that 
fubjeft hereafter, at prefent the known 
duty of a wife calls upon you for imme- 
diate performance. .Rilk not your future 
Ijappinefs by any further delay. Take 
your, pen, and di<5late an adieu to Mifs 
Milton. It may be afFedlionate, but let. 
it be determined j and. then recal your . 

F 6' hufband 
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hufband whilft it is yet in your power to 
■ reeal him." 

. Mrs. Clermont reluftantly complied. 
Her letter to her Eliza was blotted with 
tears, and incoherent through diftrefi. 
After one gentle reproof, it was filled with 
copious complaints againft the hard ne- 
ceflity which impofcd a reparation, and 
with proteftations of inviolable regard. 
To theft fond ebullitions of lovc^ Mi6 
Dudley Subjoined a foftencd narrative of 
the events which had led' to the prohibi- 
tion 5 and (he urged Mifs Milton, by all 
her regard for her Marianne's future peace^ 
not to attempt to difpute its validity. 

I will infert Mrs. Clermont's letter to 
her hufl>and — 

* <« I have complied with your injun6Hons, 
and have given up for you the friend 
witofe ^ffcAion conftituted my chief 
felicity for fourteen years: a friend 
T^ofe only fault was indifcreet partiality 
for me ! In doing this, I have t6rn from 
my heart its deareft objedt, yourfelf alone 
excepted. • My regret cannot be difguifed„* 

not 
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nor will it yield to time. Your renewed 
and uniform tendernefs can alone recom- 
pence me, for the facrifice you have en* 
joined. Return, my Edward, immedi- 
ately, and fave your once beloved Mari- 
anne from finking under the weight of 
her forrows/' 

Mr. Dudley did not difapprove the 
pathetick fincericy cxpreffcd in this 
letter. It had the defired eiFed. Mr. 
Clermont immediately returned to Stan'* 
"nadihc i again ihtreated his lady to forget 
the pad, and encouraged her to look for- 
ward to future golden days, by ih^ gracious 
Murartcfe th^t he would always Remember 
hVr liiefitorious.complianiGc. 

- ■ ''i •■ •>. ■ . • 

CHAP. XXXII. 

Ji&.tf. authqr*i opinion oftJ^e politicks of Hymen 
Jiems iobe in favour of a limiiedmonarcby^ 

_ # 

■Though the Cfuarrelsof the Clcr-! 
ihonts might in their violence, frequeocyj^ 
and fpeedy cerniinationj be juftJy com- 
pared 
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pared to the dilutes of children, thcf 
did not end in quite (o cordial a reconci- 
liation. It is perhaps impoffible jo 
'^ pluck memory from her feat," or to 
" erafe a written trouble from the brain/* 
.when the mind has paffed the firft ftage 
of adolefccnce. Mrs*. Clermont recol- 
^lefted that every. difagreemcnt had been 
adjufled with increafed difficglcy^ her ex- 
perience or the pad gave her but 
a melancholy anticipation of thje future, 
and the renunciation of fo dear a conncC" 
tion was too painful, and impofed^ in too 
authoritative a manner, to be cheerfully 
fubmittec^ to. .j. The, fear of offending 
taugSt her to /ry to conceal her grief, 

^ cheek and fwoln eyes the 

next morning, plainly proved the night 
had been fpient in tears; 

Confciqus of paft fe verity,. Mr. Cler,* 
fnopt endeav6jjre;d' to conciliate JiJs wife's 
afrections, by more marked attentions to 
her father. ^ He earneftly pjcff^d Wrti to 
poftpone This intencfed journey' t6 iown, 
to give up all endeavou/s to recover his 

'^ '• Ifortune, 
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fortihie, and to depend entirely upon the 
fteady friendfhip with which he would 
cheerfully ufe every effort to alleviate his 
forrows. Mr. Dudley's condudb in in* 
flucncing his daughter's fubmiflion, had 
banifhed from her hufband's mind a fuf- 
picion which an expreflion in Mifs Milton's 
fatal letter excited, and Mr. Clernrsont 
now felt gratefully inclined to pronnotc 
the wiflics cf a nian, who had gratified 
his. 

*^ Make my child happy/' faid Mr. 
Dudley, " and you will impofe upon mc 
the bightft obligation." 

Mr. Clermont threw his eyes upon the 
ground> aod with a remorfeful air faid^ 
it fhould in future be his ftudy to prove 
how highly he rated her compliance. 

*^ I do not, Sir, mean to reproach you, 
or wholly to vindicate my daughter; but 
I wi(h ftridtly to caution you againft two 
errors. Avoid calling in any perfon to 
witnefs your little domeftick difpucess 
a mediator in matrimonial quarrels is more 
likely to widen than . to heal the breach. 

Rather 
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Rather chufe to keep every difagreement 
a profound ftcret, for if they are at all 
cxpofed, curious impertinents will publifli 
them with added circumftances, and how- 
ever painful thefc circumftances are to 
yourfelves, the world will find in them 
matter for entertainnnenc and ridicule. 

** Lee me alfo, my dear Sir, intreat you 
to look upon your wife's errors with the 
tendered indulgence. If an adion can 
be referred to two motives, kindly affix 
that which is leaft reprchenfible. You 
ufed an expreffion at the park, Mr. Cler- 
mont; it was inconfiderately uttered, yet 
it ftruck me to the heart. You called my 
* child uhgratefuU Her heart is devotedly 
yours, you may break it by unkindnefs, 
but you cannot eftrange it. She is young, 
inexperienced, and romantick, but (he 
IS not, cannot be ungrateful. Ingratitude 
'is the vice of a narrow or depraved foul, 
it never cxifts in a warm impalBoned diA 
pofition. Oh, Sir, pardon my agitation, 
'but the daughter of the exalted woman 
I have long lamented^ and fpeedily hope 

to 
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to rejoin, never could difgracc her mo- 
therms memory by ingratitude to an af- 
fcftionatc hufband/* 

" Proceed,** faid Mi*. Clermont* 
•* Your words fink into my foulj have you 
more to urg;e?" — " Nothing!" replied 
Mr, Dudley emphatically, and grafping 
him. by the hand; " except that yo« will 
never fuffer my Louifa to want a pro- 
teftor, or an afylum^'* 

The ladies here entered, and Mr. Cler- 
mont turned afide to conceal the emotion 
Mr. Dudley's folemn reproof had excited* 
The fond father took this opportunity to 
flip a letter into Marianne's hand, *^ I 
had much to fay to you, my dear child/* 
faid he, ^* and it is of too important a 
nature to be intruded to the vague im- 
preiTion converfation imprints upon the 
mind. Your worthy huiband has urged 
me to refide with you ; his requcft is the 
more pleafing, as it evidendy proceeds 
from his affedion for you. If I live, I 
(hall be often with you ; if not, confult 
that paper, I fliail fpcak in it when dead/* 

At 
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At thefe words his daughters burfl: irrta 
tears* •" I mult go with you to-Lofldoa^ 
Sif," faid Louifa. " You fhall not leave 
me while you indulge thcfc affliding 
forebodings." 

" My mind \s uncommonly tranquil 
and fcrene, my dear girls, this morning. 
1 wonder, Louifa, you do not perceive my 
artifice, I wilhed to make a deep im- 
prellion upon Marianne's mind^ and fee I 
have fucceeded. Dry your eyes, my 
darlings, and bid a cheerful adieu to that 
father whofe only remaining wi(h is, to 
fee ,bi$ children happy/* 

While Mrs. Clermont threw herfelf 
into her father's arms in an agony of 
afFf(5lion, the dignified Louifa raifing her 
meek eyes to Heaven in a filent ejacula- 
tion, implored its beneficent attention to 
that interefting objed, a good man in 
affli6tion. The air of forced gaiety which 
Mr. Dudley affumed at parting, could oat 
banifli the dejcftion the folemnity of hi^ 
cxprefllons had infpired. His daughters 
followed him with their eyes as joog as 

poflibleji 
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poflible, and then filencly withdrew to 
their refpcdtive apartments. 

I (hall conclude tliis chapter with a 
copy of his letter to Mrs, Clermont, 

* Before 1 leave my Marianne, happy, 
' I truft, in the recovered affeftions of her 

* hufband, I will give her my promifed 

* opinion, refpeding a fubjeft to which 
' I thought her ycllerday too much agitated 

* to attend. 

* You afked me if the name of wife 

* and friend are incompatible : certainly 

* not. They arc titles which mutually 

. ' reBefi luftre upon each other 1 and I 

* have ever confidcred ibaf young woman 
^ as particularly fortunate, who had fecured 

* the efteem of fome difcreet matrort, and 

* regulated her conduft by the didates of 

* experience, I muft, however, repe^^t 

* that a wife fhould retain no connexions 
^ which her hufband decidedly difapprovcs^ 
' A prudent woman indeed will never 
^ form any which can give pain to a rea- 

* fonable man. She will chufe her friends 

* with judgment, confide in them with 

* caution* 
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« caution, and love thenn with finceritf^ 

* yet ftill with moderation. You aiay 

* think thefe linnitations cold and narrow, 
« they arc fueh as you ought always to 
« regard. 

* Female friei.dfhip, my child, is often 

* difgraced by a ridiculous imitation. Two 

* ronnantick girls felcft each other from 

* the general mafs of their acquaintance 

* as fancy diftates. They relinquifti the 

* pradice of acknowledged virtues, to 

< indulge in z frivolous inrimacy^ and 

< while they gratify a propcnfity for mere 
^ goflip, capricious expedations> and 

* fantaftick dcfirc^, fuppofe that they 
'^ exhibit a model of one of thofc angcHck 
« perfeftions which dignify our natures. 

* You fay you have been accuftomed 

* to communicate every fentiment of 

* your foul to your dear Eliza, and you 

* think while fo doing, you were at Icaft 

* innocently employed • Time was not 
'given us to be idled away; has any 

* moral or mental improvement refulted 

* &om this correfpondence ? Your heart 

- ^ is 
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* is good, your underftanding not con- - 

* tcmptiblei yet could you witliout con^ 
' fufion fee thofe fenciments publickly 

* divulged, of which you have made her 
"* the unreferved.dcpoGtory. Has not the 

* dcfirc of tiaving fomewhat to commu- 

* ninicate, induced you to form a precipi- 
^ tate judgment, and to utter ppinions 

* which you afterwards wilhed to retraft ? 

* Have not the commendations and tender 

* cxprcffions you have been ufcd to rc- 

* echo to each other, vitiated your afFec- 

* tions^ and rendered you Icfs fenfible of 
.* the tempered but uniform attachment 

' of your other conne&ions i 
. * But fuppofing this perverfion of lime 

* pardonable in early youth, it can no ionger 

* beexcufabjei andhad notMr.Clermont*s 
' difapprobation fuddenly obliged you to 

* terminate your connexion with Mifs 

* Mihon, I ftiould have thought that 
' your fcnfe of the higher duties to which 
^ you are called, would have convinced 

* you of the neceffity of appropriating 
/ iefs time to multiplied expreflions of 

♦ linmean- 
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* unmeaning tenJernefs. You are a wife, 

* my love; you will, I hope, foon be a 
' mother; you arc the miftrefs of a 

* family ; you are a perfon of fortune ; 
' you havx Rad a liberal education* What 

* an extenfivc fcope of aftion do thefc 

* charafters imply ! Go, Marianne, and 

* thank that Providence, who has placed 

* you in a capacity to employ every por- 
' tion of your timp in important occupa- 
' tions, and to exercifc the nobleft feelings 

* of the human heart. 

' Do not droop with vain regret, b**- 
' traufe Mr. Ciermont appears left fault- 

* lefs than your enthufiaftick imagination 

* once fuppofed. Do not arraign the 

* difpenfations of Heaven, becaufc you 

* are not wholly exempt from the common 

* ills incident to humanity. Inftead of 

* indulgirfg a foolifti curiofiry refpefting 

* your hufband's condu^fl, fix your atten- 

* tion upon you own. Do not regard 

* ivhat the idle and malevolent fay of you, 
<or him: you will both be impleaded at 
« a different audit* Go, and comfort 

/• * thofe 
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* thole who drain the dregs of that cup 

* of fbrrow, . of which you have but 

* flightly tafted^ Go, and relieve the 

* wants of poverty, fmooth the bed of 
' ficknefs, alleviate the anguifb of inc'u- 
^ rable grief, diiTipate the gloom of igno- 

* ranee, arid if poflible lioiit the ravages' 

* of vice. Rife to the noble rafk for 
' which you were called into exiftence. 

* You cannot want ennployment when' 

* you have to prepare yourfelf for eternity.* 

* You cannot be wretched while you can* 
' m^.ke your fellow-crcatUFCS happy. 

* Adieu, my Marianne, refpecl your 

* hufband's virtues, and divert your atten-i 
' tion from his failing*. Love your fiftcr, 

* Ihe dcfervcs your confidence and cftecm.^ 
« Her trials have been Angular, but they 

* have rendered he^ merit more confpi-. 

* cuous. Once more farewell, myxhildj 
' if I fliould not again fee you in this 

* world, give yourfelf to my arms, and- 

* to the arms of your fainted mother, as? 
^ an angel of light, in a purer (late of 

* exiftence. 

^ RICHARD DUDLEY.' 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

^btdi/cerning Reader may difccver/ymptms 
ef approaching events, of the painful kind. 

r OR fomc time Mr. and Mrs. Cler- 
mont appeartrd to have derived confider- 
able advantige from the precepts they had 
received, and their whole behaviour pro- 
mifed a perfeft renewal of harmony and 
happinefsr ii!r divided his time judicioufly 
between the claims of focial life> and the 
elegant amufements to. which he was at- 
tached ; and Jbs turning her attention to 
the aftivc engagements of benevolence 
and dome(Wck management, foon made a 
confiderable proficiency, being aflifted in 
her progrefs by her fifter, who was an 
adept in the praSice of the retired vir- 
tues. 

Chriilmas is a feafon peculiarly adapted 
to tlie purpofes of hofpitality, and whilft 
the Clermonts liberally fupplied the sfisi^ts 
of their indigent neighbours, they did not 
jiOglcft thofc inferiour but not tinimport- 

ant 
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xnt daimsi wfyich the laws of fodtety re^ 
qtike. NotfiH^chftdniding tbeir difappeint- 
ment cm i former bcccrfio^^ tht fofroUfld^ 
illg coyocf f .were intuited to dh elegaflc en^ 
tcrtaiiHiMfic $ dnd «s tiie Hdpe of the ifH 
vicers> refpeding giving pkafure and Irn 
quirilig pc^pularkjr^ was fioi £r faogitiotf as 
before^ chdk bumble views were more; 
fMf gratifted. ledeed they feemed t0 
conciliate the afFe&ioBS of their AeidH 
hours, by not attempting aay extraordi-- 
nary degree. of fplendour or novelty i hr 
we always relu^amly pay the applauie 
demanded of us by that merit which n 
avowedly faperiour, or that excellence 
which is confcious of its own deferl. 

This flattering prolpeft was interrupted 
by the illnefs of Lord Clermont. He had 
been for fome weeks at Bathi indifpofed 
by an hereditary gout $ and at length grew 
fti alarmingly ill, as to render hit fon's 
prefence neceflfary. It was Mr. Glermont's 
wtfli> that his Marianad fliould accompanf 
ktm, but fbej unufed to publiek kttits^ 
fondofretireniem>di%ufted with fociefy;^ 
VOL. !!• o and 
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and attached to the habits (he had latdjr 
adopted, preferred remaining at Scanoa* 
dine ; till her fifter ftrongly urged the 
danger of rilking her newly-recovcrcd 
happinefs, by appearing indifferent to her 
hufband's defire of her fociety. 

Another motive influenced Louifa to 
give this advice. Though Mr. Dudley 
bad prudently concealed his obfervations 
from Marianne, he had imparted to his 
dder daughter his apprehenfion of fome 
latent malignity In Lady Clermont ; and 
intreated her pccadonally to guard her 
lifter againft the machinations of envy and 
revenge. Mifs Dudley, confiding in the 
reftitude of Marianne's heart, and the 
innocence of her conduA, fuppofed her 
prefence would moft effeduaily fiicnce 
calumny, and defeat cunning. This opi- 
nion was theoretically right, but it argued 
little knowledge of the world, or, to ufe a 
more appropriate and lefs hackneyed 
phraie, of extreme human depravity -, (or 
I am perfuaded that real malevolence is 
not fo common> as miftake^ prejudice, 

and 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. 139 

and ft cenforious habit. This laft, the bufy 
daughter of Idlcnefs and Vanity, does 
an infinitude of mifchief^ with no worfe 
defign than amuHng itfelfj and (hewing its 
own importance. It is the " fool who 
tofles about firebrands in fport/' 

The motive that hurried the Cler- 
monts to Bathi precluding Mifs Dudley 
from accompanying them ; (he returned 
to Seatondell, and there had leifure to 
moralize upon the incidents of her fifter^s 
hiftory. From it (he deduced another 
proof to illuilrate thefe important truths> 
that happinefs is diftributed with a much 
evener hand than a curfory obferver would 
foppoie; and that its true feat is in the 
foul, which, when well difpofed, can hurh* 
bly imitate its great Author, and create a 
Paradiie in adeferr. 

Recollefting the high expe(5);ations her 
fifter had formed, and her father's unre- 
garded predi£tions that they would be 
difappointed, the Trojan prophetefs came 
into her mind^ and (he compofed the fol* 
lowing 

o a soNNsr. 
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SONNET. 

Her hair di(hevel'd> and her robe unty*d» 
Caflandra ruQiM amongft the feftai train* 
What time yoang Paris fang his naptia! iam% 

And led a» Frianr's roof the Spartan brides 

Of ceruin wt»es tK«t nMft Chat crimfc be tid» 
Tho holy virgin propheGed in vain ; 
Her warning voice conid no attention gaun 

'Till Pyrrhus levellM Ilium's tow'ring pride. 
Ah ! in the honors ef that mght agh«ft» 
What (hrieks^ propbeckk matd» thy trdah dedar'dr 

And thos w]ie« youth beholds Mtsforttuie's bbfi 
OVrtarn the fairy bow'rs by Fancy r«ir'd» 

Too late it mttfes on the precepts fage 

Of cool experience* and predictive age. 

The letters Mifi Dudley received from 
London informed her, th^t Mr. Toaofire«i 
had diiTipated his whole fortune^ previous 
ta bis beiog taken incpejiK^y; «he credit- 
tors, therefore, could propofe no other cud 
in profecudng hi on for having concealed 
part of bis eSe(^s, than that of kringing ^ 
villain to puniflb.mcAt. Mr« Dudley fttrted. 
asotber hope, which appeMCd/rave tk^f^^ 
a phantom. The pari^icMli^r 8^ip io wbicfc 
his property was embarked, inftead ^^ 

7 ; having 
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liaving been captured with the reft of the 
fleet, had cfcaped into a neutral port ia 
Spanifh America; the_ Government of 
which had ordered the cargo to be con- 
fifcatedy under the pretence of its being 
dcfigned for contraband trade ; but in re- 
ality, from the fufpicious fpirit with which 
tjie Spaniards conduft their colonial af^ 
fairs, and their jealoufy of the commercial 
importance of England. Here Mr, Pel- 
ham^s friendfliip promifed a moft fortunate 
interpofition > he was luckily very intimate 
with the Spanifh ambaffador, and throiigh 
hh means a ftrong memorial was forward- 
ed to the council of the Indies, ftating the 
injufticc of the tranfadion, and demand- 
ing reftitucion. Little doubt was enter- 
tained of that illuftrious fynod*s deciding 
with equity,^ and the onl/ difagreeable 
circumftance would be, the obliging Mr, 
Dudley to take a voyage to Spain. The 
fond father ^concluded, exulting in the 
hope, that he fhould at laft be able to re- 
ward the exemplary virtue of his child. 

G 3 Louifa** 
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Louifa's heart experienced a (enfation 
very different from pleafure, at the appre- 
henfion of what her father's declining 
health might fuffer from a fea voyage. 
In her anfwer fhe begged him to abandon 
a projedt which (be knew he formed prin- 
cipally with a view to her emolument. 
Her defircj fhe informed him, centered in 
her dear little farm, which, even at that 
early period of fpring, wore a promiiing 
appearance. The crops looked, vigor- 
ous, the plantations were healthy, and the 
houfc was fo confiderably improved by 
the little fums which had been expended 
vpon it, as to appear quite a chear- 
ful habitation, ** My garden," faid 
flie, " is now decorated with a profufion 
of vernal flowers, the germs of the lilack 
are burfting ; and my morning walks are 
enlivened with the carol of birds, and 
th^ bufy hum of bees. I look forward 
to the approach of May with Jover-likc 
expedlations, and have indeed folicited 
the agreeable goddefs to haften her ap- 
proach, in the following addrefs: 

SONNET 
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SONNET'TO MAY. 

Come, May, attirM infplendor all thy own ; 

Enchantrefsy come ! reanimate the grove» 
Han^ on the buoyant breeze, thy floating throne^ 

And wake the fong of aniTerfal love : 
The rproucing herbage for thy mandate ftays. 

Long nipp'd and (hriverd by protraded cold ; 
And the fwoln corn ilili fearfully delays, 

'Till thou ihalt bid the tender blade unfold • 
The (hiv'ring Naids, who defpairing fled. 

When rude Aquarius rear'd his icy pale. 
Lead back their fountains to their wonted bed. 

Prepared to murmar through the grafly vale ; 
The fair-hair'd graces, and Idalian boy. 
Await thy call to lead the dance of rural JQy» 

•* Your preftnctf, my dear father, will add 
to alhhe beauties which the feafonpromifes, 
a charm in which they are dtBcient : I 
mean that of fociety. Poor Waldon re- 
grets your abfence aimed as much as my- 
fclf i he viGts me very frequently. I be- 
lieve we entertain our neighbours \ but in 
defiance of fcandal, I always tell hind that 
I am glad to fee him \ and have juft per- 
fuaded him to teach me backgammon. 
Sometimes I divert him by molick and 

G 4 ringing i 
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finging i ycc \ will own our tete-a-t«tc$ 
have a famenefs in them> which I be- 
lieve proceeds from the recollcftion of 
more agreeable trios. Dear Sir, return 
Co SeatondelU I need no Spanifh dollars 
to make me happy. 

•• If your rcfolution is 'too far fixed to 
yield to my intreaties, you mud allow 
me to be equally tenacious of my deter- 
mination of accompanying you. My 
fear of the fea cannot deter me from 
fulfilling the duty which I owe yoq^ 
Do npt contefi; this point with mt^ I 
claim it as a right due to the afie^lioa 
of your cver-grj^ccful d4Ugbter» 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

Mrs. PrudmiM furtbir diVMhfii cha^ 
rsffer of extreme malevolence^ but mtbaut 
cofying the likenefsfrom her oxvnfifterbcad. 

1 HE order of my (narrative con« 
du&s me back to Marianne's hiftory. 

Mr. 
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■ Mr. CJernioDCi. on hise arrival at Baih, 
fettad bis fether canfiderably recovered 
ftocn his. akmung int^fpofitioriy to the 
extreme oiortifkarion of LadyXIermoof^ 
"wiiQ fiadDeredf herfelf chat^ Ibe flboutd be 
^>eedilf refoa&d torn, the hateful yoke 
oFunrbappy marriage^ The natmal diP* 
agreeaUeocfi of her temperi completely 
foured by^ contemptuous treatment, and 
now galled by iS/appointrntnt, in fpite of 
the a(¥unned fliarity of poiitenefs, impreiT- 
ed upon her peevifh (;oantenance the 
wfetchednefs of her heart. The youths 
E)taucy« and fweetnefs of Marianne^ had 

^c firft excited in her mind the baleful 
paftion of envy. Her tender affeAion^ 
had never been poured into the bofom oC 
her fapnily -, (he was ftill in the prime o£ 
life, and unwilling to renounce the falfe 
fatisfadtbn (he received from li(lening to- 
the Syren fong of adulation. Mrs* Cler- 
mont muft now of ncceffuy be introduced 
into that part of the great world> whicb 
the (eafon had convened at Bath. Her 
Lady Chip cxpcdted to find her a powerful 

G 5 rivals. 
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rival ; but when Marianne firft yifito} the 
rooms> her beauty excited an attention 
far exceeding thpfe expectations. Unfor- 
tunately the lovely reclufe became quite 
the faihion ; her fimplicity and naivete 
iricreafed her elegance ; and her modefty 
and diffidence had all the charm of novelty, 
in the circle to which ihe was introduced. 
The town rung with, " did you ever fee 
fo lovely a creature? How aftonilhing 
Ihe did not come out fooner.'* The com- 
pliments and attention paid to Lady 
Clermont's rank were cold and faint, 
and rendered the admiration which youth 
and beauty attraded flill more apparent. 
There was befides another motive to 
excite envy and hatred in her Ladyfhip's 
breaft; Marianne appeared to have re- 
covered the heart of her hufband ; their 
behaviour to each other, though not 
diftingui(hed by (he unremitting afliduiry 
of fond lovers, was indicative of com- 
placence and mutual aSe£tion. Sometimes 
a foft melancholy appeared in her coun- 
tenance, but it was fo tempered with 

fwectncfs, 
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fweetnefs^ that inftead of offending it 
feemcd to charm Mr. Clermont^ and to 
engage him to a more ftudioufly tender 
attention, in hopes of difpelling the meek^? 
placid dejedion. 

Lady Clermont was both wretched and 
difagreeable herfelf> and every peribn 
who appeared amiable and happy, was to 
her an obje£t of diiguft. The mild ludre 
of wedded love> which fhe now every 
day beheld, increafed> by the power of 
contraftj the gloom of her own mifery. 
She determined to endeavour to interrupt 
the happinefs (be could not fhare> and 
reconciled herfelf to the diabolical defign^ 
by overlooking Marianne's merits, and 
aggravating her faults. She rejolved to 
think her a weak, yet cunning grrl; fhe 

termed her refinement and fenfibility, 
affedation ; her tendernefs, hypocr^fy; and 
ihe pretended to pity her fon, for having" 
been duped by fuch an inferior charaAer. ' 
Meanwhile Mrs* Clermont's condudt,^ 
though not free from indifcretion, was 
amiable and intentionally right. Inftead. 
of being captivated by the noife and glare 

d^'6 of 
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of f^boabk life, flie feemed difgufied audi 
confounded. . The voice of admtradcn 
whick every where purfited her, did noc ex- 
cite even a nsMimeptary fatisfaftion. I nfteacl 
of being enchanted with the attention of 
the fine gentlennen who fo]h>wed her, 
flie attaehed crtnMnality to what others 
icrnned hiftQcenC gallantry; and by the 
luftick morality of her notions foon otkn^ 
ed all tier Cecifbeos. In her optnioiv, 
every deviation fronn the ftrift rules of 
^virtue and delicacy funk a chara&er into 
die bweft pit of infancy ; had (be confined 
ihia ienttment to her own breaft, it would 
only have had the falutary tffcGt of regu^- 
lating her own conduA i but Mrs. Cler-^ 
iiU)nt wa$ one of thofe who think aloud, 
ttd (he was refnarkably injudicious in. 
the Qboice of thofe perfoi^ to whom flie 
i|Ppai?ced her 0{ttnioiis« If their beba«p* 
^iour waft decent, and flie had liever 
hcsixd any harm of ^ them, fte gandtdfjii 
cpochided that their hearts were as inno- 
ccfiA and undefigntng as her own ^ and 
that their Irntinaen ts muft corresponds 
She had km soo litde of At work) to 

know 
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kiM»ir chftt propriety of maoner is ofia» 
aflfiimed l»j profiigacyj^ and that jmtif 
eharafters are tniamous yifhkh k^re odt 
becii e^pofed eo piiblkk. aotortecy'. Indeed 
fte «a9 uhACquaiiited with ihe priyair 
iMftory and e^nnediM) of tte^ grtat 
world I and om day ki th« punop-^i oofsi 
cxclaiaicd agaiaft the foJly and wicked* 
nefs of ufiog cofoieticks^ to a faded 
ghoft. of beauty, who wafi juft arriYcc} 
from the Ho«-WeUs^ wheje ihe had been 
eadeavourtog to repair the ravages whidb 
paint had made in her conftitution*. 
Another time, Mrs. Clecmoot left off 

R 

dancing, to proteft againft the (hanoefui 
ciFroAtery with which a luacri^d Ladjr 
who ftood near her, encouraged the 
advances of her partner. Her indigp$j* 
tion waa proper, bgt tbe perfon to» whom 
(he vented it wtt a celebrated deobirqv 
who had been ftparated frona her huiband 
for more thsm: dwiftfui gaUantry : tbougir^ 
aa (hci waa a. woonan of high liank^ d^ 
world cbojt tot be charitable^ and flail 
adaaitttd her ioto fiacitty* Bot Mrs.. 

Clermont 
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Clermont committed a ftill more pointed 
error^ upon being invited to play at gold 
L.oo> when (he pofitively aflured a peereis 
who had juft ruined ' her lord at Pharo> 
that nothing Ihould ever induce her to 
engage in the infamous habit of gaming^ 

which Ihe thought not only foolilh and 
extravagant, but indelicate and immoral. 

Lady Clermont beheld her daughter- 
in-law's miftakes with pleafure, hoping 
that they would have the efFcft of termi- 
nating her popularity. Nor was (he dif^ 
appointed. Some hated the fair reprover, 
from the idea that (he intended to affront 
them. Others defpifed her as a fool^ 
becaufe (he was ignorant of what every^ 
body elfe knew. The moft candid con- 
fidered her as an impertinent moralift, 
and every body was ready^ at leaft, to 
bear tales to her difadvantage. 

I (hall hazard a bold conjedture, yet I 
am inclined to affirm, that the genius of 
goffiping has as many wor(hippers in the 
refined circles of high, life, as even in 
the environs of Danbury. They indeed 

aflume 
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aiTume a more poliihed appearance, an^ 
ipeak out of a courtly vocabulary^ bijjt; 
their idol is ftill the offspring of vanity and 
idlenels, and their purfuits and pleafures 
are eventually the fame. 

Amongft the company which the feaiba 
had fumnpioned . to Bath^ Mr. Clermont 
had the, pleafure to recognize his friend 
Aubrey. That young gentleman really 
pofTeiifed a good hearty jo jned to an agree- 
able . originality of manner. ; He was 
delighted to find that the thoughdefs im-* 
propriety of his behaviour at Stanna^ine, 
had not eilentially injured his friend's 
happinefs^ s^nd he was impatient to obtain 
Mrs. Clermont's full forgivenefs; for he 
fincerely admired both her perfon and 
charader. Marianne was placable in 
her difpofitioii) fhe felt a predileflion for 
her hufband's moft intimate friend, which 
might be efteemed an implied compliment 
to his tafte, and Ihe found Mr. Aubrey 
a man of good fenfe and informatioi^ 
qualities not always difcernable in modern 
men of the world. Nothing could be 

purer 
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purer tbaa bcr bearii or mere imioc€&t 
^ thin her eonduft; but even difcfetkifi 
wiU not always prefcrve va frorti cattpamy. 
An iovidious wbifper> fird: mvented by 
the watchful malice of Lady Clermont 
mH laptdly dictrkued by that pefttferous 
humow of decraAion^ againft which t 
wiH ever dart my lance with true Qui»}Ct 
frnrour, onttl I have baniflied k ftom 
fbci^ty. The fuccefi of my warfare is 
at beft but problematical ; yet fiirely the 
hudable dfefign mcrks approbatfon. 1 
am convinced its accompIifhrncRt woald 
prove a greater blefling to fociety, than 
moft of the projects of reform fuggeftcd 
by modern patriots and philofophers. 

Tp return from my digreflSon ; detrac- 
tion was not the only cngrnc employed 
by Lady Clermont againft her daughter's 
peace : the reader will remember that I 
feme time ago left Mrs. Patty bufily em- 
ployed in an unfuccefsful endeavour to 
dj(ibover her mafter's fault9« She had 
been lately thrown into^ the fh^de ; for 
Mifs HXudleyj dwmg her vifit at Stanna** 

dinc> 
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dine, bad argued fo forcibly againft the 
folly and danger of low conBdencs^ that 
a vifibie akeracton cook place in Mrs. 
ClcrmoRt^s behaviour. Our redoubted 
Abjgail was piqued at the change, and de^ 
termined to recover her miitrefs's favour; 
•even if it was at the expence of her repofe. 

Chance promoted her defign by a 
connnhon incident. A violent fracas took 
place becwten h€rre)f arid Mrs. Bonjou^ 
Lady Clermont^s waiting- wonf\an; on pre- 
cedency, beauty, and eonfequcnce. Oa 
the laft he^d Patty urged, that her bdf 
had never treated her like a common 
ffrVant) that fhe told her all her feereta,. 
and whenever a quarrel took place betweea 
her mafter and her lady, (be was the flrft: 
peribn infornpjed of it. She added> 
0ie could fay a great deal more if fhe 
ehofe it; but that her lady knew her 
prudenccj, or fhe never M^uld have givea 
her the eomnniflions fhe had done. 

Highly as Patty thought of her OMitn 
underftanding, Ihe had to encounter peo- 
ple of fuperior arc, Mrs. Bonjou fieva 

ta 
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to her lady^ whofe faturnine features re* 
Taxed w(ith pleafure at th^ intelligeoce. 
Recovering from a hearty laughs a luxury 
flic did not often enjoy, " Wei), Bonjou," 
laid flie, << I defire you ^will henceforth 
honour Mrs. Patty's confequence with 
proper treatment, or, as (he is her miftrefs's 
particular friend, I may chance to be 
implicated in your quarrels. But ferioufly 
I cannot think Mrs. Clermont quite fo 
great a fool ; fuppofe you try* Get ac- 
quainted with this prodigy of prudence, 
and bore her with fome fiory, no matter 
what. We fliall fee if it circulates, and if 
it does, I will make it a means to deter mf 
fon*s wife from difgracing herfelf by fuck 
feipedable attachments.'^ 

Mrs. Bonjou underftood her office. 
She made a conciliatory apology to Patty, 
and they became fwora friends. In the 
courfe of their intimacy, the latter divulged 
every family fecret which flie either knew 
or fufpe&ed ; and Mrs. Bonjou was ex- 
tremely (brry for the pretty young crea- 
ture, for flie knew her young Lord never 

defcr'ved 
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deferved her. «« Vat you think," faid (he, 
" he go to Moofieur Aubrey for love, 
fo often. Oh no, all ftianri. He do not 
go to fce'Monfieur Aubrey, but one fad 
diable woman, little way off; and then 
fays he goes there." 

Patty haftened to comnnunicate this 
terrible intelligence. She found her 
miftrefs in her dreiling room, waiting for 
Lady Clermont's fummons to attend her 
to the rooms. There was an unufuaA 
degree of fprightlinefs in her manner^ 
and a placid fmile upon her countenance, 
which few people would have chofen to 
diftarb. Patty's pre&tory aflurance that 
(he had fomething very important to fay, 
interrupted this happy calm 1 and ere her 
tale was finifhed, a death*like palenefa 
ftole over every feature. At this inftant 
Lady Clermont entered ; ** The carriagej 
my dear, waits," faid (he, and without 
appearing to perceive that Marianne's 
trembling limbs could fcarce fupport her, 
hurried her into the chariot with* ofHciou& 
attention* ^ 
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CHAP. XXX V- 

hnocenci and Jmpliiity 0re infugi€$eKt 
guards a^ainfijmalignfty and deiraSm% 
unlefs accompanud hy dijereiku. 

JLyADY Clcrmoftt^ though not na*' 
tisrally of a communicative difpoficioor 
iiappened this evening 10 be unufoallf 
conyerfible* She indulged herfelf in a 
liuoiber of bright fallies, and finding them 
act honoured with proper attention^ de& 
canted so praife of cheeffulncfs'^ whicli/be 
defined to be an inAdlible fign of a good 
hearti and a cooteated mind 

During her Ladf (hip^s harangoCy the 
iSifted Marianne fat aUnoft devoid of ul* 
terance or recoUe&ion. Thought foltow* 
fd chQughc, in agafiising iticorffion^ hut 
©one of thcoi tended tb Ofginiae the chaos 
in her foul. The carriage at kngch ftop 
|ied^ and they proceeded to the ball roofn> 
where Mr5, Clcrnaont declining every in- 
vitation to dancing or cardsj^ retired ioto 

• ' an 
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an obfcurc corner, and, aWbrbcd in her 
owndiftrcfs,rcmaiocd infcnfiHc to the gay 
fccne around her. 

Roufed from ►this re vArie by the voice 
of Mr. Aubrey, flie ftarted, Ipoked rpund 
with apprehenfion, and felt in his uncx- 
pefted appearance the confirmation of 
all her fears : for Mr* Clermont had de- 
dined accompanying her that evening, on 
the pretext of a prc-engigcmeht to dine 
vHth his frtend'; She enqtifred after her 
feu/band, -with, an eagernefi for which Au- 
brey cbufd a^ Httle account, as for the me- 
lancholy pofttioff in which Ihe was fitting 
wbcti he flrft accofted her. He attempt- 
ed to reKe^ her diftref^ by affbring her, 
that his frietid was perfedly well btit two^ 
hours ag<!>. * Where is he now?*' cnqotr- 
ed Mrs. CtovmoDt wilb redonbltfd agicn-- 
iKm. Avibity vomcd he could net> telK 
Tfae party had iirokm up imnw than mm, 
inteDdod, aad he knewtiothowCteniftdnV^ 
h«fd difpoM ofxhim^f, he be^iev^ tothfr' 
pUiy, and uffered M'g» and look for Inm.- 
'' Have thd hiHMmtjfs'' £itd fhe, <<iirft' 

to 
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to order my carriage j I will return home 
immediately." He; begged (he would let 
him go and call Lady Clermont, who was 
engaged in a party, at. cards." " Oh no!" 
exclaimed Marianne^ " her prcfencc will 
only be a reftraint upon me, and my heart 
is too full taconfult propriety." He of- 
fered her his arm, it was a fupport which 
her extreme agitation rendered neceffary, 
and flic "hurried out of thp room, cither 
unconfcious that her behaviour ha4 excited 
general attention, or too nouch difordcred 
to regard it. The rival beauties whom 
her fuperior charms had mortified, and the 
fp^cious hypocrites whom her unguarded 
remarks had tacitly reproved, now joi^^ 
in exclaiming againft " the deeetfled mo- 
ralift," as they termed her. Her dcclio* 
ing Lady Clermont's attendance had beea 
overheard ; the wolrds (he ufcd were ca- 
pable pf an invidious €onllrii£tion, and 
they readily gave tbcm that tendency > but 
wbcp it was obier vf ^ that Mr. Aubrey was 
not afterwards fecn in the nflfetobly rootni 
that evening, .sh^yaU dtdar^ that can- 
dour 
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iJour icfclf could fuppofe no other than 
that Mts. Clermont was criminal j farcaf- 
tically adding, that it was doubtlefs the 
firft affair ihe had ever engaged in, or Ihc 
would have managed her afligoacion lefs 
publickly. 

I will however vindicate Mrs. Clermont 
to my readers, and ajfure them that (he 
returned home alow^ that (he retired to 
h^r chamber, declined Patty's attendance, 
and judicioufly entered upon the tafk of 
calm recollpftioft. She rerpembered her 
father's invaluable letter, and again peruf^ 
^d it, with a defign to fee if any thing 
he faid, would apply to the prefent emer- 
gency. His precepts againft fufpicioufly 
watching her huiband's conduct, and be- 
lieving (or indeed liftcning to) every idle 
tale were in point, and (he began to think 
that fhe had yielded to her old infirmity 
of afflifting herfelf upon flight grounds, 
and fuiFering her paffions to obfcure her 
judgment. She determined to dlfmifs the 
officious Patty, who (he perceived fc- 
duloufly employed herfelf in agJEtating her 

miodj 
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mind, and while flie was in chii temper^ 
flie heard Mr. Ckronoat's voice* upon die 
' ftdirs. She flew ro meet him ; he m%U 
<]fofly enquired refpe^ng the indifpofition 
of which Mr, Ai*ref hud juft giv^en hinft 
a confufed and alarming account. He 
told her that he had hurried out of the 
theatre tJie moment his friend brought 
Mm thi^ intelligence^ and the candoiif 
and ib)teittide of his nHHiHer codlrmed 
this aflurance« 

It 'getter altf happens whett « Mpe&td 
perfon cfears himfclf in one irtftance from 
a fault of which he waa iKdufed^ that a 
gl^nerou^ mind immediately forgets its 
former doubts^, and inrefts the acquitted 
pbribn in the white robe of unflrllied inno* 
cj^nce. It prored fo in the prefent in- 
ftance. The towering edifice of traged"/ 
fc^row which Mrs. Clermont bad been for 
feme hours ef^£ting» fell to the ground. 
He was no longer treacherous, fal(e» On- 
grateful, but e^ery thing that Was kind and 
gbt^d ; nor was (he » miferable forfaken 
woman^i buta crednlcrus cnatare who had 

behaved" 
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behaved iiireirjr rkltcolbuflf^ for t raifix^ 
which' ih£' H«as afiiatiicd u^ oWa\ Canidiit^ 
aixl'^Aeroi^flie OMltfl%d kerfelf »€eett^^ 
iiigl|r fiohlaoif » in; ^ vmg way to her feelitiga 
fiiom flight miftakes and mifreprefenta*^ 
tioiifti'>(bc intreatdd Mr. Clermont Would^ 
jMt rjequireiafl; dcplanation of the |)aft^ 
Vid pcQniilbdgreacer.felf-comniahd inifui^ 
cure. No hi'tlbatid would like to be funu* 
9i0[9ed -in' ah alarming manner^ fromi; a 
fiiyoutit^ di verfion^ to attend upon a wife's 
whims. He felt diipofed to give a gentle 
kduf e, which Ihe was receiving with 
meek contrition, when Lady Clermont 
iippeated full , of anxiety for the dear crea«* 
tAJre's healthi having but that moment^ 
heard of; her illnefs. Her apprehenfions 
on that head being removed, (he very* 
tenderly blamed Marianne for not requiring 
her attendance. It was very odJ,,n\y dear, 
ii| you, ,part;icularly in jour fHuatiop!, toi 
take Mr^ Aubrey home with you;'\yw' 
otughtito have had a female friend. << Au«I 
brey,.^^^f (lam !;' fCK/Dlaigne^Mr.CleitnDoflt.' 

voL« lit H He 



1^ A.vaO>S[S9R*Si:&TO 

l^fyit het tk> (Me <ibciM;.ai|d>thAi>c«im>' 
^ ibtCh .of me."; 'f^rftdcaoM't >e^o* 

4ifkC ydu *ttt nn%«vt&at'<iaBcidNft;|Mie 

k»(mn. It i« highHr ^inBpwtaiif. that io 

fbould, I affurc you;; !I will tiikaic»mt» 

tfSX Ltdf UicWy minify d»t tluf wofIA 

ia, mlftaken. Mr. Aubrey did noi^ g» 

home with .Mrs. Ctemfcont;?' >• ' 

t So innpecnt was Mariahnc'f htfart, i*MW 

ibe did not even underftand the fiim X]! 

this infinuation, and die next nutrniog, 

when Mr. Aubrey, called to aujoir-e afiSer 

her health, (he did flOt.con6der her baag 

«Ione in her drcflTing.rooto, : ai faffidemf 

teafon to prevent her from 'r*«^vj»jg * 

Tifit from her hulband's friend. She 

even met him with a fmile of gratitude, 

j^ after aflbrmg liim that fhe was per- 

hSAf recovered, anfd thanking him for 

his atteodon the preceding evtning j ** I 

have," laid flic, «» two requcffts to make. 

Endeavour toforget.how abfordljr-l he- 

haved ^^ight s and i^nfwi fxar ftte 



■ ; 
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^ttiftired for it, try if poffible to tUTeiit 
M cxcare for mc" 

^' I muft firft fii your abfar^cs,^ 
«plied Aubrey, <* before I can forget 
them ; and as for the cenfores of the Idte^ 
tnd the envious, it is the tax which n^erit 
tnuft always ps^. I afiiire you I (^o«kl 
never have wiihed for the honor of your 
acquaintance, if I had not been told by* 
every body, that you was the ftrangeft of 
all ftrange beings.** 

At this inftant Mr. Clermont en teredL 
the room. He wasjuft returned from a 
publick breakfaft, where he hiad heard 
his wife^s conduA canvaiTed in an audible 
whifper. The ladies affirmed that Ihe 
fnuft be very fcrioufly indifpofed; for it 
was evident fhe knew not what ihe was 
about. The gentlemen affeftcd to envy 
Aubrey as a lucky fellow, in having the 
lionoiir to efcort the divine creature home. 
Though thefe witticifnis afforded mink 

to them^ they were death to Mr. Clermont's 
peace. He conftrued every enquiry after 
his lady, which politenefs didtated^ into an 

Ha oblique 
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oblique afiront^ and unable to cofnmand 
himfelf, he returned home ia very ii 
humour ; and furprifed Mr. Aubrey and 
Mrs. Clermont engaged ih very lively 
converfation^ which the, gloom in his 
tnanoer fiiddenly terminated* His Aubrey 
was never before unwelcpme^ nor did his 
Marianne's fmiies ever give torture to his 
heart till that moment. He reftrained 
bis feelingSi but they made an indelible 
impreflion upon his mind ; and Mrs.Cler* 
tnont might certainly refer the mifery of 
her future life to thefe apparently trivial 
incidents* 

I have deferibed thefe circumftances 
with fome degree of minuteneis^ for 
though the elFeft of them did not imme* 
diately appear^ or only in a fmall degree 
of fullen referve, they funk deep into Mr. 
Clermotit's foul^ and gradually produced 
z/oial change of charaAer. I will not 
minutely detail this altera! ion^ but wiH 
confine my garrulous humour to a gener^ 
account of its caufes and confequence* 

The 
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• The fpirlt that took poflcffion of Mr* 
Clermont's mind, though not ftriAljr 
jealoufy, bore a near affinity to that 
5' green- eyed monfter/* He was not 
h credulous - as to believe the calumnies 
of detradtion, nor fo undifcerning as not 
to perceive bis mother's malice : nor did 
he doubt his Marianne's innocence, or 
even on^e fufpefl: that her gentle heart 
had ftrayed from its acknowledged, pofi- 
kSbr. He knew the purity of ber foul, 
^nd the conftancy of her temper, but^ 
this did not . acquit her of levity and in- 
difcretioif; upon which bafis be judged 
it poflible that (Under and calunnliy had 
ere6ted their fabrick of falfehood. She 
was herfelf confcious of impropriety! and 
afhamed to difclofe the* motives of her 
behaviour. She had owned berfelf to 
have afted very wrong, and this confeflioti 
carried with it the force of a thoufand 
witnefles. His thoughts ran in the fame 
drain of faftidious delicacy with the great 
Roman conqueror. ^' My wife muft not 

H 3 only 
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•6>y be free from guiltj but alfo ftotflb 

ferpiciorL*' 

Early in life» before his character wa 
Ibrmedy or his opinions methodized^ Mr. 
Clermont entered into marriage ; with 
VJigue^ floating ideas of angelick goodncfi>. 
«nd confummatc blifs. In propor^ioo as 
Ills romantick enthufiafin had xaiTed the 
mortal nymph into a goddef$> his cooler^ 
but not more accurate jjiidgmenc, as the 
infatuation of love fub(idcd> magnified 
lier errors into indelible oflSmces. He 
fiw her weaknefs, timiditjTj ir/efolutioi^ 
<tnd imprudences he forgot her geotk<> 
.nefij fwectne(s» candour^ and generofitfk 
Vanity had ever been intermingled witk 
his love« He fancied that when h$ pr<^* 
duced his idol to the worlds every i^^^ 
would acknowledge its perfedtjon, every 
toAguc confe(s his happiners, and appUud 
his jtt%n)ent« Hip MarJanoje had b€CO 
produced to the world. The tranfant 
admiration which (he had at ftrft excited 
had rather been a tribute paid to her 
beauty than to her iniclkiaual cndow- 

a.entsj 
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oieoO^ It^fooii iokifided^ «nd I now kit 
condudb w^ jndiebled a'nd'her chara^ei' 
defamed;- Hi had not cowage to wich^ 
fti*nt>^<^tfe'W»ld^if dreadlaug^^ wWeR 
firdl^ee tJiletem philofopher caii fcorri.^^ 
Hi^ t^m^ 'was nor naruralljr gentl^, H 
bs(d ontf ^ukjoired an occafion^fl Aiavief 
from ioirr V aod as love expired^ it re-» 
foiled its^ju^ gend<ncy« The poUlbcd 
mai^ners^of cbe genikfniio decohittd |iii 
Jb^h^yionlrrjiartcb; jfcc faiqt gilding o£: dtu 
)ii]f» :Mdtfi>fceDcd forly. i cbntooipt ;iDto 
polite indifference : but afl^ftioq waa ex^ 
^o&^.e(leemdid n<K fupply its [^actj and 
nr^e ;akine^prcw hijn to. g^jT? ^fomt 
lfigfP?b 5^1 - «3S%lFncc . tj?: tl>» woi^a^ 
ip«hofl[i be had hQ4ioured with, his namei 
^cn he trf|tc(|.her wub ocMfiox^l fomt 
^acejiqy^ apd reA^ued her ffoqi his mpy 
tber's yiriilcnt rnalice^ 

* Mrs. Clermont had adt^ei:ed. ta bq^ 

• ^Colptipn of difrpiOipg PdUy» ^d flie> 

ilke moft confidential iervantSi ungratof 

fu\iy revenged herfelf upon laer lady'f 

itippofed unkindnefsj. by difclofmg aB 

B 4 the 



tint fecrtti with ^kitb fliethad brtlt in« 
{r|ift<d» Mifs Mihoh's i»ghly icidtlfcreet 
.advicC|And the irrcfoJute M^bnQfe'i) weak 
/^nif^iance^ .were, oaiiy kflPwo ; bf $v<ry 
ftcyaf^t if^^^e famify.) and La^dy CleFpapni 

tpol^lfure iliat Her fon AiQit^t^be igo0? 
fjint ^fbaic.hia wife had lecnplDj^ed a fp; 
upon bis amduA% The breach now 

became irreparable. - Lord ClermoQc's 
wgeat>de(ire of hsiivifig ja^ghindfoii^ to 
iobierie i^s i eft^tf^ cbuids fcaree i iM ji^i^ i 
maipotfry^ ^ ' dvi)(tf ' • upon tl^e i Mrag^d 
hnflsmdt or prevent him fit>fn'btiedk:mg 
forth imo the mod viblent iitpQ^huons } 
While the infidious mother, bf yi^earWp 
to plead Ibr tHfe poor/meipi*!ei^d?ijdi 
tneaning, milled youn^ creatuVc^, Wed'* 
tuaff^ • underlined every' ^emiment*'^f 
tonfideoce and regard j'' aii'd, fiirik, the 
, unhappy Marianne into an object of p!ty> 
Ind perhaps contempt. ^ ' "' '']^ 
- Mr. €lermont hoW deter n^ed'ttta'fry 
hU'wift back td Stannafine, Where he 
refolved Jhe (h5uld'inif0tuf<^.c6n<?^al her 
^lyin obfcurity. For himltl'f, he intended 
'i' i ^* foon 
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fdon to plunge into the buftle of pubV 
Kck Wfe, and endeavour to forget both 
the esfpeAations and difappointments of 
love. The ftate of Mrs. Clermont's 
iDind upon difcovering that (he had loft 
her .hufband's heart, will not require ex* 
pianation. It was wretchednefs in the 
extreme. She tried to recal the dear 
unkind by tears, and fofc complaints ; but 
he always avoided the latter by leaving 
the room, and he had now too often feen 

the former tb be affected by an April 
ihower. 

The hiftory of Mrs. Clermont's mar- 
ried life, may teach ladies not to depend 
upon the durability of that evanefcenc 
affedkion which lovers feel. It may ad-< 
monifh their fanguine adorers not to expeft 
too much^ .nor yet to rejedt and defpiie 
what is amiable, bccaufe it is not perfedt^ 
Perhaps I (ball be cenfured for afcribing 
the deftruclion of niarried happinefs ta 
fuch light caufes; but I am willing to 
appeal to the experience of every wedded 
pair> yih^t\k%r . great criminality on eithejf 
. * ¥-5 fide 
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fide is neceflary, in order to render tfie- 
bonds of Hymen a galling yoke qf mifery. 
My mind is open to convi<aion, and if I 
have been wrong, I ftiaH at leaft acquire 
41 more confolatory profpcdt of the hag^- 
piqeis of a^y fellow-creatur€s». 

CHAP. XXXVI. 
Inttgrityi afti duty are the cordials o^ 

My thirty third chapter concluded: 
with a letter from Mifs EHidley to her 
ikiatx^ I (ball begin this with his reply* 

• II* IS not upon (fight grounds and 
•capricious motives, that I rejeft the in- 
' treaties of my dear child, fo affcftionatclf 

• and ^arneftly urged. I am influcnccdi 
^ by a principle which I have venerated 
^ through the whole courfe of my life 

• and which \ ought not to renounce i^ 

• the clofing (cc«cs. I kno^m, when I have 
•explamed myfclf, you wiH have the 

• greatie& of ib^l tb 'approfe my^ondufta^ 
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. *Btir I qnuft. fir^ft iDf9fm you of-aa 
'^incident which has deeply afflifted in«. 

• Mr. Xonnercau yefterday difgracefplly 
^ terrir^inaced his cxiftcncc by his owji 

•"hands. Unhappy man j He found th^t 
/ fome of.his creditors were refolutcly hei^t 

* to expofe his coodudb, and to pu(h their 
« "difcbverics ta the utmoft extremuy, . Hp 

• If qew thac his guilt was (o far <}eveloped» 
" that no fubterfuge could avails ^d h^ 
^ diif adcd the aufterity of thofe laws whic|;L 

* he had p^ovokcd. He trenibled at the 
'^^Oigeaficc xy( man, but^he did not (car Uf -■ 
' bravi that of God ! * . 

^ You know^XuOuifa, how much I once:^ 

• cftcemcd him. -,He was the friend of 

* my early youth,. a(id for many years I 

* Can 4^ri» that his cohduft was fprnrted 
f upon principles of hontft indultry. I 
•^ anri afliircd that latterly he coiifiderably 

• deviated from the aufpicious commence- 
*'Tnenc of his life. He has been diflTipaccd 
^and extravagant^ and tlien.to redeem his 
•tottering' credit, he has applied to th^v 

hS^ < (langerou^*^ 
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' X ^ i 9 * 

'.dangerous refourccs 6f thd giming- 
••table. . .'< ■ i ..1 

* When I confider this man's laft fcencs 

* of life, can I term my own* fituation 

* unfortunate ? ' Dcferted by ' the licen- 

* tious companions of his follies i juftly 
< execrated by thofc injured people, who 
■*, (though once his friends) now coil; 
^ fider their acquaintance with riirrias the 

moft difaftrous circumftancc of their 
lives ; his charader held up by thole 
who are ilrangers to his perfbn, as a 
mark of abhorrence and infamy $ alone 
in a prifon, deftitute of the comforts of 
life, though till then accullomed to 
its fuperfluities i no one near him, but 
a mercenary attendant, caltous through 
\ familiarity with mifery j na eye to pity 

* his fbrrows j no friendly bofom on whiclf 

* to repole his griefs i his own refledion? 
' his worit enemies ; and even defpairing 
« of mercy from the fountain of gOodncfs, 
« Unhappy Tonnereau I I pity thee too 

* much to jiate thee, 

• But 
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« But kt-rrt'crecdRciS: myfcK Since 1 
^havii bieri'fn Eondon, I have taken ^n 
^* mvditory^df' rny efFefts, and find^^ tKey 

* Wiir not be fufHcieht' co difchar^ the 
'< debts which I conrrafted, with, as 1 

* rfiought, full abrlity^of paymcnti ' Intc-, 
^grity is no lefs the charadter of an 

* Englifti nierchant than entcrprifc j nor 
^ can I wilfingly renounce the gIoriou$ 

* boaft which I have hitherto enjoyed> of 

* having never injured any one in per|. 

* fon or property* I cannot retain it;^ 

* if I negledt any probaWe opportunity 

* of recovering enough of my fortune to 
' fati$fy every legal clainn upon me. 
» The infirmities of the body may inter* 
*rupt the foul in the exertion of its 
' fublime fpeculative funftions; but they 

* never ought to impede us in the per- 

* f6rmance of* poGtive' duties, unlefs^by 
^ impofing total inability. I have no^ 

* long to live, my dear, even according 
« to the courfe of nature ; and lately J, 
« have been frequently unwell, A fea- 

* voyage may be of fervice to me, but 

• fuppofing 



^"Tupppfing the |irof*^» , wb^ » the lofi« 
/of a few mopthi»;of pAio^4l c]fil]lcjncv 

• to the pkalure of reflte^^^mg ia^r^Aj^.M' 
^ hours, that by facfrificing it^ no in^Tied; 
f ^orphan or widow h^ cauie to curfe ipf 
.* aflics; and that I ha^yc jpcc vented my 
•children from' being. fpUoved by; the * 

• claniours of my defrauded xredjtprs ? . 

• Mr. Pelbam hasreccived intelligence 

• by means of the AmbaflTador, . that the 
•Council of the. Indies have admitted* 

• the legality of my claims, arid as foop • 

• as I appear pertbhalfy to i^|it4iy ^^nv 

• the value of my part of the. ihip'?^ 
•cargo will be.pundually paid. Lan) 
^ determined to take my pall9jQren.on boar4' 

• 6i the firft packet that fails for Corunqa^ 
•I ihall not decline the kind o&r o^^ 
•^your company y for the/<;o^plaint in tfip 
•{ide is at times very tr^ ublefpniej i( 

• often^ affc^s my bireath, but wlicn myv 
•dear nurfe is with me I : ihall be better 
•Set oyt, my. love, ^ foon as you receive 
*this.. I am (till with mj friend, nor caij^^- 
•Ijbffer to change qiy refidencc during 

^ •-the:: 



fdie fliort ftaf we flraU make ia London^^ 

* wtchout offending him. His aunt^ Mrs. 
*- Penelope Pelham, is defirous CO be acf-. 

* quaint€d> mt\yyo\u She is a*^ little- 
« fiogular, . btit>upon • che- whole. a worthy^ 
f womao* I will pramife '^ou a moftt 
^ itfc<£fctonate'recepciohfEO{ii Mt.P^lb«iii» . 

* Lm w koow wli£A jrott fet our^ and- 
« we will meet you M. ite iaft ftage^.. 
^ Adkiub baften to the* arim of y our ^ 

« AffeAiooace ^itber^ . 

Ifa littte tiiore tbian a week from the- 
receipt of this letter Mifs Dudley arranged 
her afFairs at Seatondell^ preparatory to 
aa abfence of foofie months, and finifhed 
a journey, from Lancalhire to I^ondon. 
It was part of her charaftcr to form her- 
pla.s with . propriety^ and to execute 
them with difpatch*. I therefore forbid 
any conje6tures as to the effect the pro-^. 
mifed affectionate: reception froiri Mr. 
Belham might have qppn her expedition. 
DcBrous to furprife her father with her 
i|)ecd^ file foi^re to fend any mteiligente! 

of 
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of her motiohs, but wiihed to be the 

agreeable herald of her own arrivah 

An ac^ctdent which happened during the 

laft day's journey^ detained her upon die 

road, and Ibe did not arrive at Pordaod- 

Place till near midntght. She fent in her 

name, and Mr. Pelham imatediately api> 

peared to conduft her from tl^ carmge: 

Her heart throbbed with the Kvelieft 

tranfporty and a crimfon blufh irradiated 

her countenance) but he received her 

with a fblemn emb^rraflcd air, and led 

Ker almoft without fpeaking to his aunt. 

My friend, Mrs. Penelope, might, both 

in perfon and manner, be termed a brief 

abftraft of our fifterhood : fhe moved 

by rule, and fpoke in a meafured cadence. 

The cold formality of her welcome added 

to poor Louifa's chagrin, (be ventured 

to turn her eyes upon Mr. Pelham, his 

were fixed upon the ground. Was this 

the promifed reception ? Did '^ that 

fun of benignity which (hone in his 

countenance," to. adopt an expreflion of 

her fath€f*S| fliincoaaU but her ? Was. 
^ • * ; ' ' il 



*-C08SIP>S STORY. ?;y 

ic potBiA^ibt berto have difpl^afed h!m^ 
or had ' Ihcj by the plearfuFe (he (hewed 
ac feemg hinij unguardedly difcovered 
thc^ fecrt t of her^hcart ? 
" After a few faint efforts to fupport cere* 
inortidu^ cdnvtrifaVion, Mr. Pclham with 
heflcaVioii fafidi He would go and acquaint 
MV. Dudley of his daughter's arrivaK 
Louifa 'recoUeAing her father's early 
ha&if S) to which' fiAce his ifldifpoficiori he 
had ftridlly adhered, obfcrved the ktene($ 
ofthehour, and Begged tfifdc He mTght 
not lie infornied till morning* 

Mr. PelhaiW gravely replied, he was 
affatd his friend' Wis libt aflcep. * * A' thmi ^ 
Fahd dlftrakAi^^^fe^^^ into Mifi 

Biidicy%* tiiind.^ Shirecon^^ that her 
<qu*ft»hs iW'pieaiHg' her fatherV hfealtR 
had beeh^vafivety anfwered; Sheftarted 
fronri her chair, and with a hx>k of inet* 
prtESbit alarm, laid het )iahd invohirttaritjp 
t)^n Mn P^afh^,< and' cortjured hint 
»bt CO decd^tV6; h^er ^tihr kMv/^r fathet 
was worfe than ufualiJf'"'i^'' -' • 
i Lr. . "He 



, ." Hf w in*e$l/' replied ftft. PerSaw^ 
holding her ;trefpipi]^ng hipd* *' I need: 
tiQC aiTure you tMt I take the moft U?ely^ 
intereft in his fafety^ W« have called Iq 
Dr. L. You have probably hcvd of hi» 
medical reputaticMi s.biac IJhope moft from 
your prefeace* Tour father's aaxiecy to 
fte you haS; confidcFably aggravated }m 
diieafe^ Bct^calm, dear M^dam,! befe^l^ 
y oi)» We, iijiye^ b|y n^ inegps^ al^QdMf <^ 

" WJ^n vas he ieiwc^^*'^ ^ 
** He has been eride^y uiwfdl cw 
^nce be has beoa with ua i aod^ I have 

.w^ at times inftjpppitfl^Iy j}i|«#Vv W 
of Toiipettau'i, dei^h; ggv^^j^ifpTa^lb?^. 

aa abfceij is. formiog^r ' ... '. i. > :£' 

?.!=-. IfflaUftr 



, Unable lo> fuppori: the. painful intellU 
gence, Louifa funk into her chair^, 
•* Nephew,*' faid Mrs. Penelope, as^ 
flie advanced, holding ouc her falt9, ^' da. 
lioc keep the lady in fufpence. You ought 
io teO her the worfi: at firft. Your papa,. 
Madam, is quite given up by Dr*. Li« 
and I ana very glad he has done with^ 
kim,, for / never Ukcd his prefcriptions, 
and I hope you. will now. perfuade Mr*. 
iDudley to try an invaluable medicine^, 
which I have often adnninifteped, and never 
knew itfaiLof efieft* ' Mr. Pdham knowi. 
abat he owes his life to. it/*^ 

Louifa couU only re^ by a fibS6d of 
tears ; a ialutary relief ta her big fwoNk 
^art; Her head^ dnipped alnnoft fifelefik 
tipoii Mrs« Penelope's bofon), who^ 
whilft bufily enoplpyed in rubbing her 
temples, andadrtUniftecing pungent redo** 
ractves, alcefnacely cen&red ' her want of 
fortitude, and coinmended.heT'aff^ionsi 
aggravated Mr. Dudley's danger, and 
cono/orted. her by the aflurance, that 

whilfL 
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while life remaittcd» [her reclpti waul({ 
prove infallible. 

The natural firmnefs of Mifs Dudtey'4 
mind was perhaps more conducive to hef 
recovering her wontol calm, than my 
good friend's . oratorf . She dried her 
tear9, and thanking her with an air of 
mild benignity for her attention, intreaced 
(tiM flie might fee her father immediately, 
V while my miod>** added flic cmpha^ 
Ci9ally, <Vcaa eitert its rccpvened ^rength/ 
. Mn Eejham's generous heart msltcd 
Wlh co^pAffion^ He withdrew to apprize 
his friend, that .^^ the fond darling of his 
Kbul^'' a)5 beitylid her, Wias;iriived» Mrs, 
Pendope. had apw a fsiir opportunity for 
deferring the cures effefted by her 
noftrumi but I am afraid ihe had not 
an attentive auditor, for at the moft 
snterefting period of her narrative, Louift 
received the expected fummon?, and 
obeyed it as faft as her trembling lini^l>* 
would permits She drew afide the cur- 
tains with eager impatience. Her fathcfi 
fupportcd by Mr. Ipelham, bad raifcd 

birDfclf 
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litmfelf upon bis elbow v and he welcomed 
tier with a peoetratidg ftntlei ; >* Myidcar 
9U(feis come to tal£e car e of nte/' laid 
be. " I have been too impa^eo.t> lov^^^ 
for thy arrivals Come to myr afms. Re«s 
(loration hangs upon thy lips/' 

His emaciated cotsntenance, and the 
jaborious weakneia ^ of his voi^ej fhook 
his daughter's fortitude. She hung over 
lim in fiiencej and bached l^istsdlii^.chedl 
with tears. 

«* Do not alarm thyfelf fo much/' con* 
tinued Mr. Dudley ; ** my danger is not 
fo imminent. My worthy friends her<5 
are too anxioufly folicitous, too appre-* 
henfive. Recolleft yourfclf, my child; 
I 'expcft confolation from your fbciety. 
Ydu are to.enable me to fufier/* 

^' Oh 1' * the tortured Louifa was tempted 
to exclaim 5 *' who will confoley whoi* 
wiHfupport me? In <what afylum fhall 
/ hide my orphan -head? * Gracious 
Heaven ! deprive mc not of my only 
friend and protedor ?*' Her native fMety 
recalled ha thoughts from this metoti^M^ 

cicurfioa. 



« 

bucmGon* She reeoUifted the tiadciN 
ii^L cittes jof ^friend of the friendiersi^ 
ttd ^ fiuher of the fAtfaerfefs,'' vdiick 
^e great Mcfior of treadon had ddgnd 
toaHume^ andb^r foul firilily anchored 
upoa the rock of ages. 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

% — 

jii ^4iy^ o/iibi ftrong int4reft wM 
dignified difirejs can txdit. 

^ No . fooncr had Mifs Dudley reco* 
^i^ed fufficient ftnengdi to ;look beyond 
(he glooin of a temporary parting, tbaa 
ir fer^n^ fmile diffufcd itfelf over her 
countenapce. She now fixed her eyes 
fteadily ^pon her admirable father, afl4 
wijth awfbl pleadire contemplated the 
luciiminiftied gkiry of the mver-dying 
i<^GUe^.V^l .pqwei^ which beiuped forth 
with fMperior fpleoidor frono under tht 
ruii^ of the tottering mortal ' fabricb 
Though her countenance was t^t rcg^'^''^^ 
^MKifi^ k^Qef%«ttMa4d^Kinbii^ti0ff 
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'Ir'o'Ai'licittg an cxprdfivfe index^ of thi'^ 
cxctirenice hf her fickrfc I^cV-com^tci 
tend^neft abd dignified ^attehcy-dtc} noi 
tt6W efcapc the ^Wcrftloii 6(* ah acturktc 
J udgfc of charai^cr aria mrfnncrs. ' ' 

Mr. Dudley raifed hia eyes to the 
^uni^hle, youthj who ftill fupported him. 
^ Thanlc yout my dea!r Pelham,'* faid he ^ 
^^ Qow lay .me gently down upon my 
piivi^. . I hope to have a good night^ 
and wili diffnifs you itL'' 

« Mifs Dudley,** returned he, ^ nrtuflf 
be fatigued with h)^r J6urhc?y j *uc I mult 
ihfift upon watching y^ytb*night. To--* 
morrow liiorning I will refign yoo to hbr 
<ares:** 

•* lamnbtfeiifibleoftheleaft fiitigue;** 
replied Lquifai ^* and you know we 
^rofejffd nur(es always de^b beft in our 
patient's ^t/artmenti' 1 ihadlP be' able to 
repofe Imyfelf iii tfaM iu^-^halr,' and if 
ttiy father appcsiri e*fy, '>njdy' *i t^iy 
comfortable nightv^ '.' 

^ We muft yWd to her in ittU poiiit/*^ 
Ai4 Mr. IDodley^ •* T4ic cfcar' girl ^ 
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vecy teaacious of ber opinioD> .aod w% 
0Ot confider my ipedijpines to' be eiSc^f- 
cioi^i util^fi J ijecclye .them frotn b^ 
liands./ Befidcs, w? muflE^.fyttJc.jthf pU^ 
of olir voyage. , Gqo<j[ njghjlf> Pclljam, 
do not fail to enquire when the next 
packet will be ready j /or we muft not 
4xp.cft.tq,take our palTa^e^n icha^ wHcJ^* 
^ how under failing. orders/* 
^ Mr. i*elhkm withdrew in filencc^ y9vk 
felsiieart divided between grief and adaii^ 
l^atipn^j Mf' Dudley's aiqguifli not*pcr- 

a ;.degrec jflf, .fprjg^tli^^^ a^ 
^ipr. J^i^ , p)a^ai49ijR ^jii|d, improvements,; 
with the interefted curiolity of one who 
hojl^d tjpj fec.^b^fp rj^.W.iwriedlion.; At 
intervals ^ he talked iPf iheijr imcndcd 

apt^ jfrom;pbfer;Yjj5iOj[i^ which he «*" 
lAade in a former jour My to that ktngdono.. 
His . difcourfe 




^' 
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)ie/dc<#rAifii that lie fiiould nwcr&t (fot 
for ar^y othjer comitry, but t^at from whick 
iie traveller returns* 

Thus paired the night; — in the liiomii^ 
Dr. L. came to make viihsLt be termed « 
friendly^ inftead of a profeffio^al yi(it» 
^Mr.j^udley under ftood the diftioSbicwr. 
He wiflxed to aific ionne ^ueftiofis> imt 
^as interrupted by Mrs. Petielope^ who 
came again to urge the propriety xif 
adminiftering her ififaUible medicine, 
JDr. L. on being confulced, owned the 
patient was in a ftate to adaiit of hazardous 
experiments, and withdrew^ promiHng to 
<all again in the evening. 

Mrs. Penelope might now be faid to 
enjoy her full impoitance* Every 
domeftick was employed to procure 
or prepare the refpe<3ive ingredients^ 
^hich (he mixed with her own hands, 
according xo the prefcribed rule. She 
at length approached Mr. Dudley's bed- 
£de with the celebrated compounds b^ut 
i;(^histher like Circe with the poifonou^ 

Toil, n, I cb^iccy 
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chalice, or like Hygcia with the reftora* 
five cup, the event will determine. 

The immediate effcft certainly did 
not realize her fanguine expedlations. 
^Perhaps Mr. Dudley's ftrength was too 
far exhauftcd} or he might want/tf//i, 
vrhich I am told is a neccflfary auxiliary 
in this clafs of remedies j for they often 
lie dormant^ unlefs quickened by a fort of 
Tcadtion in the patient's mind; or the 
herbs might not be gathered at the right 
period of the moon, whofe influence in 
pharmacy is unqueftionable. I will not 
dare to arraign the infallibility of the 
recipe, but will only ftate, that Mr. 
Dudley appeared confidcrably worfe after 
the operation, in the opinion of every 
body but Mrs. Penelope j who, having 
the {2Lmc faith in her preparation as Don 
Quixote had in the balfam of J'irebrafs, 
perceived ftrong fymptoms of immedjaK 
recovery. She retired exulting in her 
phyfical knowledge, to enjoy the pleafure 
of a pool at Trcdrille, with two ftlcft 
firicnds, ^^ 
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'• L. did not confirm Mrs. Penelope's 
4)pinion at his evening vi(ic. Mr. Dudley 
had previoufly requeued to be left alone 
with his phyiician; " I perceive. Sir,'* 
faid the exalced nian» *^ that you are fen- 
iible I am much worfe, and I thank you 
ibr your explicit behaviogr. I could not 
be deceived by common profeffional 
forms, and you are too liberal to adopt 
them. I have feen enough of life to be 
willing to refign it s buc we are not called 
into extftence merely for ourfelves, and 
there are circumdances which make me 
wifli that I could at this time recover. 
Do you know of any experiment that has 
.41 chance of fucccfs ?'* 

TheDr. replied that an operation might 
be performed upon his fide, but that it 
was excruciating and highly dangerous. 

^* I will fubmit to it cheerfully," re- 

..plied Mr. Dudley. << Let the fur^eons 

attend me at five o'clock <to-morroAV 

morning. I do not wifli for any of the 

.family to be informed of it.'' 

^ 12 In 
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In purfuance of >this refolotton lie 

anfv^crcd every interrogatory with & 

afiurance that he was «jmuch better, arrd 

difpofcd to flumber. He perceived By 

l-ouifd's eyes on her re-entering the roomi 

that flic had difcovered his increafed 

. danger, and he endeavoured to confirm 

Tier finking fpirits by infpiring a degree 

of falfe hope. " Do not, my love, entirely 

depend upon my phyfician's report; a 

fick man is the btft judge of his owa 

feelings. I flatter myfcif that I fhall have 

a comfortable night. Go early to bed, 

and you will be fufficiently rcfreflied to 

attend me in the morning. I fhall com- 
pofe myfelf with the thought that ydu 
are tranquil/* 

Mifs Dudley did not controvert thi« 
opinion. She tenderly wifhed him 'a 
good night, and withdrew to l^er cwo 
apartment. Her breaking heart required 
Ibmc relief, and flie now recolledlcd rhac, 
at her exprefs defire, flie was lodged Ifl 
a fmall room feparated from \tx father's 

j^y a thin partition* She therefore baAilf 

left 
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fi;fc \t^ ztfji took two or three turns in an 
adjpining ante^chamber, undetermined 
how to di/pofe of herfelf for a few hours, 
Jf flic joined Mrs. Penelope's party, it^ 
wpuld only be to receive felicitations,. 
and to hear prpgnofticks which her reafon 

fadl]^ difproved ; or probably (he might 
1^ preifed to take a hand at cards, as a^ 
fure fpecifick againft melancholy. She 
h^d ever felt a tendernefs for the preju- 
dices and peculiarities of age i but at thi3 
tinie, her mind was in a ftate to render 
^ folitudc the beft ibcletv.'* 

She at length withdrew to the library, 
iuid endeavoured to relieve her deje£tioii 
tjy applying to fdme of the treafures withi 
which it was ftored. But wit had loll 
its attic^ point, ^nd elegance its forcible 
attra£biqn« She could' hot follow aa 
argument through its long train of deduc-^ 
tions, and the bcft-tpld parrative failed 
to intereft her attention. She returned 
the books to their places, and after a 
minute's paufe funk upon her knees; 
Grief has been termed the parent of eloi 

13 queneej— 
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qucncc ; — it is peculiarly fo in an inforriictf 
well-regulated mind. She raifed Ker 
eyes, the feelings of her agitated foul' 
animated every impaflToned feature. Her 
fnowy hand^ remained clafped in anguifh, 
and regardlels of the tears which fell' 
copioufly upon them. . In the warm flow 
of unftudicd elocution her lips expreffed" 
the piety of a fcraph, chaftifed by the 
humble awe of a weak^ dependent mortaL 
She fupplicated Heaven to fpaire her 
father^ her only friend and comfort i 
but (he alked with fubmiflion. She 
painted an orphan's forrows i but not 
with the dark colourings of defpair. 
Her mind appeared to gather ftrengtti 
from her divine employment i her Mrs 
ceafed to flow $ a ferene fweetnefs Beamed 
in her countenance^ and when (be rofe 
from her knees to retire, her whole form 
feemed infpired with fupernatural intelli^ 
gcnce, and exprefled the moft lively 
rcfemblance of fuperior beings which 

the human imagination can form. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pclham*s apprehenfion for his 
friend having rendered him unfit for 
company^ he had r^ired' to fpend his: 
evening in a reading clofet at the upper 
end of his library. His attention was 
drawn from his (ludies by the found of 
a female voice. He ftepped foftly to 
the door^ and became an unobferved 
£pe£bator of the fcene i have defcribed. 
His feafations were in- fome refpe£ts 
fimilar to thofe exprefled by Sir Eldred 
ef the Bower j. . 

*• My fcorn has oft the dart rcpdPcl 

*' Which guileful beauty threw ; 
'* Boc gt)Odhefs heaHi and grace beheld** 

** Mttfl every hearrfubduc." 

After Ihe had withdrawn he returned 
into his clofet^- but even his favourite 
authors were now taltelefs. The pleadings 
of Demofthertes were ftudied and artifi* 
cial, when compared to the more lively 
oratory of a deeply-affcdled heart -, nop 
did the morality of the divine TuUy 
ftrike the foul with fuch (Irong convidlioa 

14 in 
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in favour ef the nobleft virtues^ u^ \t 
KceWtd from the powerAil c»mpte ol 
]MM[itb and ifinoecnce. 

He left ht» books^ and walked to the 
»blc, againft which Mifs Dudfey ha* 
htely knelt; itwasftillwcc with her tears. 
There, beading over the marks of boljf 
ferroWj he recalled her image to his^ 
recoUedion. Even When bis heart wa» 
moft infatiiated by the fuperior brilliancy 
•f Marianne's chanm^ it had done juftice 
to Louifa's virtues* Time and $bCenc€^ 
had blunted the pain of difappointfnent>. 
and gradually reconciled his miad to the 
lofs of his firft love 5. but his attachment 
had been too ftrong to permit him to 
form a fecond choice^ though every 
hope had been excluded by her marriage. 
He had too ftroivg fenfe to yield to 
whining complaints, and he (ubmittcd 
i» ^/evert mortification with nnanly firm- 
liefei but whenever Fancy recalled to. 
his mind any plcafing ideas, the attrafting 
image of Marianne Dudley rofe to his^ 

▼iew, and the charnns of other fair onei 

faded 



-•' 
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|aded ft the comparifpn. Yet even that 
fafcinacing form f^emed. to yield to the 
fupcriour lovelinefs of intelle£tual, beauty^ 
an^ he determined if poflible to refcue 
Louifa from ap , orphan*'s woes>. and to 
filicic the affeftions of fo valuaJMe »" 
woounr^ 

cj^4P. xxxym. 

Akireumftance of awful/oUmnity prepares ' 
tbewayf^r a %ety defirable event;. 

Mr. Dudley fpcnt the night m 
*gPiy> ^ut his fortitude ieemed to increase 
wth'his pains j arid his dcfire of not dit 
turbinjg his daughter, who, he found, 
lay near him, repreflc3 the* groan of 
anguifh. The powers of his mind con-- 
titiued unimpaired/ he fek his danger>^ 
and coprfiderrng it ppl|ible that he might • 
not furyive the intended operation, ihe djs^- 
fired that l^K Pelham might be called at 
an early J^our. The worthy man^.flew .tj>-' 
!bi& apartmeDtj but (hocked at the vifible" 

"15.. ^ change i: 
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change in his friend's countenance, he burfl: 
into tears, which the dying hero thus re- 
*proved: **Check this unmanly forrow, my 
good Sir; mine is no uncommon lot. I do 
but undergo ihc general law of nature^ to 
which this world is fubjedl ; a world mor- 
tal and perifhable like man its lord. I have 
many comforts, at times i hey predominate 
over my fufferings ; my foul is tranquil j 
.1 look forward to futurity with hope, 
I have orly one trouble." — " Confide it to 
me," faid Mr. Pelham, endeavouring to 
fiifle his grief. 

" Blefled be Heaven for a little inter* 
Yal of eaff," refumed Mr Dudley ; " I 
am perfuaded that you will ex^rt your kind 
endeavours to procure that fatisfaftion to 
my family from the Spanilh government;, 
which I could not in perfon demand. The 
peculiar circumftances of my (lory muft 
move attention, but (bould you fail of fuc* 
cefs, I commeiid my character to your 
care. Defend it from opprobrium ; fay 
that I was not intentionally unjuft; unfore- 
ftcn incidents^ a variety Cf mi&fortunes, 
- aU 
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all united to prevent the favourite wifti off 
my heart. Thofc whom I have injured 
v/\\l complain ; endeavour to foftea the 
aiperity of their complaints." 

" Your memory," faid Mr. Pelham, 
dafping the hand of Mr. Dudley> *' (hall 
be as irreproachable as your life. I 'da 
not doubt but that ample juftice will be 
done you, yet^ if it fhould be withheld^ 
I will make myfelf your executor. I know 
the amount of your debts ; calm your 
worthy heart 5 were they double the fum, 
1 would with pleafure difcharge them.'* « 

" You are too good,c too generous; 
I afked not this i I expeAed it not; your 
kindnefs pains me." Mr. Dudley funk 
upon his pillow, andremained fiknt a few 
m^ments.^ , 

The furgeons now entered ; he opehed 
bis eyes, and welcomed them with a fligbc 
motioa of his hand : ^' I have fome private 
bufincfs," faid he; " go, dear Pelharn» 
^eave me a little while ; if I am worfe I 
will fend for you.'*-—** Gentlemen," rc- 
funned Mr, Oudl^y^ when every thing was 

16 prepared^ 
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|^e{Nlr€d^ '' 1 am afraid your iBtcndeJ 
Miftance will not fucceedi I. am oiuefa 
iveakened by a bad night a but z& as yoo 
think bcrft. I am ready, my mind is €o)> 
Icfted Yet if you think I ihall not fur-* 
mve the dperauoii^ I wo«ld £rft fee lOjr 
^ughter.'' 

On hlsaring thefe ttoords, Mifs Dudley 
^liftked fneo the rootll; h€r anticty had 
^iy permttdd her to throvv^ fcerfcif «poQ 
Ihe bed, frdm which Ihc had frequently 
5fffendiirmg the nighty and wTth laudabfe 
curidfky haRened to hear if any groaiM 
^oceeded from her father's chamber. 
Vrom the filence which prevailed there, 
^e had compofed hertetf with the thought 
^at'Mre. Pcn€jlope*s hopes were not en- 
tirely vifionary. The found of ftrange 
^ites which 4he inrperfe^ly heard^ haj 
lekared.away her broken Humbers, and 
4ier father's words hurried 4ier into tlie 
aroom in an agony. 

. The principal furgeonliumanely ende0>- 
^0^oured to <*onfole her. He perfuaded her 
that eypening the-ulctr'iii tbe^e might be 

attended 
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jttended with falutary cpnlequeiKes. **l4t: 
mc ftay then/' feid ftie,. ** while iti* per- 
.fbrnded i I can rub his taiipks : I knaw.I 
can be of fcrvice/--^'* Retire: my l^^e/* 
(aid Mr. Dxjdky ; ** Yoi^ preftnce woulji : 
overpawcr. oic K I faint yq^^ ftWl bp 
fiinmioincd/* Lovifa.vCWppd her pioiwh. 

b^nds ia odcatal p^J^^rj and wtchd^e^^* • 

The fargeon$ now (examined tbeU'^fMI^ 
tienti and unaniinoufl^ dtclaredj thaij&(i>«i 
^i;;g/?ii/ appearances^ the propofeduncifipfi 
mjLift he declined^ No^aod^Q(Ut)d,palS^ 
b\f arife froooit, a mofiififatian^, having, 
already taken place. 

*« 1 am fenfibile/' iai^^e 4>ieroick ^« 
jcfk of theincare, ^' thac^iothf^g i;aQ fi^ilt^ 
be donefo/me. I ^ank you fof yonr 
humane attemion s— 'ycc if jfoucan inform 
me how ku^J oiay continue to fujpfcr'^— ^ 

" Your fufferings. Sir/* faid <one qf 
thern^ ^' will ; very fpeedily terminate^ but 
jfou may live feveral hpurs/* 

Mr. Dudley yvav$dJii3ibaAd^ aodthef 
;ilitbdrew.in teaf;8, 

lUe ija»w 9^Qhftd to -ft^j^ Jw ^Hi 

II by 
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by the moft folcmn chriftian duties for Ats 
cxpefled journey. Pievious lo the clergy- 
man's arrival, Mr. Pclham feated him- 
fclf be(ide the bed of death, loft in forrow, 
and inftrnPible to the frequent* fobs which^ 
proceeded from Louifa's apartment; 
' Mr. Dudtey preffed his handi ** Com- 
fdpc my^ child; dear amiable friend, com- 
fort my forlorn Louifa: a lingular attach- 
ment fubfifted- between us, it was more 
' than the tie of blood. She was my ad- 
vifer, my comforter, my companioi>, my 
tfriendfi 'our- tides, our liabits, our dcHres 
correfponded. lam not anxious new re- 
(|)eSing her fortune. L know that fbe 
Ras fufficient greatnefs of foul to dignify 
mxro^ eircumftiinces by cheerful pa- 
tience; l3ut my lofs will fit heavy upon 
her heart, confole her as a friend^ and if 
the weaknefs of her fex (hould exppfe^her 

to injury, be her proU^orJ* 

« 

" My heart,'* faid Pelh'am, finking upon 
his kniees^ «* afpircsto a more facred title. 
Ever fince I knew you it has panted to 
be allied to your virtues ; difappoiated in 

^ the 
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tBc objcft of mv youthful love, T have 
tvith matureff judgment formed a fecond 
attachment. You once promifed me your 
Marianne, I now alk for your Loui/a/* 

'* Gracious Heaven !" cried Mr. DuJ- 
ley, raifing h^mfelf up> and with an encr- 
getick voice which fcemcdto intimate re- 
covered health and ftrength, ** but did'I 
underftand you rightly ? Do you indeed 
love my Louifa ?" 

** Even when I was her filler's adorer, 
I honoured her character, and efteemed 
her virtues $ they now blaze upon me 
with invincible fplendor. The delicacy 
of her fentiments may induee her to rejeft 
a man who confefles a prior attach nient* 
Support my pretenfions by your confenr^ 
and reft adured my prefent love is fincere 
and ardent. The exalted Louifa may be 
influenced in favour of a palfion which jr^^ 
have approved." 

" Son of my foul!'* exclaimed Mr, 
Dudley, ftretching out his arms, <* come 
to my heart, and let it tell thee that all its 

r 

/e<res wijhis are ntfw fulfilled." Go and call 

my 
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tpy d^rling^ome. How blifsful arc iw^ 
•depar^cing moimeots V^ Mr. Felham mih^ 

Mils Dodlcf haftiljf threw' hierfdf iota 
Jter -fatKorls ^^r.nosi " You fecm," faid 
fte^ bending pvcr hirn ift m<;ck a^iaioq, 
« to be fomevvhiit rcyiY^d.*'---** I am, 
^y,chUd» I ^ughcmy bjigod h^d (lag- 
iiatedy but JQy has quicjcened the languid 
current* Why did I dejpair,, or,thin^ : 
thy 4nef;|t ^puid, pafs ^unnpticed ? My 
^oui^^ the wort|iy I^clharp , loves tj^ec* 
Ganft thou reijirard thy j(ather*s generou$ 
friend ? IJc has ^(ked cne (p fcteftow, nriy 
pnly treafut;c uppn him. 1 have n(^t n^anj 
momejits to lofe. . Speakv my love, wile 
thop be his? Aw^y with that rcferyp 
which kceps.iIiy^^/«^ father in fufpcnfe, 
pp the only fpbjcd which .inccrefts jiim 
upooe^rth/*' 

No language could dg^ |u(|ice to Mif^ ^ 
Pudley's feelings* (^v\cf ^d Turprjfe, . 
I^atitu^e and loye, wr re elevated to .a 
jpainful eKtrerpc. She ^wjas told iljat the 
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IbVved but. penfive taoEiate of her bolbin>:, 
ac. length: had met a f^iprocal recurm' 
She was eveneaUed upon to ccuifefs tlsQ 
^SUti'ton which- virgin modefly had cod-» 
Mated . But by whom, and in what circum«% 
ilftoceft was (he Urged to this difcloftftrcS^ 

Thrice ih€ atttmpted to fpeak, and 
thrice the wild palpit^ionl of her hoar^ 
ibrbade her utterance. At Ifngth Am^ 
ftindy easu;Iaiaiad> <^ I hw9 longr efief nned 
him — loved him I (hould %• Bui ohi 
my father, at what a B)ocncnt d<^ you^ 
claim this conftffion/* 

^ At t bliftful onej, dear delight o§ 
iny foul ! Ft is^ a nmment which fend9 t^ 
joyful pilgrim back- to his-naitive country^, 
itod fcdh the btpp»nefa of two kindred 
uriods^ Pelham, my. hiunancj genercnia,. 
noble fon, where art thou I Come and 
receive this bleOlng ffom my arma,^, while 
they have yet ftrength to beftow her on 
thee." 

Mr. Pelham, who from mottves of 
the pureft delicacy was abfent at thitv 
eclaircifiemenr}, entered at the welcomt: 

fummon$« . 
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fiimmons. Mr, Dudley held his daughter's^ 
band between his nunnbed and clamm]F 
palmSiand raifing<his eyes with patriarchal^ 
dignity, thus beftonved her on her kneeling^, 
lover. *^ I give her to thee, a dear and 
fotennn truft. Look down. Gracious* 
Creator, and blefs this worthy pair. Give 
them long life, love^ and temporal felicity r 
and let their laft moments enjoy the 
holy tranfporr, the divine beatitude which^ 
I now enjoy. "^ 

Louifa. funk in Ipeechlefs anguifh a? 
he fpoke; Mr. Pelbam fupported her.^ 
His fond attentions recalled her flutter^ 
ing fcnfes. **: Spare, oh fpare, cverf 
expreffion of love and tranfport/*^ fzii 
Hic^ ** My heart is entirely*^ yours, but I^ 
can now attend to nothing, but xnf 
father/" 

A> ferenti. elevated fmile^ exprellive 
of intelledual tranfport, beamed in Mr«- 
Dudley's face. His agonies fubfided; 
Inftead of reftlefs tollings and convulfive 
ftacts, he remained placidly compofed^ 
He received . thc> moft facrcd . rite of 

ciirift^ 
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cliriilianity with his beloved daughter 
and adopted" Ton. As he tailed the con-^ 
ietraced chalice he again blefied them» 
tfaeabftrnt Marianne, and' Mr. Giermont*. 
lie repeated to Louifa- a parting charge 
for her fifter; then (inking into a languid' 
ftate, he dozed at intervals till the even- 
ing, when again calling his daughter tor 
hia)> he drew his lafb breath- in her arm^^- 



CHAP. XXXIX. 

Includis a greater portion of time than alt 
' the preceding narrative. 

jVi I S3 budiey , reftraining her grief 
with fentiments of reVerend awe, forbore 
to interrupt the departing fouL Wbea 
the quivering pulfe had ftopped' fome 
moments, (he prelTed with pallid lips the 
honoured remains; and committing the 
corpfe to the care of the attendants, with 
a requeft that every thing (hould be 
condufted with propriety, retired to her 
aj)artment. 



tt> bjiYc Qifer/efi foixif tp^xffc. of confo- 

poUited hU. ^c.fign, an4^ he ^Jild onl^. 
i^iFe^t bisr i\9^ to indplgf her forrqv^ 
left it ^qpld s^ffiedt her h^^th. '< lit 
h^art an)4 m fpiil I re^ga bim to hi$ 
Qpdr^ fa^ $hf exa(te4 cnpuroj^n m Oughc 
I to Ciffk in defpilfA bccai&fe n)]^ belove<^ 
facher is become an inhabitant of a better 
world ? Yet allow me> Sir,. to vent in 
privacy the fond regrets of nature^ X 
with to offer niy firft fprrpwi to nrjj^- 
Maker; I trufib be will enable me to* 
fiipport them/^ 

|#r, Pfclhaw »pgiwfiie^i ^iit Mrs; 
?«»l©p? WIS gr<9l9? pf PPJWW thfit thf 
f%¥m lacj? Qugbt p9t to \fe Igft alftnp, 
fe w?s ?^Pfi#cd.iflyoJd frieo^^s l^fpuff^ 
a| hiring Mf. Dudjcyr. was r^^ly ^g^j. 
W/OmW fa& very great, as fheeyep tothf^ 
]b0l peri^eived increafing (nar}cs of bif 
§mendrn^t: but (be happily recollede^ 
^bgt (he had adm>hiftered her medicine 
t^o. fooxi after Dr. L..'s la{l.pre£:riptiqn|. 

for. 
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ift>r her pcrtidn io cfccrt iti ^hl*d efficacy^ 
;Shc now ofFcnfd to vrfit MIfs D^lej% 
^nd to talk her out of Tier tnelihtfholj^^ 
by argumcntB draWn from hef filiVoritb 

4iphorifms, that •* what muft ht wiU'be,** 
and *^ that Fate muft govern all things ;*• 
ibut Mr. ]Pelham refpcftcd the fanftity 
of his Louifd's forrows, and infiftcd ihit 
they Ihouid not be difturbed. 

From the time of her father's deatK, 

till every thing Was prepared for hBi 

funeral, Mifs Dudley never left hdr 

. chamber, except tWicc a day to vifit th^ 

corpfe. There, kneeitng by the coffin^ 

ihe poured forth the fulnefs of her affec* 

tionate grateful heart. There *flhe %ccuU 

tORied r erfelf to rrcollcdl all the mVaFuabfe 

precepts Ihe had received from bftn, 

Tcfpeftrng her c*6ndufl: in life, and left 

her nnertiory fhOtild iSlil, ^flic toifnftiktcd 

^them to ^rrting. " Thefc, my father,*' 

f^iid fhe, apoftraphifing to his fpirit, Whicli 

%c fubh'hriely fantiW fever "prcfcht with 

Vr. •■'*■ rhik; thy-elevat*d 'fchfimems, 

HliSmptiStttiint'w^ though 

^ the 
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the inftrudive voice which uttered cbem 

« 

is mute, and the heart which prompted 

^ihem no longer beats at thy highly favored 

child's approach* Yet lee nne rcQcA, 

^though thefe eyes ihine -not upoa mc^ 

^they will no longer melt into tears; the 

human afiedions are indeed extin£t -, but 

-forrow will not come nigh thcg. Thy 

tongue will never more confole or iaftrudt 

ine> but the language of complaint has- 

.ceafed for ever. Thine, my father, was 

an uneaiy pilgrimage for thee; the change 

is bjefTed, thcrefpre 1 will not. mourn/' 

I will forbear from *any further repetition 
.of thofe fcnrimentsof pious forrow, by 
which Louifa and : her worthy admirer 
.exprrflfed their unaffeded grief. They 
were elevated and devour, and a Reeling 
mind may eafily conceive them. Nor 
will I circumftantially defcribe Mr» Pel- 
ham's behaviour, yvhich was all that 
cfteem, fympathy, and delicacy could 
pronipt. The corpfe was conveyed..to 
Alderfon manofj and interred, in the 
family vaults cloie by Mrs* Ducjley's 

coffin* 
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coffin. Mr. Pelham attended Louifa on 
^his fad occafion, and Mr. Clermont 
.met her at, the grave. Marianne could 
not, join in the folcmn obfequtes. The 
intelligence of her father's danger, un« 
warily comnriunicatedj was more than 
her weakened fpirits could fupport. A 
premature confinement was the confe- 
quence of the (hock, by which not only 
Lord Clermont's anxious expeflations of 
an heir were fruftrated, but her own life 
was endangered, and the affections of her 
hulbi d farther alienated. 

Hitherto the behaviour of Mr. Pelham 
had been more indicative of the friend 
than the lover. He endeavoured to 
divert her grief by refpeftful attentions, 
or to fjoth it by fympathiGng in her 
lofs ; rather than to interrupt the train of 
her thoughts by unfeafonable anticipations 
of expeded happinefs. At parting, reci- 
procal marks of tender regard appeared 
in each. He requefted permiflion to 
' .write to her, which (he readily granted; 
and white ihc accompanied Mr. Clermont 

to 



to SunnitcKn^ (he pcFCtt^^d th^rt aUi«r 
4ivclieft laffe^ioos^wereiiot buried in hor 
"fiither's grave. 

The inrtervitw bemapn Ac fitters pre^ 
fented a fcene (Irikingty Jntereftiag. 

The, lovrly form' of M'Sritnne) faded by 
ficknefs and diftrcTs, was fuj^^porced by che 
amiable Louifa ; who ^bending over her 
^ich matronly tcndemela, joined i^ rcr 
^rec for a dear facher^s 'lufs, and with 
firmer but not kfs feeling heart, recapi^ur 
Jated the aflfedting narrative of his (ickneis 
and death. Mrs, Clermont latterly be^ 
ivailed herabfence; " and did he not,*' (aid 
jhe» '« reproach his abfcnt Marianne, and 
aik whv (he did not come to fmooth the 
htd of death, and to wipe the faint dew^ 

from his honoured face ? And yo\i too,my 

• . « , . * 

Xouifa, muft furely condemn your un- 
feeling fifter, for not haftening to a0ift 
you in thofe pious offices." 

^* 1 have to$ long known the virtues of 
that tender heart to doubt that fome cruel 
necefCty detained you from us« As for 
our faiber^ ^unkind fuibicion had ap part 
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ki his charafter. Almoft the laft words 
which he fpake were a prayer for you. 
Give^ faid he, emphacicaliy^ my dying 
bleOing Co my dear aSed^ionace Marianne; 
and thou, ail gracious Heaveo> preferve her 
from real forrow, and leflen her fenfe of 
the fmaller evils of life. ' Blefs Mr. Cler«« 
mont too, and grant them many years of 
profperity and mutual love.'' 

** Vain were thofe pious prayers,*' 
cried Mrs. Clermont in an agony ; ^' and 
' yet chey fometimes fay the good man^s 
paying wiihes are fulfilled.'* She then re« 
latsbd what a lamentable change had taken 
place in her hofband's behaviour: Mifs 
Dudley was diftreiTed at the recital ; yeC 
(he felt willing to hope that a too lively 
imagination had as ufgal aggravated the ' 
fombre lines of life; but her own obfcrv-. 
ation during her ftay at Stannadine fatally 

confirmed the fidelity of the portrait. 

She ndw exerted all the fympathi2ing 
tendernefsof her temper, and all the (rrong 
powers of her calm difcretion> to fupporc 

VOL. II. K BQd 



4M A GOSSlP^S STORY. • 

«nd conible the mourner* Ste eodeavdur*^ 
cd to diycFC her from her own misforcunei 
|>]r the •xsercjon of tbofe benevolent and 
4|£live- duties from which flie had formerly 
derived pleafure. But the Jpring of Mrs» 
Clermont's mind wss entirely broken. 
Stie piued the diftrefs of the poor^ and 
llhen an object was fBtnted oM, was will- 
ing to relieve tbeiD, bite ihe had not vi-* 
jggur of t)ul fiifficifiot to ftep out of her- 
ft^ and to takie a liveljf inc^eft m the 
lb##o^s of o^tt^i her early and iever< 
dtr&ppoirumenc preyed upon her heart i 
As no lon^r fdt aiiy indination for 
^mufemeiit, or ai^ de&re to excels and 
Irer tjioughts contkiilall^ «aodei«d witfaia 
4l9 gloomji pdtf of facr own calannky. 

Mf. CkenrtQnQ(mH^(i»ori}iiiQnQedan¥m 

o£ the worJd), w/a^deredr from ome placje <rf 
^ublick rcibrc to apocber ; in. puf fuit of 
that ftreung bajppincft whachi ftill eluded 
b.is;gf afp* Wbep c^iftppain^edhc- return- 
ed bome^i bu; ij: was qnly.to cORtraft tbc 

immfpdi pei)i^v«ie6f c^ W wife's, beha-. 

«ipur 



vlo^fpvvitti.tbe gay J^fiiK^ ^e^ had J9lt. foE% 
f(a,k/?fW and be calved .ftpm h^i^oodvft 
a firelh.cJcfine to enjoy tbemv; 

. M^&. Do^dicy dce^y fejc .fqr; ^r fifter'i^ 
M^pc9>, but i^ 5^^as her. 9^Ix a^ii^oft, -Her 

I » • 

Qwn jfu-olpeds were ffi%u\i9i^y ■ \m}iixnu\ 
Mr- Felham's letceFS yife^e , di^at^d tw" 
tbat.aianly tenderaefs which ihonfi in all 
his condufti they wcV; $^edipQ#t^ .wkb« 
Quj: ^nQpidity/aad p9JiiK'.v«ijtl¥)M fl^tteryk^ 
In Qi>e p.f tfae<n ht'iBtw^m^lb^Ki that hch 
Ifui^i^fs with the Spaoifli governimenfi was 
ainicahtf failed ; the whole propectf m^ 
n^il^tff} ^ SkngUnd^ her.£ilhOT''6disbta dtf« 
cjM^ged i** la nd a l^'r|)lu$.^C ft^ thotiAmd 
pounds left a;t hcF dfiipt^faU f^ I iH^joioef afei 
thU. evjeptjj" . C^id his,[,"' as it viU; p^evcat. 
your g^fierou^ n^ind.frpaii.fe^U^g the pain 
of/fff^o/^d dbligatior;, /\ndyct, my Loutfa:, 
ll^ould lit^e pepuoiargr fiffairs ever didurb 
t|ic fclicify.of ibofif lovers, who are.fO: 
hsf^I^ :gts^ t^ J3Q able 10 bjo^ft pn <?»^ fide- 
elegant . , cpmpf teqce^ ^nd m ^ th^j otb^r. 
irfinfceijdent wpr^ji •?'*. % ... 
.if Mr, PeUiam had jioubted 41s to the 

K 2 actual 
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^ffual transfer of bis heart from its onee 
dear objeft« the (enfations he experienced 
on revifiting Stannsdine would have con- 
vinced him; he beheld the beauty of Mrs. 
Clermont witho-ing under the worm of 
difcontetit> her features contraAed by 
peevifli melancholy, and ber temper ren- 
dered irritable bydifappointment. Though 
iuch an object moved his pity, admira« 
tion and tove could only be' awakened by 
die ttiiid intelligence and unruffled fweet- 
J9C& of a Louifa. His imps^ience to call 
the nieek^yed ao|[$;)' -bis would fcarcely 
permit him to wait the expiration of the 
Hwdve months, which ihe "had ""de voted 
m the robes of mourning. At length the 
tmiable pair plighted their mutsial vows. 
Immediately after their nuptials, Mn 
Pelham conduced bis bride vo his coun- 
try feat. As he led her the tour of his 
pleafure-groundsj ihe was particularly 
pleafed^ with a long avenue of majeftick 
oaks, fioping down the declivity of a hill, 
on the fummit of which a fine Dorick 
temple was dedicated to Integrity and 

Forti-^ 
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Fortitude. Mrs. Pelham admired the 
attick Qmplicicy of the appropriate em«' 
Uems; but her attention was fuddenly 
arretted by one objediyif/^r/^ /> w/)rioiereft- 
ingi a fine butt of her father in white 
nurble, was placed at the upper end' 06 
the building* and on a beautiful Etrufcaa . 
urn under it^ ihe read the following \xi^ 
fcription i 

Hcre» as to Crixr Integrity we koeel. 

And light to Fortitude the YOtive flam^ 

Thy memory^ Dndlefl animates our zeal. 
And purer, atdoofl lAvidlo at thy aaoie, 

pere» w^en we mourn the father and the friend, 
Hope fhtU the funeral pal) of forrow raifes 

Ani felfifti Grief its lamentations end. 
Thy life to copy, and thy death to praifew 

Here, if we faint beneath the taflc of life, 
^ Thy bright example ih^U neiv force fupply; 
Arm onr weak, foiils for renovated ftrife. 
And i^oint oar jail imbitioa to the fky< 

• 
Oh, ever lov'd !while o^er iSy facrcd earth 

AflSeftion graves thy dee<l^f and drops a' tear; 

OttT future lives (hall emulate thy worth ; 

Our fotare virtues prove that thou ivertdcar. 

K. 3 Mr, 
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Mr. Pcfe^m thus tenderly addrefied l^r 
when &c had recovered from her firll 
emotion. Vl propofe my fclf many delight- 
ful hours ill this tranquil retreat. Here, 
my Louifaj we will often retire to hold 
communtcatfons ^kh odr own hearts, and 
00 form a juft eftinmtfe of life. We will 
not furvey its Juil& ferrditrs through the 
gloom of mifanthropy, nor will i;re judge 
of its pUaJures from the colourings of en- 
thufiafm, ' We will rccolicdl your fathcr*s 
precepts, and confider it as a chequered 
fcene, from. which the vUrtuous well re- 
gulated mind may derive many advan- 
tages. Here we will conver fe with that 
e ver-refpe£ted man \ we wiU feaft oiA' eyes 
with gazing upon his features^ and our 
minds by recalling the noUir likene& of 
the informing foul. We will think of 
him, not with that ufelefs regret which 
ends in penfive melancholy, ncjuch Icfs 
with that bold ibrrow which audacioufly 
dares to queftion Providence ; but our 
remembrance fhdl tend to meliorate our 
own hearts, and our love prompt us to 

cxercifc 
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cxcrcife thofe virtues which have glori*- 
fied him, and will exalt ti^ to equal hap- 
pinefs. Should any little error m the^ 
Conduft of either^ give pain to thefufccp- 
tibility of fond attachment, hfere we will 
come, and fancy that marble animated, 
and that it repeats the excellent obfcrv* 
ations we have fo often heard : ^bat im-^ 
perfeSlion is always mixed with ifuman 
virtues^ and infeUcity wifi human blifs.^*^ 

ft 

CHAF. XL. 

Tbi (londufion. Mms^ Prudentia ceremom* 
oufly &kes leave of all her char alters. 

1 HAVE now brought my narrative 

ft 

. CO ~a period ; but as Swift obferves, that 
no well-bred modern author will omit 
the conclufion, I willingly fubjoin one. 

I once intended to have adopted fup- 
plicatory addreftes to the candour and 
generofity of my gentle readers ; but re- 
collefting that there has lately been an 
uncooimon demand for thefe qualities, 

K 4 and 
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and apprebeoding they muft have been 
cpcirely worn out in the fcrvice of my^ 
lifter novrlifts^ I am under a necellity of 
depending upon the tafte and difcernnient 
of the.age^. wuhout even advancing the 
ufual pleas of litde leifure and painr 
ful interruptions.^ Indeed I am afraid* 
readers care little about an author's private 
hiftory» and after all the civil things we 
can iay^ only appreciate our merit by 
our ability to entertain and inilruft fbem. - 
Therefore, inftead oT obtcuding myfelf 
upon the pubfick, the remaining pages 
ihall be employed in de&ribii^ the 
frejeni fituation of my princiml cha- 
raders. "^ ' 

Nearly three years have elapfed fince 
Mifs Dudley gave her hand to Mi[« 
Pelhanri^ and the enamoured hu/band>?/|/ 
cqnflders , that event as the happieft qf 
his life. She has fanned the torch of Love 
\9ith fuch admirable dexterity, that it 
continues to burn with a calm (leady 
flamei and with fo little diminution of 
Its priftine brightnefs, that Mr. Pel ham 

iS 
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» celebrated by all vmHo kn<ny hxvh^ fdr 
being a polite^ tender huiband,.cc> dn uiv- 
. aflfun^ing wife. Her chara&er .rifcs in 
^his. eflimation every hour,, and.ftie okc^, 
furprifes him ,by.the difcovcry of fonic 
new virnie> or gr-acefijL accqnopliflinfienti 
ijvhich unobcruilve delicacy bad hitherto 
concealed from his obferyatioa. Her ex- 
cellent judgment, tempered by cheerful 
affability, induces him to confide in her 
as. a friend, and to admire her as a com- 
panion; his high ojpioion of the fupe^ 
riority of her condudl,, prompts him tp» 
be morj; obfervant of his awn, and tO' 
guard |ith fcrupulous care againit his 
natural infirmities, left t^y (hould prCi- 
judice him in her efteem«. He is now 
acquainted with the preference which 
his Lquifa felt for him, during the time 
of his attachment to Mrs. Clermont -, and 
his greatnefs of foul induces him to ad'* 
mire the delicacy, that fo clofely con«» 
cealed it from every eye, and ^e.gener 
rofil^^: that refolved by cooqueriog it to 

K 5, facrificc- 
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&crifice every fdii(h wiih tor the good 
-0f others..' 

* Mrs. Penelope Pclhaoi, who was cx- 
^trctndy averfc to her nephew*is eotiocc- 
tion with Mifs Dudley, from a periliafioii 
khtt he was deferring of a Duchefs, and 
^ laft Gonlfenicd to the marriage becaufe 
there is a fate in thefe thiQgs which can* 
^not be ^ithftoody i? now conipletdy 
Ircconciled.. ' ' ' 
"She rcfidcs with tht young coupfe, not 
only to fee' that every thing goes oa 
right, but a](b to pleafe Mr. Pelham,. 
"who ihe is convinced could not be happy 
ivithout her.. We have corre(|J6nded ft* 
veralytars. <^ 

Her letters are now generally filled 
«iwih th* wictieifiiis of mailer PteSiam,. 
^who is juff twenty months old, and by 
lier ;accOirnt a prodigy*. She femetimes^ 
:%eak!s of her niece, aUows her to be an 
ot^iging ^pd'-tempercd' youftg^ Mrotaafti 
%id fo weft infenwcd hi boufekecpmg^ 
that Mrs, Penelope has yielded tiie <firmrJy 

& V i afi&in 



tdr^i^ to 1i€r management^ ^nA th^y are 
now almoft as well concki^ied a^ When 
Ae herfdf prcGded. She nncntiionS 
amongft hef nrece^s perfeflriohs, that (he 
Is an excellent miUincr, and makei 
♦* mighty becoming bonnets^ for ladies 
^ho are not very yOung.. She has aKb^ 
Earned to play at Tredrille. 

liOuifa has not deferted SeatondelL 

« 

Indeed (he is particularly attached to the 
little farm, which afforded an aCylum to 
herfelf and her father in their advcrftty ; 
and which was planted and decorated* 
under his dircdtions. Mrs. Arby and 
the reft of the neighbours arc " prodi* 
gioufly proud** when Che honours th^m 
with ^a rifit, and fhey dllcover taany 
kxeeltenctes in Mrs. Pelham, which riicy 
Werldoked in Loulfa Dudley. I find ihe 
has enlarged the 'charitible infticutions 
which ihe fornrierly founded, and rt gives 
tnt particular pleafore to hear that Mr^ 
Felham has made poor Waldcn tolerably 
^^P9fr ^ prefenting h?m with alivin^ 

K.6 Mr. 
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Mr. Clermont is bcGome a peer by his 
father's death, but the acquifition of & 
tick has not contributed, to his repofe* 
.The late Lord's fencinnents in politicks 
^ere fo viotently. in oppolition to. governr 
ment, that- they, have operated as. an 
antidpte to. his fon ; . who being, tired, of 
the infipidity of a fafhionable lifc^ hag 
entered into adoiiniftration, with the 
fanguine hope of having now found the 
long-defired good. His features; have 
accj^uired a caft of myftery, and his frank 
impaflioned manner is changed into 
reifrve and importance. He fometimcs 
pays a. fhort vifit to his Lady at the 
JParky who welcomes him with tears^.and 
encjeavours to<detaia hioi. by- complaints. 
Her time pzBjcs very uaconnfortably. She 
has in a great degree fecludedi her(elf 
irom fociety^ fome of her neighbours 
fay ihe if derangpd^ others thiok hec 
intolerably proud;, all bUme. her. foe 
living unhappily with, a.handfome^ geiie^ 
rous, wellf^^behaved hufband.. Few cao 
ufiderftaad her forrowsj and fewer have 

couragfr 
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courage (o ftem the torrent of publick 
opinion by pkying them. 

The Dowager Lady Clernnont is a con«- 
vert to methodifnit and is efteemed a^ 
blejftd acquifition by that focicty. 

Mifs Milton's fenle of her friend's 
injuries is fo* very acute, that fhe has 
rejeded two unexceptionable offers, and . 
transferring the faults of one man to the 
whole fpecies, has declared herfelf a 
determimd mennber of my (ifterhoodi 
Her re&ntment againft the bafe, ungrate>> 
ful, tyrannick fex is fo great, that flic 
tfltirely avoids the fociety of gentlemen. 
Her apartments are decorated with 
hiftories intended to defer ibe their 
{alfehood; and fiie fpends her time in 
writing fatires againft perjured fwains^, 
and elegies upon deceived nymphs. Her 
favourite fubjedt of converfation is to 
inveigh agai nil Lord Clerinont^ and fomo 
of tbofe cenfures have reached his Lord- 
ihip, and contributed to increafe the 
unkindneis which flie deplores. 

After 



A GOSSIP'S STORT. 

Afc^r fcveral unfuccefsful attempts tir 
form a matrimonial conoedion with a 
woman of charader. Sir William Miltotr 
has taken Mifs-Morton again into keepings 
Their tempers are too violent for cordi- 
ality, fcarce a day pafie» without su 
quarrel; and though he congratulates 
himfeif that he is not bound to the fury 
for life, fhe makes his haughty Ipirit 
bend to her controul. Nay, ihe affirms^ 
that ihe may be Lady Milton when (he 
pleafesy and the bets in this particular 
are two to one againft Sir WiHiam. 

A very (trange event has taken place 
at Danbury fince I mentioned my favour-^ 
ite abode, and I beg my readers pardon 
for not inarming them of it fooder.. 
Could iny one have believed that stfrxr 
ihirty-five years of irreproachabte conduS?,, 
Mifs C^rdamum (houtd at laft elope with 
Mr. Inkle. Thou^ chjs^ mateh wiK» 
eompleted uoder the^fptots of Cupid^ 
k does not prove to be is yitj happy^ 
one. Mr« Cardaitium is ioezcarabie iii 
point of fortune, and as Mrs. Inkle pofi^ 

tively 
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tWelf . refufes to go behind the counter, 
or to do any thii^ inconfiflent with her 
digAity^ I ana afraid the youag man is 
plagued with a well*bred wife> and a 
Icanty ihcome. We have excluded her 
/rom bor genteel aflcmbly : I am told flie 
18 much piqued at it> but fuch an unpar- 
donable dereliftion of all rules of decorum 
ought to be feverely reprobated. 
. A great deal has been faid lately re- 
fpefting Captain Target's attention to 
Mrs. Eleanor" Singleton. .They have 
been furprifed tcte-atete at picquetf 
and I faw him with my own eyes carry 
little Fido from church laft Friday, for 
fear he fliould dirty his new pink fattin 
ribbon.. I have a very good opinion of 
my< friend*^} uhderftanding, and I hope' 
it was only a neighbourly adion. 

Since Mrs* Inkle's marriage, Mrs. 
Medium, has laid ftrong fiege to Mr. 
Alfop, and fhe manages the battery of 
fter da'ughter Dolly's merits fo admirably 
that r think his he^rt mi0 furrender at 

difccteion. 
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difcretion. His houfekecper^ N^s. Sectf^ 
18 of a difierent oprnion.^ 

I (hail conclude wioh a fong latdy com^ 
pofed by. Mrs. Pblham ; who (liU occai- 
fionally facriBces to the Mufes. My 
correfpondenc Mrs. Penelope has luckily 
favoured me widi a* copy» jjuft io time 
for publication :. 

Go» daughters of Fmlhion» forpleafare repine^ 
The joyi ye pnrfue are not equil to mine ; 
The homQari of thoufaods for yours nioll agree. 
Mine centre in Henry, and'Henry's in me. 

TberorethricehatLbloom'donthrchapletofMajf, 
Since I bow'd at the altar, and vow'd to obey ;. 
Talk not of reftri£Uons, the bond I approve, 
'Tis fan£lion'd*by reaibn, re£gion« and'16ve. 

Gay carrols the lark as we rife in the mom». 
And at evening the blackbird chaunts fweet on 

the thorn. 
We join in the concert, why (hould we refrain ? 
Oar hearts are at gratefi;^, at lively our ftrain. 

We btik^in the funCbine which fcunaer fnpplies^ 
And count, fertile aatumn ! thy exquiiite dies|, 
Nd terror m ice- mantled' whiter we fee,. 
A Jbook.and a.fooj^ ftiU can conquer ennui*. 

Domefisd^i. 
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Docnefltck» yet cheerfa1« delighted to blend. 
By prudent attentions the lover and friend^ 
Jo wedlock's full cup we fome bitters exped^ 
And allow for the frailties we try to correft. 

Though (hunning the many, wild Comus's crew i 
For focial enjoyment we chufe but a few: 
Thofe few round our table (hall frequently meet. 
Sincere be the welcome^ and fioiple the treat. 

Our boy on my bofom I eherifh with prtdtf. 
He calls to thofe duties we gladly divide ; 
May he live when our limit of being it done. 
And onr names and wur virtues farvive in onr foR; 



THS END. 
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f V T?AMILY Secrets, Lherary kAd Dottieffic. 
Xr By Mr. Pratt. 

•* convierfanc.** Bacok* ' 

In five large Volumesy lamo. Price iK ^a. Boardi^ 

- «f Mr. Prattfakf tntroduced tt> a -toitterdiia fet bf readers a notel 
fliiat hai the fflcHt of beiiif at <mte tendfcr, pathetic, and fall of 
love-; «nd> whi<;h maybe a mote uf^coAMon circufnttaoCej "<^ 
kr»e tthMd ivit^ ebe greateil dKeretton.^ 

^* In the Tolumea before va, there are feveral boautiffil ■■§ 
•jOTeding- ilrokes of nature.*' 

«< Thit prod«6tiafr teinthb Mamter 'of ^eCM School^ that U, 
ikm avthorhas made'it hit ehitf otfed to dtfp'hiy Ketgn asjbe U, 
arid to txhibic fach charafteM at cannot bat be feond among tht^ 
dadfea whom he hat ^felHieatedL' AeUrdtnglfy, the great mer^c of 
the b!>ok conEAs in the feveral fceoea producing their apprapiiata 
eA6ts^ and the Whole tending <to iA^reCi en the mmd new motives 
t» tot«, and to promote bamaiiity) y'mne, and religion.** 

Ginfteman's Maga:i:ine for Mofk 

2. GLEANINGS THROUGH WALES, HOL- 
LAND, AND WESTPHALIA? with Views df 
Peace and War at Home and Abroad.- To whidi 
is added, HUMANITY ; or, the Rights of Nature : 
A Poem. Revifcd and corrc^ed. B/ Mr. Pratt. 
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In time Vaomw, l^y ^"^ ^^ Gmncain Botrib. 
Tliiid £dttioik - 

(«^^^ V '* Ibood fo manf livelj and pinfant exhibttioas of 
fniimf^ ^ fliaoy amulhig and intent iliag aiiecdotcBir and (o manf 
^l»«^atioos and reffedions, gay and grave, fporUTc and fend- 
ttental^ (all eaprcfled in a gay and familiar ftyl^) better foited to- 
tbc puTpoft than fentencaa laboured wkbr. artificial ezadoefs, tlut 
we cannot but rcconmefld it to our readers aa a highly amuflng 
•nd jnttrcftiog' performance.** 

.jUaljtUsl Jtivmo, yan» jf^€, 

3. A DE^FENCE of the FRENCH EMI- 
GRANTS. Addrefied to the People of France. 
9y TaoPHiMi GbraldDi Lallt-Tolkndal. 
TranHated; fxom the French* by John Git poud^ 
Efq. In one Volnme, STvo* Price 78. fioards* 

« We do not here propofe to awiooiice^or re conineiid to poUie 
notice , a work which was known ail o^er Europe as foon as 'it was 

pvblifiied, and of which the numerous editiootare difpofed of with 
• rapidity c^oa) to'ihot with- whieb they luccee^ each other; bat 
we wQuld willingly |kay that tribute of Jionsage and good wiflici which 
is due from eveiy man who cemmifinate* the unibrtuB.-itCf or it 
leoGbie of the clUms of ju/lice, and tbe.ioterefls of focial order.- 

f^ If ever a man could be fitted, by a train of yrcjamfliysij lo< 
vndcrtakft thjc defeaco of a caofe fo great* and at the fame time ki^ 
difiiftroQs and fo difficolt| it is widoubtcdJy ^e noble advocate whg 
las taken it fip»«.«' - - v 

f < Undoubtedly there is oot among all tfie French emigraiiCiY 
atiaii- nMfe pro^r Co oodertake- their defence, than he whom fofw 
tune ^ad placed in fuch a fitnaUoAj than .he on ' whom Prondeoce 
oaiimpbfed fuch dttties, eodowipg him with (itch feotiiiieats aa^ 

fifcttjtiesy and. had forced and inftruiftfd from his infancy to pttr>« 
lie, , to unmafic, to combat, ip diiafn> ani-b^ down^ £rattd» fai» 
julliee, and violence* 

*< We confeis that under each of thefe pomta of view, thecbaai*. 
pion of the emigrants has fulfilled, perhapSNforpafled, w|uc we had 
^romifed ourfeives from his undertaking. We fliall not pratic the 
eloquence, the force of reafoning, the touching fenfibiiiiy which 
charaderife every page of the Defence of the Emigrants. Wo iball* 
only repeat what has been (aid a thoufand tunes in France and out 
o£ f rapce, « It was wliat evety body cKpeded from bim.** 
„ . Mritjfi Crifu^ J«n§ I792#. 
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4. AN OLD FRIEND WITH A NEW FAC?t 
a Novel. By Mrs. Parsons. In three Volaoies. 
iPrice I OS. 6d. Boards, 

J, CLARA DUPLESSIS and CLAIRANT: 
The History of a Familt of Fr»kjch Emi- 
grants. Trtnflated from the GerqMo* In three 
Volumes, i(2ino. Price ids. 6d« Boards. 

** This pathetic nnvdi or relation of hStty hat been deiervedly 
lueceft/itl'batK in its native country and at Paris. The charadeta 
<re drawn with a truth of nature which is truly ^miraUe ; espe- 
cially that of the Vifcount. The diftrels, every where rtfultitag 
from pt^udice, tends to counterad thoft mirchicvoot pptoiona 
^r which it iiifpires the deepeft pity. Every emigrant mud feel 
indebted to the author for the fairnefs with which he pleads their 
csttfe } and every democrat (hould acknowledge the favour which 
he ihews to their fpeculations. The pathos of Htchardibn and of 
Roufleau is not unfre^ueotiy emulated in the fitnations^ and in the 
letters ; and they derive a novelty of injbereft from the great events 
with which they are interwoven. 

** We ihould with pleafure tranflace fiime aSeOiag inqiflMntf/ 
hot a work of this'lbusp is aot farmed to be long a ftranger to our 
literature.'* ^/^. f« M»ntUj Aevuvt, Vol* «i. 

6. SECRET HISTORY of the f RENCH RS» 
"VOLUTION, from the Convocatioit of the No* 
TABLES in 17S7, to the Firft of November i796» 
Containing a vaft Number of Particalari but little 
known ; together with Extra^s of the^moft remark^ 
able Pabiications on the Ref olotion, which hare ap* 
peared in France, Germany^ and England. Tran* 
ilated from the French of Francis Pages. In tivo 
Vols. Svo. Price 14s. in Boards. 

7 An HISTORY^ or ANECDOTES, of dM 
REVOLUTION in RUSSIA^ in the Year ifkm. 
Trandated from the French of M. Di Rulhibri. 
With an elegant Head of the UUDp Ej^sfrbss. Pjtim 
48. fewed. 

This work i^m written tf the anlhor AeitlysAtr the tiaoftc- 
tioss which be relates^ of which he was an eyt-witnclf. Great 
efibrri ware made hy CATaaaiiix at tht Ciosn of France, t» 
fsffnis the pabucatiie» BsibcsaaA Bumsai vcMatfde afcaff 
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but ih€ coul4 fu£cee4 A9 furtW tha^ 1^ ^^f^ * f k>iv& th;^ It 
Aoiild net appear in ^er Hftdine. 'fb^'imprcM being now dead, 
itiftjaft puUiifted ia liraoct 'by dM Heir o£*M. Dx RtTLHixRi. 

*< The groundtof M. Dx Rulhxxkx*8 inlbrmation ftem ia« 
dirpttUkle, «o4 bk Readers app«r to hate every reaTdn to be (ttxu 
Ged with hit difcejcpiaent, in onfoldiiig the mouves and clrconv 
Aaaeet that con^urrM in bringing about this ftrUpng event. He 
if so iiinile copieVy-lHit hat drawn hk cfaara^kers, and defcrihsd. hh 
fcenes, with the.lviaft of a atailc&^-^Soch' is the acooaoC nowy for 
thefirft tiipey deliveted to the publici of the circam^UacesaftlendMig 
the mehrochoiy end of Peyir III. the abCoUite monarch of a ya& 
empttc ; and who, with all hiMnfirmiticSj performed, djimng hia 
Ihoit reign of only fix monthsj^ io m^ny a3t of Kiunauity and 
aercy* and fhewed fach difpofitiont to pronaote the hap^ae^t of 
mankind, that his defeats in point of prudence dem^^xied iroia ibfi 
fympathififl^ heart a tear upon his a(hes, 

** We Aall only add^^ that >»e have Teldom loet with more iof- 
t^hrefKng origin?] anecdotes, than thoie that ape wmaioed lAthc 
J^e WQrk which we have now reviewed.^'. 

^pp. to Monthly Revi<9, Pol. z%» 

8. A RESipkNCE in PRANCE, during t>e 
Y««r9 l75^i 3/ 4» vnd 5 ; defcnbed in a Series, pf 
Letters from an Englitb Lady ; witti general aod in- 
cidental Remarlts on the French .Chai:ad.er and Map* 
i»r*. Two Volumes, 8vo. The Second Edition,, 
Pme 149. 'Bemfdai.' 

"^yU ft drly juftice to (ay,* that the ftyJe 14 as, poUAcj^ as the. 
siiatCer isinreiemttg aftb-hnportant J nor nave we any doubt thati 
thc.bMk. will- remain. a pemanent mcMniment of the tafte a&d 

t«i^j^ ^;^ mim*:* . • i .. . JSnu^ OHh, j^ i 797. 

• ^. A LETTER to' die Hoiv>tirabIe THOMAS 
BMKiNB ; -^ontiihfng'fame STRICTURES pn bi| 
•• VIEW of the CAUSERS and CO N SEQUENCES' 
'«.^ llie. ' prdfuTt^ AAA ^ik^l^RANCH.*"' By 
J»09iaa9voiiii>fifck^ IIM Temh'Bdkiom '^Frice 

»«e4iogiKlb$ W'c^ TeaderMu!^ Itere ^ftc^J'TaJfts' PPjpofe^ to 
Reclamation, and proofs to bare aflcrcion, we cannot corkieivrourV 
relic^bl|aaed«^y.M| }pfn^f9kwm^^^\m «e.^p(*eii«Qeth*t 
^% lvbii$^|CiM^'49»^iM civ'CMPgiifiisAi^ 64*4. ^nAver n. M«. 

■i J .#'*-•»» . i * J •! • 10, A 
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10. A LETTER to a MINISTER of STATE 
on the CONNECTION between the POLITICAl^ 
SYSTEM of the FRENCH REPUBLICK, and 
the PRINCIPLES of the FRENCH REVOLU- 
TION : ContauQing s^n Expofitioa of the Refolutioa. 
and Projeds of the French Coverome^nt, on the imn 
p^ant 6ub}«a of PEACE. By Mallet Du Pak; 
'trapHmcd frqm the French* Price is. 

** There h no pelitictl writer iii Europe to whotS; produdiont 
we are more inclined to pay attendopy than tho& of M^ Ma^l^T 
Du Pak'. 

*« Of a. pamphlet fo Tcry important, we could not content 
ourCdvcs with giving only a ihort account j we have ihej^fbre laid 
4>efore the reader fuch fpedmens at will evince its general wfture, 
and will, doubtlefs, induce many to confider more at large ame« 
morial containing fo many proofs of political fagacity and wifdom.** 
' Britijb Critic, July %j^7, 

11. A JOURNEY OVER LAND to INDIA, 
partly by a Route never gone before by any Euro- 
pean. ^y Donald Campbell, of Barbeck, Efq. 
who formerly commanded a Regiment of Cavalry in 
the Service of his Highncfa the Nabob of the Car- 
natic. In a Series of Letters to his Son. Compre- 
hending his Shipwreck and Imprifonment by Hyder 
AUi, and his fubfequent Negociations and Tranfac- 
tions in the Eaft. Handfomely printed on fine wove 
paper > 410. Price One Guinea in Boards. 

"A work like this has, in one refpeft, an advantage over thofe 
Books of .^ o>agcs and Trairels which are written on the fpur of 
the occanon i for it aboynds with matured reflexions, and comaint 
the travels of the writer's mind, together with his bodily peregri- 
nations. We cannot take leave without ezpreffing our admiration 
^i the fpirit and perfevcrance difpiayed by Mr. CampbeU in for- 
mounting the difficulties and dreadful hard/hips, which he has 
aelcnbed with lb much feeling and abiUty.*' 

Mmhlj JUviiw, OB. 1795. 

12. LOVE'S PILGRIMAGE, a fftory founded 
•on Fads I compiled from the Jonrnal of a.de^ 

ceafed 



